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SAINTS made it a record-breaking six away 
wins for the season with a 1-0 victory at 
Crystal Palace. 

Jay Rodriguez’s goal on 37 minutes proved to be the 
difference between the sides in an attritional game at 
Selhurst Park. 

The win for Mauricio Pochettino’s side meant a sig¬ 
nificant milestone as Saints won away for the sixth 
time this season, the first time they have managed 
that in the Premier League era. 

• Full report and pics: Pages 2-3 


GOAL: Ex-Saint Jason Puncheon can only watch 
on as Jay Rodriguez scores for Saints. 


TERRY PAINE 



Saints legend’s 
EXCLUSIVE column 


See page 6 


SAINTS 



Memories of Saints 
v Palace clashes 

See pages 10-13 


NON-LEAGUE 



10 pages of the best 
coverage 

See pages 16-33 
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MONSTER £45,000 FIND THE BALL JACKPOlt SEE PAGE 14 


Hants & loW Sport 
Awards pic special 

See pages 36-39 
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Saints Spotlight 


PALACE SUBS 


HENNESSEY, GABBIDON, 
BANNAN, TOMAS, INCE, 
GAYLE, JEROME. 


CRYSTAL PALACE 0 SAINTS 1: Six wins on 


POal’S MEN 
WIN RECORD 


would give a goal away cheap¬ 
ly, the difference in quality 
between the sides in an attack¬ 
ing sense was obvious. 

While Palace struggled to 
make any significantly testing 
impact in the final third, the 
Saints attacking players 
looked a threat. 

The mission for them was to 
try and turn that into chances. 

There were certainly hard to 
come by. 

As the half hour mark 
approached there hadn’t been 
a genuine opening for either 
side. 

It was easy to see just how 
Tony Pulis had brought about 
a reversal in Palace’s fortunes. 

They were so disciplined all 
over the pitch, and were very 
good at smothering Saints and 
their work going forward. 

Though Palace hadn’t got 


close to testing Artur Boruc 
they would obviously be hard 
to break down if they did get a 
goal. 

Saints looked at their most 
dangerous on the odd occasion 
Palace did attack. 

That meant their half wasn’t 
loaded with players and with 
their pace Saints could 
counter attack. 

Luke Shaw tried to take 
advantage of one such situa¬ 
tion as he flew away down the 
left, finding the overlapping 
Lallana who laid the ball into 
the path of Steven Davis, who 
duly switched it further to Jay 
Rodriguez in the box. 

However, his shot was 
blocked by a brave sliding 
challenge from Damien 
Delaney. 

Saints suffered a blow on 34 
minutes as they were forced 


DAVIS 


WARD 


DIKGACOI 


into a change. Jack Cork land¬ 
ed very awkwardly on his 
right ankle after passing the 
ball and limped from the field 
to be replaced by Victor 
Wanyama. 

It was indeed on the break 
that Saints took the lead on 37 
minutes. 

It was a strange goal as a 
‘alace corner got cleared 
owards the halfway line. 
Jason Puncheon attempted 
to head it back to Dean 
Moxey but left it short. 
Rodriguez nipped in to 
knock the ball forward 
and break away totally 
clear in the Palace half. 
Speroni charged out 
of his goal to try and 
stop him and 25 yards 
out both players slid 
in towards the loose 
ball. 

Happily for 
Saints it got 
stuck under 
Rodriguez’s legs leav¬ 
ing him an empty net to turn 
into if he could get back to his 
feet in time. 

As it was he managed to get 
the decisive contact and roll 
the ball in as he stumbled back 
down to the turf for a second 
time to make it 1-0. They 


ON THE BALL: Nathaniel Clyne in action 
against Palace and, below, Adam Lallana car¬ 
ries the ball forward for Saints. 


SAINTS made it a record- 
breaking six away wins for 
the season with a 1-0 vic¬ 
tory at Crystal Palace. 

Jay Rodriguez’s goal on 37 
minutes proved to be the dif¬ 
ference between the sides in an 
attritional game at Selhurst 
Park. 

The win for Mauricio 
Pochettino’s side meant a sig¬ 
nificant milestone as Saints 
won away for the sixth time 
this season, the first time they 
have managed that in the 
Premier League era. 

Saints started the game on 
the front foot and Jay 
Rodriguez attempted an ambi¬ 
tious volley from Adam 
Lallana’s right wing cross 
after just two minutes that 
went over the bar. 

Steven Davis tested Julian 
Speroni from close range six 
minutes later but the flag had 
been correctly raised for off¬ 
side. 

Saints were certainly the bet¬ 
ter side in the early stages. 

Though Palace were well 
organised, hard working and 
certainly not looking like they 


YOSHIDA, WANYAMA, 
WARB-PROWSE, RAMIREZ, 
GALLAGHER 


CLYNE 


MAURICIO Pochettino made 
just one change to the Saints 
side that was beaten 3-0 by 
Liverpool for the trip to 
Crystal Palace. 

Nathaniel Clyne was 
recalled at right back with 
Calum Chambers dropping 


TEAM NEWS 

to the bench. Kelvin Davis 
was ruled out with a long 
term injury to his hamstring, 
meaning Paulo Gazzaniga 
kept his place amongst the 
subs. The rest of Saints’ 


internationals were passed fit 
to play with the four England 
players - Lambert, Lallana, 
Shaw and Rodriguez - all 
starting. 

Jason Puncheon lined up 
for Palace against his former 
club. 


FOR ALL TODAY’S RESULTS/LATEST TABLES TURN TO PAGE 48 
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the road for super Saints 


AMWCE 


SET AWAY 


PASS: Steven Davis in 
action for Saints. 


_ SOUTHAMPTON 

@saintstravel AWAY TRAVEL 
SPURS V SAINTS SUN 23RD MAR £16.95 
MAN CITY V SAINTS SAT 5TH APR £27.95 

Entertainment & Wifi on Board. Free Food & Drink. 

Travel in co mf ort by coach and arrive in style from 
Southampton to your designated Football away match venue. 

Arrive at least 90 minutes before kick-off. 

Pick-up points from Bournemouth, Ringwood, Marchwood, 
Totton, Southampton, Fleming Park & 
Winchester, Fleet/Chieveley. 

For more details on how to purchase your ticket, contact: 

07801867365 (Nick) 

E Southampton 
Away Travel 

wwwisouthamptonawaytravel.co.uk 


GET SAINTS NEWS ONLINE: WWW.DA1LYECH0.C0.UK 


GOAL: 

Jay 

Rodriguez 
celebrates 
his goal. 


change on 66 minutes with 
Cameron Jerome and Tom 
Ince coming on for Kagisho 
Dikgacoi and Puncheon. 

Shaw tried to break the 
Palace dominance with a shot 
from outside the area but 
Speroni made a fairly comfort¬ 
able save. 

Saints made a second change 
with Sam Gallagher replacing 
Lambert on 75 minutes. 

Palace made a final switch 
with seven minutes remaining 
with Jerome Thomas replac¬ 
ing Bolasie. 

The momentum of the match 
continued with Palace the 
team on the front foot, but they 
were unable to really trouble 
the Saints defence. 

Saints made their last change 
with a minute left as James 
Ward-Prowse replaced Steven 
Davis. 

The fourth official held up 
the board to show there would 
be four minutes of stoppage 
time for Saints to hold on to 
secure the win. 

Palace did manage a little 
early pressure as they won a 
corner and managed to recycle 
the ball and get it back into the 
box. 

But Saints stood firm as they 
had done throughout the 
match and cleared the danger. 

Their forward players were 
also plenty skilful enough to 
hold up the ball and see out the 
remaining time to ease the 
pressure on the backline. 

When the final whistle blew 
it wasn’t marking the kind of 
vintage win Saints have man¬ 
aged so often this season but 
one that was hard fought and 
set a significant record. 


almost doubled the lead late in 
the half as Lallana’s right wing 
cross was headed out straight 
to Rickie Lambert who pro¬ 
duced a deft low finish from 
ten yards that beat Speroni 
diving to his left but struck the 
foot of the post. 

Boruc was tested for the first 
time moments later by a low 


drive from Yannick Bloasie 
from a half cleared corner but 
it was straight down the mid¬ 
dle and the keeper kept it to 
out. 

The action continued right 
up until the half time whistle 
as Shaw struck a short corner 
goalwards that Speroni 
pushed away. Palace were on 




LEFT: Jose Fonte battles 
with Palace’s Glen Murray. 


the attack at the start of the 
second period and Dejan 
Lovren was relieved only to 
see a yellow card as he brought 
down Bolasie a couple of yards 
outside the area. Only the 
presence of Nathaniel Clyne in 
the background spared him a 
red. 

As it was, there was no dam¬ 
age done as Mile Jedinak put 
the free kick well over the bar. 

Steven Davis was the next 
Saints player booked for bring¬ 
ing down Joe Ledley before 
Jedinak saw yellow for fouling 
Morgan Schneiderlin. 

Lambert fired the 25 yards 
free kick over the wall but also 
over the bar. 

Schneiderlin also received a 
yellow card for a foul on 
Jedinak. Palace were doing a 
better job of pressuring Saints 
in the second period, even if 
they were failing to create 
chance, and made a double 


ABOVE: Jay Rodriguez 
celebrates netting at 
Selhurst Park. 
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Grabban makes 
the difference 

LEWIS Grabban’s second-half penalty earned 
Cherries a 1-0 win at struggling Blackpool. 

Grabban, pictured, produced a coolly-taken 
spot kick three min¬ 
utes after the break 
which proved the dif¬ 
ference after the front 
man had been 
brought down by 
keeper Matt Gilks. 

It was Cherries’ 
second victory in a 
row in the 

Championship follow¬ 
ing last weekend’s 5- 
0 thrashing of 
Doncaster. 

Visiting boss Eddie Howe made two enforced 
changes to the starting XI with injured duo Yann 
Kermorgant and Harry Arter - who between 
them scored all five goals the previous Saturday 
against Doncaster - dropping out of the squad 
altogether. 

Brett Pitman was handed his first start since 
January 14 while Eunan O’Kane returned to the 
first XI after being an unused substitute against 
Donny. 

The hosts made a positive start and had the 
first meaningful attempt at goal when Stephen 
Dobbie let fly from the left corner of the box, only 
to see his effort parried by Lee Camp. 

It did not take Cherries long to create a chance 
of their own, as Grabban broke from the middle 
of the park before teeing up Matt Ritchie, who 
fired a daisy-cutter into the arms of Matt Gilks 
from around 25 yards. 

The same man had a better attempt a matter of 
moments later from a more central position, but 
again Gilks was swiftly down to an effort which 
bounced just in front of him. 

Grabban volleyed off-target and, at the other 
end, Simon Francis survived loud handball 
appealson the corner of his own penalty area. 

Cherries got off to the perfect start to the sec¬ 
ond half as the off-limits Gilks scythed down 
Lewis Grabban on the left corner of the area. 

Gilks escaped with only a yellow card, but 
Grabban made him pay with a crisply-struck 
spot kick low into the left corner, which the 
keeper could not quite get his hand on. 

Ricardo Fuller headed wide for the Tangerines 
and referee Gavin Ward then waved away 
Fraser’s rather optimistic appeals for another 
spot kick after the Scot went down in the box. 

Blackpool’s misery was just about summed up 
when Chris Basham tried an audacious effort 
from the right flank after Camp was caught out 
of goal, but the ball went out for a Cherries 
thrown-in on the opposite side. 



Jay shows his 
England class 



OF the four Saints players competing 
for a place at this year’s World Cup, 
Jay Rodriguez appears the least like¬ 
ly to earn a place in Brazil. 

However, the 24-year-old looks as though 
he will be a regular fixture in the England 
set-up for years to come, beyond this sum¬ 
mer. 

Today, at Crystal Palace, he again 
showed why. 


Rodriguez separated the sides at Selhurst 
Park with a goal that showcased so many 
of his best attributes, starting with his 
alertness and quick reactions. 

When his former St Mary’s teammate 


Jason Puncheon produced a loose header 
on the halfway line following a corner that 
had been cleared by Saints, Rodriguez 
pounced. 

He got to the ball first and showed out¬ 
standing presence of mind to deftly loft it 
over the outstretched foot of the despairing 
last man, Dean Moxey. 

In a flash, Rodriguez then accelerated to 
full speed, sprinting through to chase the 
ball. 

Palace keeper Julian Speroni 
came at him in the opposite 
direction, with both players 
sliding into a 50-50 challenge 
some 25 yards out. 

Rodriguez was the more com¬ 
mitted, though, and, as their 
momentum took each one past 
the other, the ball was left tan¬ 
gled among the Saints striker’s 
legs. 

With no one between him and 
goal, and pretty much lying on 
his backside, Rodriguez adjust¬ 
ed himself and swept the ball 
into the empty net. 

As he sat on the ground 
watching it trickle over the 
line, the forward raised his 
hands in the air, before being 
mobbed by his teammates. 

It was one of the more unusu¬ 
al-looking goals that Rodriguez 
will ever have scored, but that 
shouldn’t mask the quality that 
went into it. 

He now has 13 this season and 
looks set to finish the campaign 
as the club’s top scorer. 

It is an impressive tally for 
someone who is not normally 
deployed in a traditional strik- 


Gordon Simpson 

gordon.simpson@dailyecho.co.uk 
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COACH HOLIDAYS 



Newmarket 

Holidays 



Andre Rieu & The Johann Strauss Orchestra 

at London’s Wembley Arena 
Departs 19 & 20 December 2014 

See Andre Rieu & The Johann Strauss Orchestra in a spectacular concert at London’s famously iconic Wembley Arena, as 
the Dutch maestro, with his talented musicians and singers, present an unforgettable night of magic and showmanship - a 
wonderful not-to-be-missed experience that’s the highlight of this great-value, coach-inclusive break to the capital. 

Price includes 

• One night’s bed and continental breakfast accommodation based on a twin room with private facilities at a good quality 
hotel in Greater London • A seated ticket (face value £40) for Andre Rieu & The Johann Strauss Orchestra concert at 
Wembley Arena, London, (upgrades available) • Return coach transfers between your hotel and the concert venue • Return 
coach travel between your selected pick-up point and London *The services of a Tour Manager 


(§) www.newmarket.travel/ncs16714 (£) 0843 316 1124 quoting code NCS 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Promotions Ltd. ABTA V787X. Subject to availability. Single supplements apply. 
Calls cost 5p per minute. 
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Saints’ six 
of the best 


MAURICIO 
Pochettino hailed 
his record breaking 
Saints as they made 
it six Premier 
League away wins 
in a season for the 
first time. 

A1-0 victory at 
Crystal Palace 
thanks to Jay 
Rodriguez’s first- 
half goal, secured 
the milestone win. 

“I found out that 
we have taken over 
the statistics of 
most games won 
away from home, 
six, ever in the 
Premier League so 
I am pleased with that statistics as 
well,” said Pochettino. 

“I think we have a good balance, 
we are doing well, we are building a 
project and we want to continue in 
this way. 

“We are showing the potential we 


have for the future at 
Southampton 
Football Club and 
we are very well 
pleased with the vic¬ 
tory.” 

He added: “I 
thought it was a 
really tough game. 

“This was one of 
the toughest stadi¬ 
ums I have had to 
come to in the 
Premier League. 

“I thought that we 
were playing against 
a team that presses 
quite high, that 
demands from you 
quite a big physical 
effort and despite 
that we played our way, the way we 
know how to. 

“We always kept the ball on the 
pitch despite the ground not being in 
that great condition. 

“I think overall the victory was well 
deserved by my team.” 



MAURICIO POCHETTINO 


STRONG ARM: Crystal Palace’s Joel Ward tries to stop a run by Jay Rodriguez. Below: Rodriguez 
gets the congratulations from Rickie Lambert after scoring Saints’ winning goal. 

er’s role. 

Rodriguez could well 
have had more this sea¬ 
son, too. 

If there is a criticism 
of him this term, it is 
that his finishing, while 
at times wonderful, is 
not always consistent. 

But he is a thrilling 
player to watch - a 
wonderful blend of 
speed, poise and con¬ 
trol. 

It is those such quali¬ 
ties that have 
impressed England 
manager Roy Hodgson 
this season - enough to 
earn him two call-ups 
to the national team. 

Despite being 

involved over the 
course of three friend¬ 
lies, Rodriguez still has 
just one cap to his name 
- a quiet outing in a 
below-par England dis¬ 
play against Chile last 
November. 

That he did not make 
it off the bench for 
Wednesday’s game 
against Denmark, at 
Wembley, probably 
tipped Hodgson’s hand 
in relation to whether 
he plans to take the 
Saints ace to Brazil. 

Yet it was a clear indi¬ 
cation that Rodriguez is 
seen as a potentially 
important part of the 
England squad moving 
forward beyond this 
summer. 

On the evidence of 
today, it was again 
clear to see why. 




Cash prizes for the Winners and 2nd place 

Golden Boot Cash Prize 

FREE pint after every game for 
“Man of the Match” 

£25 per GAME per TEAM 


GANG WARILY 

RECREATION A COMMUNITY CENTRE 


NewlandsRoad, Fawley. S0451GA 
Telephone: 023 8089 3603 
Email: Dan Sultana 
daniel@fawleyparishcouncil.org.uk 


d Langley Football Club 


Sponsored b 
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WORLD CUP WILL 

BE ADAM’S TIME 

Lallana shows he belongs at top table 
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BY DAREN WHEELER 




IF truth be told, England’s 1-0 win against 
Denmark was a turgid affair. 

It wasn't terrible, but then again it wasn't particu¬ 
larly good either. It was, shall we say, pedestrian? 

In fact it was the sort of game that showed just 
who was up for the fight and who wasn't. 

It was the sort of game the big time Charlies tend 
to stroll through as they often think friendlies are 
somehow beneath them. 

It was no surprise then that two players who 
caught the eye were the Saints boys. 

Raheem Sterling aside, Adam Lallana lit up the 
stage with his trickery and inventiveness. 

For a few years now this Beautiful South page has 
been awash with praise for the diminutive Saints 
midfielder. In fact, it has positively been a temple 
for the worship of said footballer. 

During our time in League One and the 
Championship, Adam Lallana made every minute 
worthwhile. 

He was the very definition of a player that gets 
you out of your seat, just with the sheer brilliance 
of his play. 

You know he’s going to cut inside, the defender 
knows he’s going to cut inside, but after the fourth 
cut inside the defender has just given up. 

I love Adam Lallana and whilst it’s somewhat 
unseemly for a 40-something man to fawn over a lad 
young enough to be his son, I do so gladly and 
unashamedly. 

I've long said I was worried that a whole genera¬ 
tion could miss out on a Le Tissier, a one club man 
whose sheer brilliance defies belief. 

Lallana’s sublime performance against Denmark 
naturally brought out the “he’ll be snapped up by a 
big club” talk. 

Let’s be honest here, Adam Lallana was a league 
above every player when Saints were in the 
Championship and League One. If he were inclined 
to jump ship, he’d have done it by now. 

The point these “experts” miss is that 
Southampton aren’t a selling club any more. 
There’s a tightness at the club, a self-belief that the 
players can actually achieve something without 
warming the bench at a so called big club. 

What the club need to do to keep players like 
Lallana, Shaw, Rodriguez or even Lovren, is to 
show intent and win something. 


BRILLIANT: Adam 
Lallana showed his 
worth in England’s 
win over Denmark on 
Wednesday. 
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Paine’s World 


The Saints legend’s (EXCLUSIVE) column on all things football 


TORRES IS Smi 
A CLASS APART 


FOOTBALL these days is big business. 



As with all businesses, when an asset 
becomes devalued, the easiest option is to 
get rid of it the first chance you get. 

Chelsea currently find themselves in a 
similar situation with a certain Fernando 
Torres, pictured below, a player for whom 
they paid a British transfer record of £50m 
in January 2011. 

If Jose Mourinho’s recent “leaked” conver¬ 
sation is anything to go by, Chelsea aren’t 
satisfied with the Spaniard and will look to 
offload him this summer. 

The easiest option for Chelsea to remove 
Torres’ inflated wages off the books is to 
admit that they made a bad call and make 
him a part of any deal that brings in a quali¬ 
ty striker in the summer. 

Given the Financial Fair Play regulations 
being imposed by UEFA, getting Torres’ 
wages off the books looks like a good option. 

The deal most likely to happen is that 
Torres will be offered to former club 
Atletico Madrid as a makeweight for the 
deal to sign Diego Costa in the summer. 

While it has its positives, and the player 
himself might welcome a move back to 
where it all started for him, it might not be 
the best option for Chelsea, in footballing 
terms. 

Despite what the numbers suggest, it 
might be a bad move to make. 

The numbers certainly aren’t in Torres’ 
"avour - during his 
time at Stamford 
Bridge, he has man¬ 
aged to score only 
43 goals in 159 
appearances. 

That is even less 
than a goal every 
three games - certain¬ 
ly not a strike rate 
expected of a top 
forward, and 
most definite¬ 
ly not what 
is expected 
of a £50m 
invest¬ 
ment. 

However, 
the num¬ 
bers only 
reveal a 
part of the 
story. 

Torres was 
always 
doomed to 
have a rough 
start to his 



restaurant in the city and had 
asked me to come along. 

It was wonderful to meet all 
of them and to see just how 
far the support for Saints 
spreads around the world. 

I’m obviously not the only 

: wfcw 


fan of the club out here in 
South Africa! 

I hope they all had a great 
day, and that I didn’t spoil it 
too much by ending up on the 
winning team in their golf 
competition, which took place 


at Milnerton Golf Club. 

Pictured, left to right: Bob 
Lawrence (from Hedge End), 
Terry Paine, Barry Philpott 
(from Alresford) and Mike 
Barfoot (from Hedge End). 




I HAD the pleasure of making 
a guest appearance this week 
at the inaugural meeting of 
the Cape Town Saints 
Supporters Club. 

The newly-formed group 
were getting together at a 


Chelsea career, coming into a team spear¬ 
headed by a certain Ivorian legend at 
Stamford Bridge. 

Didier Drogba was a presence on the field, 
and in the changing room. 

The fact that Chelsea were unable to find a 
system suited to both strikers meant that 
Torres was always going to be the scapegoat 
of the two. 

Torres has also had injury problems 
throughout his time at the Bridge, and just 
when he seemed to be getting back to form, 
he picked up an injury or got himself a sus¬ 
pension. 

He has hardly had the rub of the green, 
and, as the numbers suggest, hasn’t done 
enough on a consistent basis. 

However, the one thing he has done is 
score some important goals in his three 
years in London. 

He scored in the second leg of the 
Champions League semi-finals against 
Barcelona in 2011, taking Chelsea to the 


final, where they won on penalties. He 
scored in the Europa League final in 2012 to 
help Chelsea win the crown, as well as scor¬ 
ing in both the quarter-final and semi-final. 

Just last week, he scored a crucial away 
goal in the Champions League tie against 
Galatasaray. 

POOR FORM 

The Spaniard may be having an extended 
run of poor form, but his class is still there 
to see. 

He has been unlucky, having hit the wood¬ 
work numerous times, and even missed sit¬ 
ters. 

The one thing that is still there is his eye 
for goal, his ability to terrorise defences and 
his willingness to be selfless when required. 

Just look at last weekend, when he played 
in Andre Schiirrle with a wonderfully- 
weighted through-ball for his hat-trick. 

All Torres needs is a manager who shows 


faith in him and trusts him to do the job by 
giving him an extended run of matches in 
ther side. 

Mourinho’s constant chopping and chang¬ 
ing in terms of choosing his striker means 
that Torres is hardly ever going to get a run 
of games - just the thing he needs to regain 
his confidence and form. 

If that faith is not available at Chelsea, 
Torres would benefit from a move to a place 
where he is valued, when he is not under the 
constant pressure of a huge price tag hang¬ 
ing over his head like a guillotine. 

Perhaps a switch back to his native Spain 
might not be the worst move from a career 
standpoint, as would a manager willing to 
back him to the hilt and feed him with the 
confidence that seems to have left him right 
now. 

If that does happen, Chelsea might rue the 
fact that they let go of one of the best strik¬ 
ers the Premier League has seen, simply 
because they failed to persevere with him. 
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SAINTS’ FIRST TEAM FIXTURES 


AUGUST 

Sat 17 West Brom .(A) 

Sat 24 Sunderland .(H) 

Tue 27 Barnsley (CCC 2) ...(A) 

Sat 31 Norwich.(A) 

SEPTEMBER 

Sun 15 West Ham .(H) 

Sat 21 Liverpool.(A) 

Tues 24 Bristol City (CCC 3) (H) 
Sat 28 Crystal Palace.(H) 

OCTOBER 

Sat 5 Swansea .(H) 

Sat 19 Man United.(A) 

Sat 26 Fulham.(H) 

NOVEMBER 

Sat 2 Stoke.(A) 

Wed 6 Sunderland (CCC 4) .(A) 

Sat 9 Hull.(H) 

Sat 23 Arsenal .(A) 

DECEMBER 

Sun 1 Chelsea.(A) 

Wed 4 Aston Villa.(H) 

Sat 7 Manchester City .. .(H) 

Sat 14 Newcastle.(A) 

Sat 21 Tottenham.(H) 

Thu 26 Cardiff.(A) 

Sun 29 Everton .(A) 

JANUARY 

Wedl Chelsea .(H) 

Sat 4 Burnley (FAC 3) . . . .(H) 

Sat 11 West Brom .(H) 

Sat 18 Sunderland .(A) 

Sat 25 Yeovil (FAC 4).(H) 

Tue 28 Arsenal.(H) 

FEBRUARY 

Sat 1 Fulham .(A) 

Sat 8 Stoke.(H) 

Tue 11 Hull .(A) 

Sat 15 Sunderland (FAC 5) . .(A) 

Sat 22 West Ham.(A) 

MARCH 

Sat 1 Liverpool.(H) 

Sat 8 Crystal Palace.(A) 

Sat 15 Norwich.(H) 

Sat 22 Tottenham.(A) 

Sat 29 Newcastle.(H) 

APRIL 

Sat 5 Manchester City .. . .(A) 

Sat 12 Cardiff .(H) 

Sat 19 Aston Villa.(A) 

Sat 26 Everton .(H) 

MAY 

Sat 3 Swansea.(A) 

Sunil Man United.(H) 




RESULTS 2013/14 





W1-0 

Boruc 

Chambers 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse*** 

Lai Ian a* 

Rodriguez** 

Lambert 1 

Ramirez* 

S Davis** 

Cork*** 

D 1-1 

Boruc 

Chambers 

Fonte 1 

Lovren 

Shaw* 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin** 

W-Prowse 

Lai Ian a*** 

Rodriguez 

Lambert 

Clyne* 

Osvaldo** 

Ramirez*** 

W 5-1 

K Davis 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Fox 

Cork 

S Davis 2 

Isgrove* 

Ramirez 1 

Rodriguez** 1 

Mayuka*** 1 

Rowe* 

Reed** 

Sinclair*** 

L 0-1 

Boruc 

Chambers 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Fox 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin** 

W-Prowse 

Osvaldo*** 

Lallana* 

Lambert 

Ramirez* 

S Davis** 

Rodriguez*** 

D 0-0 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw** 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

Rodriguez 

Osvaldo 

Lallana* 

Lambert 

W-Prowse* 

Chambers** 


W 1-0 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 1 

Shaw 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

Rodriguez*** 

Osvaldo 

Lallana** 

Lambert* 

S Davis* 

W-Prowse** 

Cork*** 

W 2-0 

K Davis 

Chambers 

Yoshida 

Hooiveld 1 

Fox 

Cork 

S Davis*** 

W-Prowse 

Ramirez 1 

Do Prado** 

Lee* 

Rodriguez* 

Reed** 

Rowe*** 

W 2-0 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis* 

Osvaldo 1 

Lallana*** 

Lambert** 1 

W-Prowse* 

Rodriguez** 

Ramirez*** 

W 2-0 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Fox 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis*** 

Osvaldo* 

Lallana 1 

Lambert 

W-Prowse* 

Rodriguez** 1 

Do Prado*** 

D 1-1 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Wanyama*** 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis** 

Lallana 1 

Rodriguez* 

Osvaldo 

Lambert* 

W-Prowse** 

Do Prado*** 

W 2-0 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse** 

Rodriguez* 1 

Lallana 

Lambert 1 

Do Prado* 

Cork** 


D 1-1 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse 

Rodriguez* 1 

Lallana 

Lambert 

Ramirez* 



L 1-2 

K Davis 

Chambers 

Yoshida 1 

Hooiveld 

Fox 

Cork 

Reed 

S Davis** 

Ramirez*** 

Rodriguez 

Lee* 

W-Prowse* 

Lallana** 

Gallagher*** 

W 4-1 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Wanyama* 

Schneiderlin 1 

W-Prowse 

Lallana*** 1 

Rodriguez 

Lambert** 1 

S Davis* 

Osvaldo** 

Cork*** 

L 0-2 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Hooiveld 

Shaw* 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse 

Lallana** 

Rodriguez 

Lambert 

S Davis* 

Osvaldo** 


L 1-3 

Boruc* 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin*** 

W-Prowse** 

Lallana 

Rodriguez 1 

Osvaldo 

Gazzaniga* 

S Davis** 

Lambert*** 

L 2-3 

Gazzaniga 

Clyne*** 

Yoshida 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Wanyama** 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse* 

Lallana 

Rodriguez 1 

Lambert 

Osvaldo* 1 

Cork** 

Fonte*** 

D 1-1 

Gazzaniga 

Chambers 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Cork 

S Davis*** 

W-Prowse 

Lallana** 

Rodriguez 

Osvaldo* 1 

Lambert* 

Ramirez** 

Reed*** 

D 1-1 

Gazzaniga 

Chambers 

Hooiveld 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Cork 

S Davis 

W-Prowse** 

Rodriguez*** 1 

Osvaldo* 

Lambert 

Lallana* 

Schneiderlin** 

Gallagher*** 

L 2-3 

Gazzaniga 

Chambers 

Hooiveld 

Lovren 

Fox*** 

Cork* 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis** 

Lallana 1 

Rodriguez 

Lambert 1 

W-Prowse* 

Ramirez** 

Gallagher*** 

W 3-0 

Gazzaniga 

Chambers 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Shaw 

Cork 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis 

Lallana * 

Rodriguez 2 ** 

Lambert 1*** 

W-Prowse* 

Ramirez** 

Gallagher*** 

L 1-2 

K Davis 

Chambers*** 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Cork* 

S Davis 

W-Prowse** 

Lallana 

Rodriguez 

Lambert 

Ramirez* 1 

Gallagher** 

Clyne*** 

L 0-3 

K Davis 

Chambers 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw* 

Cork** 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis*** 

Lallana 

Ramirez 

Rodriguez 

Clyne* 

Lambert** 

W-Prowse*** 

W 4-3 

K Davis 

Clyne 1 

Yoshida 

Hooiveld*** 

Shaw 

Cork 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis 

Ramirez** 

W-Prowse 

Lambert* 1 

Rodriguez* 1 

Lallana** 1 

Fonte*** 

W 1-0 

Boruc 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Cork* 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis 

Lallana** 1 

Rodriguez*** 

Lambert 

Ramirez* 

W-Prowse** 

Do Prado*** 

D 2-2 

Boruc 

Chambers 

Fonte 

Lovren*** 1 

Shaw 

Cork 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis 

Lallana* 

Rodriguez 1 

Lambert 

Ramirez* ** 

W-Prowse** 

Yoshida*** 

W 2-0 

K Davis 

Clyne 

Yoshida 

Hooiveld 

Shaw 

Cork 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse*** 

Lallana** 

Do Prado* 1 

Rodriguez 

Gallagher* 1 

S Davis** 

Reed*** 

D 2-2 

Boruc 

Chambers 

Fonte 1 

Yoshida 

Shaw 

Cork 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis** 

Lallana 1 

Rodriguez 

Gallagher* 

W-Prowse* 

Do Prado** 


W 3-0 

Boruc 

Chambers** 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Shaw 

Wanyama* 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis 

Lallana 1 

Rodriguez*** 1 

Lambert 1 

Cork* 

Clyne** 

Gallagher*** 

D 2-2 

Boruc 

Clyne* 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Shaw 

Cork 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis 1 

Lallana 

Rodriguez 

Lambert 1 

Chambers* 



W 1-0 

Boruc 

Chambers 

Fonte 1 

Yoshida 

Shaw 

Cork 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis*** 

Lallana** 

Rodriguez 

Lambert* 

Do Prado* 

W-Prowse** 

Wanyama*** 

L 0-1 

K Davis 

Clyne 

Yoshida 

Hooiveld 

Shaw 

Wanyama 

S Davis 

W-Prowse** 

Lallana*** 

Do Prado* 

Lambert 

Rodriguez* 

Schneiderlin** 

McQueen*** 

W 3-1 

Boruc 

Chambers 

Fonte 

Yoshida 1 

Shaw 

Cork* 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis** 

Lallana 

Rodriguez 

Lambert*** 

Ramirez* 

W-Prowse** 

Gallagher*** 

L 0-3 

Boruc 

Chambers 

Fonte 

Lovren 

Shaw 

Cork*** 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis* 

Lallana 

Rodriguez 

Lambert** 

Ramirez* 

Gallagher** 

Wanyama*** 




LA 

LG 

CA 

CG 

CSA 

CSG 


LA 

LG 

CA 

CG 

CSA 

CSG 


LA 

LG 

CA 

CG 

CSA 

CSG 

KELVIN DAVIS 

2 

0 

6 

0 

292(1) 

0 

JACK CORK 

13(6) 

0 

5 

0114(14) 

0 

RICKIE LAMBERT 

23(4) 

8 

2 

1211(14) 

112 

PAULO GAZZANIGA 

5(1) 

0 

0 

0 

16(1) 

0 

VICTOR WANYAMA 

15(2) 

0 

1 

0 

16(2) 

0 

JAY RODRIGUEZ 

25(2) 

10 

3(3) 

2 

53(16) 

21 

ARTUR BORUC 

21 

0 

0 

0 

42 

0 

MORGAN SCHNEIDERLIN 24(1) 

1 

2(1) 

0193(30) 

9 

DANI OSVALDO 

9(4) 

3 

0 

0 

9(4) 

3 

NATHANIEL CLYNE 

13(4) 

0 

4 

1 

51(4) 

2 

ADAM LALLANA 

28(1) 

7 

2(2) 

1 229(26) 

58 

TADANARI LEE 

0 

0 

2 

0 

9(5) 

2 

CALUM CHAMBERS 

15(2) 

0 

2 

0 

17(3) 

0 

STEVEN DAVIS 

18(5) 

2 

5(1) 

2 

46(17) 

6 

EMMANUEL MAYUKA 

0 

0 

1 

1 

3(10) 

i 

DEJAN LOVREN 

21 

2 

0 

0 

21 

2 

JAMES WARD-PROWSE 12(13) 

0 

4(1) 

0 

26(26) 

1 

BILLY SHARP 

0 

0 

0 

0 

12(6) 

10 

JOSE FONTE 

25(1) 

3 

KD 

0 

167(5) 

15 

SAM MCQUEEN 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 

0(1) 

0 

SAM GALLAGHER 

1(7) 

0 

0(2) 

1 

1(9) 

i 

JOS HOOIVELD 

4 

0 

5 

1 

75(3) 

9 

LLOYD ISGROVE 

0 

0 

1 

0 

KD 

0 

HARRISON REED 

0(1) 

0 

1(3) 

0 

1(4) 

0 

MAYA YOSHIDA 

6(1) 

1 

6 

1 

45(2) 

2 

OMAR ROWE 

0 

0 

0(2) 

0 

0(2) 

0 








LUKE SHAW 

25(1) 

0 

3 

0 

52(6) 

0 

JAKE SINCLAIR 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 

0(1) 

0 








DANNY FOX 

3 

0 

3 

0 

58(10) 


GASTON RAMIREZ 

1(12) 

1 

4 

2 

25(18) 

8 








JACK STEPHENS 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 

GULY DO PRADO 

0(6) 

0 

3 

1 

80(34) 

23 









KEY: LA: league appearances. LG: league goals. CA: cup appearances. CG: cup goals. CSA: career Saints appearances. CSG: career Saints goals. 
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DEBUT: Luke Shaw is in the 
running for a place in Roy 
Hodgson’s World Cup squad. 


w taking poin ts j 

^ weeK s_ ^ Adam LeitCh 


THE race for Brazil just got 
really fascinating. 

It is probably the most interest¬ 
ing thing we have to talk about in 
these parts for the remainder of 
the season - which is limping 
towards a finish. 

Saints, of course, will want to win 
every game, that’s their job, but 
the truth is that it doesn’t matter 
too much how they do, as long as 
it’s not a total disaster. 

The cups have come and gone, 
the league position looks highly 
likely to be eighth or ninth. 

It’s a season that promised so 
much and delivered some of it. 

However, there are still other 
matters to keep us very interested. 

They are chiefly which of the 
Saints players will make the 
England squad. 

Adam Rant was at Wembley this 
week for the game against 
Denmark and saw one player all 
but confirm his place in the 23 man 
squad for Brazil. 

It would be a travesty if Adam 
Lallana didn’t make the plane 
now. 

Not only has he been outstanding 
for Saints but he has proved his 
value every time he has stepped on 
the field for England. 

He just has that certain X-factor, 
which at the top level is worth so 
much. 

It’s those quick feet, that wonder- 


Denmark, but if anything their 
performances made life even hard¬ 
er for Hodgson. 

Cole proved that a lack of club 
games hasn’t dented his ability, fit¬ 
ness or desire. 

Shaw proved that a lack of expe¬ 
rience isn’t going to leave him 
overawed by the pressures of 
international football. 

They both gave the performances 
they would have been hoping for 
in the days leading up to the game. 

In a face-off neither blinked and 
so Hodgson has a big call to make. 
It most certainly hasn’t been made 
for him. 

It’s either go with the experience 
of Cole or the match sharpness of 
Shaw. If you forced Adam Rant to 
lay a bet right now, he would prob¬ 
ably just about wager on Cole get¬ 
ting the nod. 

The reason is that Shaw is set to 
be the England left back for the 
next decade after the World Cup 
and, with what looks like possibly 
being a young squad anyway for 
Brazil, Hodgson may decide it is 
valuable to have a highly experi¬ 
enced head in the dressing room. 

If Cole can get a few games for 
Chelsea between now and the end 
of the season then his odds will 
shorten. However, it really could 
go either way. 

At least we have something else 
to keep us interested between now 
and May. 


Adam Rant 


ful reading of the game and his all¬ 
round quality. 

On top of that he’s prepared to 
graft too. You couldn’t really ask 
for too much more. 

Roy Hodgson, pictured below, is 
surely going to take him to Brazil, 
and deservedly so. 

The other three Saints in the 
frame are less certain of their 
places. 

Adam Rant still fancies that 
Rickie Lambert will get the nod. 

It is inconceivable to imagine 
him being overtaken by Andy 
Carroll after the West Ham 
man failed to make this 
squad. Carroll would need 
to score a shed load in the 
final throes of the cam¬ 
paign to have even the 
slimmest chance of chang¬ 
ing that. 

The only doubt hanging 
over Lambert’s inclusion is 
if Hodgson opts not to 
take a target man 
type striker. 

You would have 
thought it unlike¬ 
ly until this week 
when we saw the 
case being made 
by the likes of 
Lallana, 

R a h e e m 
Sterling, Alex 
O x 1 a d e - 
Chamberlain 


and Andros Townsend. They are 
all pushing for selection as thrust¬ 
ing forward minded players, and 
you can afford those sorts in a 4-2- 
3-1 system. 

With Wayne Rooney and Daniel 
Sturridge shoe-ins and able to play 
through the middle, there is a 
slight danger Hodgson could 
decide to go without a big man. 

Jay Rodriguez probably isn’t 
quite going to make it this time. 

He is behind the others men¬ 
tioned above, and Danny Welbeck 
too. But he should take some com¬ 
fort from the fact that Hodgson 
included him in the squad for 
the friendly against 
Denmark, probably as 
recognition of his club form 
and that he is still one for 
the future. 

The most intriguing one is 
Luke Shaw. 

If we assume that Leighton 
Baines will be the first 
choice England left 
back at the World 
Cup then it is a 
straight race 
between Shaw 
and Ashley 
Cole. 

It was fasci¬ 
nating that 
they both 
played a 
half 
against 


Up with the 


big boys ... 

AS nice as it is to see Saints 


performing in the Premier 
League, it has to be said that 
one of the great things about 
watching them every week is 
when they come up against 
top drawer opposition. 

Adam Rant doesn’t get too 
excited about football match¬ 
es these days, but was gen¬ 
uinely looking forward to 
watching Liverpool. 

When he says Liverpool, he 
means specifically Luis 
Suarez, pictured below. 

In our annual end of season 
round-up last year Adam Rant 
had to pick the best opposi¬ 
tion player he 
saw the previ¬ 
ous season. 

Suarez and 
Carlos 
Tevez were 
pretty much 
joint top. 

Having not 
seen Suarez at 
Anfield earlier in the season 
because of his suspension, 
there was genuine anticipa¬ 
tion surrounding his visit to St 
Mary’s. He didn’t disappoint. 

He is just such a wonderful 
footballer. 

His runs are incredible, the 
way he bends them is 
remarkable. He works so 
hard for his team and his tal¬ 
ent is frightening. He really 
does have it all. 

Liverpool as a team were 
brilliantly entertaining. 

Though Adam Rant still 
thinks his pre-season predic¬ 
tion of Chelsea to win the title 
will prove correct, he now has 
a sneaking hope that 
Liverpool might just do it. 

It would certainly be a victo¬ 
ry for attacking football. 


Graeme ‘a 
real great’ 

SAD news that Graeme Smith 


is retiring from international 
cricket. 

He may well have proven to 
be a formidable opponent 
that England will be glad to 
see the back of, but he was a 
real great of the game. 

Obviously his batting was 
superb, opening 
the innings for 
South Africa 
in more than 
100 Test 
matches. 

But many 
of the trib¬ 
utes being 
paid to him 
have rightly been 
focussed on his captaincy. 

Smith, pictured, was mas¬ 
sively inexperienced at inter¬ 
national level when he took 
over South Africa and has 
been a hugely impressive 
leader on and off the field. 

He certainly did for a few 
England captains down the 
years and he will be sadly 
missed. 
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FLASHBACK: SAINTS 


PING-PONG DIPLOMACY 
IVOR MONTAGU AND THE 
ASTONISHING STORY BEHIND THE 
GAME THAT CHANGED THE WORLD 
By Nicholas Griffin 

Sports book of the month price: 
£13.40, saving 33% on rrp 

EARLIER this month, Ellis Cashmore, a 
professor of culture, media and sport at 
Staffordshire University, said that as a 
nation, we place far too much emphasis 
on sport. “It’s not going to pull us out of 
the recession, give us peace on Earth or 
save the planet,” said the prof, although 
as everyone knows, this is nonsense. 

No single feature or aspect of our lives 
is capable of achieving this rather elu¬ 
sive triple whammy, but sport can con¬ 
tribute to humanity’s general well-being, 
as Ping-Pong Diplomacy shows. 

Several compelling threads run 
through this outstanding work, not least 
the story of how table tennis led directly 
to a remarkably speedy melting of the 
icy relationship that had once engulfed 
China and the USA. 

In 1971, Glenn Cowan, an American 
table-tennis star, was competing at the 
world championships in Japan when he 
was drawn to face former world champi¬ 
on Zhuang Zedong of China. It seems 
incredible nowadays, but when the pair 
shook hands, it became big news and 
photographs of their handshake were 
distributed around the world. 

Within weeks, arrangements had been 
made for the American team to play a 
series of exhibition matches across 
China, all of which attracted huge 
crowds, but they also changed the 
West’s perception of China. 

Suddenly, diplomatic channels 
opened, frosty relationships thawed 
and, in February 1972, Richard Nixon 
became the first US president to visit 
China, where he met with Chairman 
Mao Zedong, himself an enthusiastic 
table tennis player. With no attempt at 
understatement, Nixon later called his 
visit, “the meeting that changed the 
world”. For once, Tricky Dicky was right. 

Yet Ping-Pong Diplomacy spreads its 
ample wings beyond this hugely impor¬ 
tant meeting, introducing us to Ivor 
Montagu, a remarkable character who 
founded the International Table Tennis 
Federation, codified the game and later 
produced several Alfred Flitchcock 
movies. For good measure, he also led 
a double life as a Russian spy and it 
was his efforts in the late fifties, which 
persuaded Communist China to shed its 
insular stance and to use table tennis as 
a means of re-introducing itself to the 
world. 

Montagu’s story alone justifies an air¬ 
ing on the silver screen, but this book 
contains much more, while the author’s 
meticulous research and engaging nar¬ 
rative make it a joy for anyone, not just 
table tennis fans, to read. I just hope the 
publishers have sent a copy to profes¬ 
sor Cashmore. 

We’ve teamed up with Sports Book 
of the Month & have a copy of PING- 
PONG DIPLOMACY to give away. 

To win this week’s sports book, go 

to their website (www.sports- 
bookofthemonth.com) and answer 
the following question: 

In what year was Richard Nixon 
elected as US president? 



RED MISSED: Peter Crouch is sent off in Saints’ crucial clash at Selhurst Park in May 2005. 
BATTLING AWAY: Jordan Robertson and Jose Fonte, below, in December 2008. 



SAINTS travelled to Selhurst 
Park this weekend aiming to 
preserve their unbeaten 
Premier League record against 
Crystal Palace. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks back at 
Saints’ post-war league record at the 
south London stadium. 

August 22 1953 
Palace 4 Saints 3 

John Hoskins scored twice in a 
minute as Saints lost an entertain¬ 
ing early-season Division 2 
encounter. 

Palace stormed into a 2-0 lead after 
33 minutes, but Hoskins amazingly 
levelled with strikes in the 35th and 
36th minutes. 

Saints fell 4-2 down before Eric 
Day grabbed a late consolation. 

December 4 1954 
Palace 1 Saints 2 

John Hoskins was again a two- 
goal hero at Selhurst Park, and this 
time Saints won - Hoskins’ decider 
coming two minutes from the final 
whistle. 

January 21,1956 
Palace 0 Saints 2 

Two first half goals from Derek 
Reeves sentenced Palace to another 
defeat in a season which ended with 
their relegation. 

April 26 1958 
Palace 1 Saints 4 

Saints collected a third successive 
league win at the south London 
venue. 

They stormed into a 3-0 half-time 
lead in the Division 3 South fixture 
with two goals from Brian Clifton 
and one from Derek Reeces. 

Terry Paine added a fourth before 
Palace grabbed a consolation. 

March 20 1965 
Palace 0 Saints 2 

Martin Chivers fired Saints into a 
half-time lead, and George O’Brien 
complete another win at Selhurst 
Park ten minutes from time. 

November 20 1965 
Palace 1 Saints 0 

Derek Kevan sentenced Saints to 
defeat in their Second Division pro¬ 
motion season, scoring the only goal 
after seven minutes. 

March 14 1970 
Palace 2 Saints 0 

Goals from Roger Hoy and Cliff 
Jackson gave Palace a crucial win in 
their relegation encounter. 

In the end, Palace finished just a 
point above the drop zone with 
Saints a further two points above in 
fourth bottom slot. 

November 4 1970 
Palace 3 Saints 1 

The Queen was in charge at the 


Palace as Saints suffered another 
defeat. 

Gerry Queen bagged two goals and 
Alan Birchenall added a third. 

Ron Davies had equalised before 
half-time. 

April 11972 
Palace 2 Saints 3 

Mick Channon’s second half dou¬ 


ble gave Saints their first ever top 
flight league win at Palace’s 
Selhurst Park. 

Bobby Stokes had earlier put the 
visitors ahead on 28 minutes before 
John Craven levelled. 

Palace converted a consolation 
penalty in the 80th minute through 
Bobby Kellard after a Denis 
Hollywood foul. 


December 26 1972 
Palace 3 Saints 0 

Don Rogers netted twice in the last 
20 minutes after John Craven had 
opened the scoring on 18 minutes. 

Palace were still relegated at the 
end of the season. 


October 15 1977 
Palace 1 Saints 2 
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1. Moeen AN plays his domestic cricket 
for which county? 

2. Sandy Park is the home of which Aviva 
Premiership team? 

3. In which county is Ludlow racecourse? 

4. Out of which city do the Oilers play 
their National Hockey League home 
matches? 

5. Which Scottish League Two club are 
nicknamed the Gable Endies? 

6. Which Barcelona striker scored 
Spain's winner in Wednesday night's 
friendly against Italy? 

7. How many caps has Wales skipper 
Sam Warburton won for his country? 

8. Which former Williams FI driver links 
up with Romain Grosjean at Lotus this 
season? 

9. Graeme Smith holds the world record 
for captaining the most Test matches for 
South Africa. How many Tests was that? 


10. Defending champion Tiger Woods 
has won the WGC Cadillac 
Championship on seven occasions, but 
who won the event in 2012? 

11. Which two drivers will contest the 
2014 Formula One season for the 
Williams team? 

12. Which city hosted last week's Welsh 
Open snooker tournament? 

13. Name the Argentinian who scored 
both goals in Inter Milan's 2-0 win over 
Bayern Munich in the 2010 Champions 
League final. 

14. Who won golf's Honda Classic in 
Florida on Sunday after winning a four¬ 
way play-off? 

15. In which year did Richard Dunwoody 
win the Grand National aboard West Tip? 

16. Where will this year's Champions 
League final be played? 

17. Which English county side does 
Graeme Smith play for? 

18. What is Andy Murray's current world 
ranking? 

19. Which country finished second 
behind Russia in the Sochi Winter 
Olympics medal table? 

20. Which player is the leading points 
scorer in this year's RBS 6 Nations? 


Saints hit back from conceding a 
ninth minute goal to Steve Perrin. 

Phil Boyer headed a leveller five 
minutes later before Nick Holmes 
struck a winner shortly after the 
half hour mark. 

August 21 1979 
Palace 0 Saints 0 

A goalless stalemate in Palace’s 


first home game back in the old 
First Division. 

October 211980 
Palace 3 Saints 2 

Mike Flanagan bags a hat-trick as 
Palace claim one of just six league 
wins in 1980/81, the season they fin¬ 
ished bottom with a then record low 
of 19 points. 


Steve Moran had twice put Lawrie 
McMenemy’s side in front. 

February 2 1990 
Palace 3 Saints 1 

Saints succumbed to defeat on 
their first league visit to Selhurst 
Park for almost a decade. 

They fell 3-0 down to goals from 
John Salako, Andy Gray and Phil 


Barber before Russell Osman replied. 

March 9 1991 
Palace 2 Saints 1 

Geoff Thomas netted both goals 
for Palace in the season where they 
finished third in the old First 
Division. Glenn Cockerill struck a 
late consolation. 

CONTINUED: PAGE 12 
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March 8,1952 
QPR 2-1 Saints 
Division Two 

After going behind early on, Eric 
Day equalised for Saints in the 11th 
minute, but it was not enough to 
hold off a QPR side that eventually 
finished bottom of the league. 

March 7,1953 

Doncaster Rovers 1 -0 Saints 
Division Two 

The Saints had bad luck on this day 
with Doncaster winning via an own- 
goal from Joe Mallet. Saints fin¬ 
ished second from bottom in the 
league and were relegated. 

March 9,1957 
Ipswich Town 2-0 Saints 
Division Three (South) 

Saints went into the game one 
place behind Ipswich. After fighting 
for a win, two second-half goals 
from Ipswich gifted them the points 
as they raced towards winning the 
league title that year. 

March 8,1958 
Saints 0-1 Reading 
Division Three (South) 

Top of the league going into the 
game, the match attracted the 
biggest crowd at The Dell that sea¬ 
son. Though it wasn’t enough to 
beat Reading, who won the game 
in the second half. Ted Bates was 
busy after the game with the sign¬ 
ings of Ken Birch and Ron Davies. 

March 7,1959 
Norwich 3-1 Saints 
Division Three 

Denis Pring made his debut on a 
day Saints simply weren’t good 
enough to beat the cup semi-final¬ 
ists. Terry Paine scored a consola¬ 
tion goal late in the second-half 
with an angled shot. 

March 9,1959 
Saints 0-6 Brentford 
Division Three 

Saints were hit for six in a post-war 
record defeat at The Dell by a 
Brentford side who went on to fin¬ 
ish 3rd in the league. 

March 7,1960 
Newport County 5-1 Saints 
Division Three 

Southampton were 3-0 down at 
half-time on this day. John Page 
grabbed a consolation goal from 
the penalty spot in a season that 
Southampton won the Division 
Three title. 


March 9,1963 
Cardiff City 3-1 Saints 
Division Two 

A bad day for Saints, missing three 
good chances to score during the 
game, although George O’brien 
scored the pick of the goals with a 
30-yard drive. 



From page 11 

November 16 1991 
Palace 1 Saints 0 

Geoff Thomas was again the home 
match winner, netting in the 67th 
minute. 

September 29 1992 
Palace 1 Saints 2 

Iain Dowie scored twice against 
the club he would later manage. 

John Salako had missed a penalty 
before the deadlock had been bro¬ 
ken. 

Eric Young levelled for the hosts 
either side of Dowie’s brace. 

November 111994 
Palace 0 Saints 0 

Palace became the first - and so far 
only - club to be relegated from the 
top flight after finishing fourth from 
bottom. 

December 26 1997 
Palace 1 Saints 1 

Paul Jones ensured Saints left with 
a point after he saved a late penalty 
from Itzik Zohar. 

Matt Oakley had put Saints ahead 
before former Dell striker Neil 
Shipperley equalised. 

This was another top flight season 
when Palace were relegated. 

May 7 2005 
Palace 2 Saints 2 

Danny Higginbotham scored in 
injury time to prevent Harry 


GOAL: Rickie Lambert heads 
in for Saints in 2012 and, 
right, celebrates. 

Redknapp’s Saints from losing this 
critical relegation encounter. 

Both sides were down to ten men 
in the second half after Saints scorer 
Peter Crouch and Gonzalo Sorondo 
were shown red after a melee. 

Ex-Saint Fitz Hall had put Palace 
ahead before Higginbotham’s late 
leveller.The point for both sides did¬ 
n’t matter, as both clubs were rele¬ 
gated the following week. 

April 22 2006 
Palace 2 Saints 1 

Goals from Andy Johnson and sub 
Clinton Morrison gave Palace victo¬ 
ry. 

Ricardo Fuller, Saints’ top scorer 
that season with a paltry nine goals, 
had levelled. 

September 12 2006 


Palace 0 Saints 2 

Strike pair Kenwyne Jones and 
Grzegorz Rasiak were on target for 
George Burley’s men. 

February 2 2008 
Palace 1 Saints 1 

Stern John plundered an 84th 
minute leveller for a Saints side 
under the caretaker management of 
Jason Dodd and John Gorman. 

James Scowcroft - who had netted 
an opening day hat-trick at St 


Mary’s earlier in th season - had 
opened the scoring in the 73rd 
minute. 

December 8 2008 
Palace 3 Saints 0 

A Palace side containing Nathaniel 
Clyne and Jose Fonte brushed aside 
a struggling Saints team who includ¬ 
ed Adam Lallana and loanee Jack 
Cork. 

Palace were 2-0 up inside 15 min¬ 
utes through Shefki Kuqi and Craig 


Beattie before Paul Ifill added a late 
third. 

April 9 2012 
Palace 0 Saints 2 

Rickie Lambert scored both goals 
as Saints won an Easter Monday 
outing to move a step closer the 
Premier League. 

Lambert got in ahead of Nathaniel 
Clyne at the back post to head a first 
half opener, before rifling in a 
superb shot after the interval. 


SEE MONDAY’S ECHO FOR MORE SAINTS NEWS 
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ABOVE: Stem John celebrates netting for Saints. 


LEFT: Kenwyne Jones heads in for Saints in 2006. 
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ALL TODAY’S RESULTS AND THE LATEST TABLES: SEE PAGE 48 


March 7,1964 
Leeds United 3-1 Saints 
Division Two 

After going behind in the second 
minute, John McGuigan grabbed 
one back for Saints as England 
boss Alf Ramsey watched from the 
stands. The game turned out to be 
George Kirby’s last for the club. 

March 8,1968 
Saints 2-1 Fulham 
Division One 

A Mike Channon double won the 
game at The Dell that day, despite 
Fulham scoring from a second-half 
penalty, awarded for a foul by 
Denis Hollywood. Fulham finished 
bottom of the league that year. 

March 8,1969 
Saints 1-0 Sunderland 
Division One 

Ron Davies scored the only goal of 
the game just a minute before half¬ 
time with a header. The game 
marked Sunderland’s fifth month 
without gaining a point away from 
home. 


March 7,1970 
Saints 1-1 Sunderland 
Division One 

A game of three penalty’s. Ron 
Davies had the first one saved by 
the Sunderland keeper at 0-0. 
However, Mike Channon converted 
Southampton’s second penalty of 
the game minutes later to put them 
ahead. Sunderland were then given 
the chance to score from the spot 
late on, which they did successful¬ 
ly- 

March 9,1976 
Fulham 1-0 Saints 
Division two 

Fulham scored in just the eighth 
minute to put Saints behind. 
Southampton were lucky to only 
concede one, after Fulham missed 
a penalty and also had two goals 
disallowed. Southampton finished 
the year in 6th place. 

March 8,1977 

Manchester United 2-1 Saints 
FA Cup 5th Round Replay 

After a 2-2 draw at The Dell in the 
first fixture, Saints went into the 
game on a run of 13 FA Cup games 
unbeaten having won the previous 
year’s trophy against the same 
opponents. Southampton went 
behind early on, but after being 
awarded a penalty were level 
before half-time. Though, that was 
not enough to beat United who 
won the game and eventually the 
cup. 


March 8,1980 
Leeds United 2-0 Saints 
Division One 

An unlucky Saints side had two 
disallowed goals and hit the 
woodwork, the loss was hard done- 
by. David Peach was sold to 
Swindon Town shortly after the 
game. 
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THIS WEEK’S 

JACKPOT 

£ 45,000 

PLUS 70 consolation 

HH 4%jpi fh noiirocl prizes of £15 each week 

■ flEfR nearest 20 for Southern Daily Echo 

■ M UHI I miCQ 20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 

W m ■ 11 1 IM 1 W 10 for Dorset Echo 
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RESULTS 
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CLOSING DATE 
FOR POSTAL 
ENTRIES 

Thursday 
9am, 

13 March 
2014 

Names of 
winners will be 
iUi published on 

Saturday, 

15 March 
or Sunday 
A 16 March 
/) 2014 


PLUS 70 consolation 
prizes of £15 each week 

20 for Southern Daily Echo 

20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 
10 for Dorset Echo 
10 for Sunday Independent 
10 for Brighton Argus 


E IND THE BALL is a test of skill 
and football knowledge and is 
open to readers of the 
hampton, Bournemouth, Dorset 
Echos, Brighton Argus and Sunday 
Independent, Plymouth. 

You have to use your skill and 
judgement to determine the exact 
centre of the ball. 

Mark an X with a ballpoint pen on 
the picture where you consider that 
position to be-clear rubber stamps 
and self adhesive labels will also be 
accepted. 

Every coupon will be carefully 
examined and the jackpot prize will be 
paid to the entrant whose cross 
marks the exact centre of the ball 
when the photograph was taken. 

If the Jackpot is not won, £1,000 will 
be added to next week’s jackpot and 
£50 will be added to the nearest-miss 
prize. 

The nearest-miss prize will be paid 
out to the competitor whose cross is 
nearest to the centre of the ball when 
there is no jackpot winner. 


When a jackpot has been won the 
next week’s prize reverts back to 
£6,000 and the nearest-miss prize at 
£ 1 , 000 . 

If the Jackpot is not won after 45 
weeks, when standing at £50,000, 
three nearest miss prizes will be 
awarded totalling £24,000-with a first 
prize of £12,000, a second prize of 
£8,000 and a third prize of £4,000. 

The jackpot for the following week 
will be £26,000 with £1,000 being 
added each week. The nearest miss 
prize will be £2,000 with £50 added 
each week until the jackpot prize 
reaches £50,000. 

If there is still no entry showing the 
exact centre of the ball, the process is 
repeated until there is an exact centre 
of the ball winner. 

If there is more than one winner the 
jackpot will be shared and, 
similarly, if there is more than one 
runner-up the nearest miss prize will 
also be shared. 


Winners 


Competition number S07 


WINNER 


JACKPOT WINNER no 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Mr D Eavis, Dorchester, Dorset 
who wins the nearest miss prize of £2,900 
The following competitors each receive a consolation prize of £15 


Mr L Blakely, Southampton, Hants 
Miss J Blakely, Southampton, Hants 
Mr M Brooke, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs K Brunsdon, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs M Buckman, Southampton, Hants 
Mr K Coxon, Christchurch, Dorset 
Mrs E Depoix, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs S Dupont, Romsey, Hants 
Mrs D Elliott, Southampton, Hants 
Mr R Fry, Southampton, Hants 


Rules 


Mrs B Harris, Fair Oak, Hants 
Mrs C Hiscock, Southampton, Hants 
Mr G Jessup, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs A Legg, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs A Lewis, Southampton,Hants 
Mr C Pratt, Eastleigh, Hants 
Mrs V Simmons, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs S Smith, Southampton, Hants 
Mr R Travers, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs W Williams, Southampton, Hants 


1. You are allowed a minimum of 60 crosses and a maximum of 325 per coupon. Coupons with 326 or 
more will be disqualified. Entries altered defaced or mutilated will be invalid. Crosses must be distinct 
and separate. 2 . Competitors may submit as many coupons as they wish. Members of a family can 
send their entries in one envelope with a covering postal order or cheque. 3. No responsibility can be 
accepted for entries delayed, lost or mislaid. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. 
4. Payment may be made by postal order or cheque for the correct amount payable to Newsquest, and 
crossed Co.’ Stamps will not be accepted in payment. 5. A competitor cannot win more than one 
share of the prize money across all titles each week. 6.The Editor’s decision on winning entry or entries 
and matters relating to this competition is binding in honour only. NO CORRESPONDENCE CAN BE 
ENTERED INTO. 7. Employees of NEWSQUEST Media Group and subsidiary companies and members 
of their families are not eligible to enter the competition. 8.Address entries to FTB P0 Box 24 
Competitions, Southampton SOI 6 9ZD in a sealed envelope. Understamped entries are not accepted. 
9. Prize monies are held for and on behalf of winners. 10. Do not send cash in the post. 11. Winners will 
be required to participate in publicity. 12. Photocopies not accepted. 13. For rules go to 
www.dailyecho.co.uk/promotions/rules,www.newsquest.co.uk/terms or write in for a copy. 
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Non-league Action 


FA VASE QUARTER-FINAL Staling 1 Wisbech Town 0 


Boatmen storm on 


Wendy Gee 

wendy. gee@ dailyecho .co.uk 

NON-LEAGUE REPORT! 



LEE Wort came up trumphs 
again as super Sholing tri¬ 
umphantly booked their place 
in the FA Vase semi-finals at 
the Silverlake Arena this after¬ 
noon. 

As in the last round, the 22-year- 
old striker from St Mary’s emerged 
as the match winner in a 1-0 victory 
over Cambridgeshire outfit Wisbech 
Town in front of a 426-strong crowd. 

The visitors started positively, 
forcing a couple of early free-kicks 
on the flanks. 

Sholing competed well but took 
their time to settle offensively, regis¬ 
tering their first shot on target on 
nine minutes when Lee Wort 
brought the ball down on the left and 
unleashed a firm angled shot which 
keeper Carl Macnee was solidly 
behind. 

Three minutes later, Wort popped 
up on the right of the area, played in 
by a raking pass by fit-again right- 
back Mike Carter, but Wisbech play¬ 
er-manager Paul Cousins stood up 
well in front of the striker, whose 
shot was high. 

The Boatmen kept up the pressure 
by forcing a couple of corners on the 
left but, from the second one, 
Wisbech broke and Callum Reed 
fired a long-range effort wide. 

The Fenmen then appealed in vain 
for a penalty for handball when 
Stuart Cobb’s header brushed 
against home skipper Byron Mason, 
but it was an optimistic shout to say 
the least. 

The Boatmen upped the temp and 
created the best chance to date on 20 
minutes when Barry Mason burst 
down the right and skipped past two 
defenders inside the area. 

He squared for Wort, but the ball 
arrived slightly behind the lethal 
marksman, who dug out a shot but 
dragged it wide. 

Wisbech then went close from a 
set-piece - Cobb winning another 
header, Cousins having a shot 
blocked and Adam Millson firing 
across goal and wide. 


The break-through came just 
before the half-hour - and it went 
Sholing’s way. 

With the visitors playing a high 
line defensively, Ashley Jarvis bril¬ 
liantly controlled the ball inside the 
centre circle, turned and played 
WORT through one-on-one with last 
defender Cousins. 

There was only going to be one 
winner with the nifty No. 9 pulling 
out slightly to the left and rolling the 
ball into the far corner. 

Wisbech responded with a hard-hit 
Danny White effort from the right 
by-line which stung keeper Matt 
Brown’s hands and, fortunately for 
Sholing, the ball landed out of 
harm’s way. 

Sholing were looking lively howev¬ 
er and, on 40 minutes, Bryon Mason 
headed wide from a Marc Diaper 
free-kick awarded for a foul on his 
brother, Barry. 


Essex woe as ten- 


But there was a scare for the 
Boatmen just before half-time when, 
following good passing football by 
the visitors, Reed unleashed a blast 
from the right which rattled the out¬ 
side of the post. 

Half-time: 

SHOLING 1 WISBECH 0 

The game ebbed and flowed at the 
start of the second-half with neither 
goalkeeper unduly troubled. 

When he was called into action, 
Wisbech’s Macney sprinted positive¬ 
ly out of his area to cut out Wort’s 
ball over the top, arriving just ahead 
of Barry Mason. 

As the half progressed the visitors 
were seeing more of the possession 
and, on the hour, Sholing’s giant 
centre-back Pete Castle made a rare 
error inside the area but recovered 
quickly with a perfectly timed tackle 
on White and scraped the ball away 
for a corner. 


Manager Dave Diaper responded to 
the pressure by taking off Jarvis and 
throwing on Alex Sawyer to shore- 
up midfield. 

Sholing had a sniff of a chance 
when Marc Diaper set Marvin 
McLean away, but Neal Spafford 
kept up with the speedy winger and 
shepherded the ball salfey back to 
the keeper. 

But Wisbech were slowly winding 
up the pressure and, as in the last 
round against Larkhall, the 
Boatmen were riding their luck 
defensively and becoming increas¬ 
ingly reliant on breakaways. By, lit¬ 
tle by little, the home side composed 
themselves again and, on 70-minutes 
Sawyer laid the ball off to Carter 
who did well to work himself space, 
but shot over from 20 yards. 

Tyronne Bowers then made a rare 
surge into the opposition box, latch¬ 
ing onto Wort’s pass but his drag- 
back from the by-line just eluded 
Bryon Mason. 

There was another scare for 
Sholing on 75 minutes when 
Wisbech broke down the left and 
White laid the ball back to sub 
Kieron Doherty who powered a 
superb first time strike wide from 
distance. 

The visitors went closer still two 
minutes later when Reed hit the 
woodwork for a second time. This 
time the No. 7 let fly from 30 yards 
out on the right and saw his effort 
strike the foot of the far post with 
keeper Brown beaten. 

With time running out and 
Wisbeck left with no option but to go 
all out for an equaliser, Sholing had 
the chance to exploit gaps at the 
back. 

And, on 80 minutes, Barry Mason 
won an important header to send 
Wort surging through but Macney 
denied him with a smart block. 

Wisbech threw everything they 
could at Sholing and the announce¬ 
ment of four minutes of added time 
was probably the last thing the home 
side wanted to hear. 

But, as against Larkhall, Brown’s 
handling was assured under pres¬ 
sure and he was well protected by 
inspired defensive work from 
Carter, Diaper, Lee Bright and man- 
of-the-match Castle on another his¬ 
toric afternoon for the Portsmouth 
Road club. 


man Eastleigh lose 



CRACKED IT: Sholing celebrate reaching the FA Vase semi-finals. 


Skrill Conference South 

Concord Rangers 3 Eastleigh 2 
EASTLEIGH suffered a disappoint¬ 
ing defeat in Essex as Concord 
came from 2-1 behind to beat them 
3-2. 

Having trailed 1-0 at the interval 
Eastleigh equalised through BEN 
WRIGHT three minutes into the 
second half, writes Malcolm 
Clarke. 

Eastleigh’s task was made a lot 
harder when, following a challenge 
on home captain Steve King, Reece 
Connolly was shown a straight red. 

However Eastleigh responded by 


taking off Stuart Fleetwood and 
replacing him with defender Chris 
Dillon. 

Eastleigh then took the lead when 
a poor backpass set up BEN 
SCRIVENS who had a simple tap- 
in. However the visitors drew level 
when substitute TONY STOKES 
headed home from a corner. 

At the end of normal time a head¬ 
er by fellow substitute STEVE 
CAWLEY from a cross by James 
White gave Concord the lead. 

Eastleigh kept battling and, right 
at the end of added on time, 
Strevens had a header saved by 


Butler. However, despite enthusi¬ 
astic travelling support, it was 
another disappointing defeat for 
Eastleigh in Essex - although they 
still have a lot to play for. 

Eastleigh had made three changes 
to the starting line-up from 
Tuesday’s game at Eastbourne, 
with Jamie Collins, Ben Wright 
and Reece Connolly starting. 

Early on Eastleigh forced home 
goalkeeper Jamie Butler into 
action, firstly blocking an effort 
from Strevens and then diving at 
the feet of Wright. 

He also saved a free kick from 


Michael Green. And in another 
Eastleigh attack, Wright shot nar¬ 
rowly over the bar. 

But, for all their pressing, 
Eastleigh could not find the target. 

Concord, however, were playing 
with determination and they scored 
a goal with their first attack of note 
in the 37th minute when Taylor 
Miles set up SAM COLLINS who 
scored with an excellent strike from 
just outside the penalty area. 

James White for the home team 
also had a shot saved by Eastleigh 
goalkeeper Ross Flitney in the first 
half. 



Non-league 
News 


Poole boss 
rattled by 
late call-off 


TOM Killick was fuming about 
the controversial late postpone¬ 
ment of Poole Town’s home 
game against Stourbridge last 
Saturday. 

The Dolphins had called in a 
local referee to inspect the sur¬ 
face twice before and during the 
West Midland outfit’s long trip 
down to Dorset, while an army of 
volunteers worked on the boggy 
right corner at the far end of the 
ground. 

The surface was tentatively 
given the green light, but any 
prospect of play was ruled out by 
Weston-super-Mare-based 
match official Yianni Fawas upon 
arrival - a decision that left Killick 
incandescent with rage. 

The Poole manager, pictured 
below, whose side’s Calor 
Southern Premier promotion 
hopes are under threat from a 
huge fixture backlog, said: “In my 
view there was no way the refer¬ 
ee should have postponed the 
game. 

“This season football clubs are 
finding themselves in exceptional 
positions in terms of matches 
that have to be 
played, so refer¬ 
ees need a bit 
of latitude to 
get games on 
in conditions 
that, perhaps, 
aren’t the 
most ideal. 

“I’m not sug¬ 
gesting matches 
should be played 
when it is clear the pitch is not fit, 
but when it is touch and go I 
think referees have to be sensible 
as long as both teams are happy 
to play. 

“Unfortunately the referee was 
not prepared to act in that man¬ 
ner last Saturday. 

“Let’s not make any bones 
about it, that area of the pitch 
was very heavy, but there was no 
surface water on it as such, it 
was just really muddy. It was 
about 15 per cent of the pitch 
and the rest was in perfect condi- 
tion.We do seem to have reached 
a point where you’re not allowed 
to play football in the mud. 

“Referees tell me it’s danger¬ 
ous, but I’m sure there is a much 
greater risk playing on rock-hard 
pitches in July and August.” 

Poole’s play-off hopes suffered 
a knock-back on Wednesday 
when they lost 1 -0 at league 
leaders Hemel Hempstead. 

The Dolphins had an early 
Jordan Chiedozie ‘goal’ ruled out 
for offside and then slipped 
behind on 25 minutes. 

Shortly afterwards, Chiedozie 
limped off with a groin strain and 
was replaced by ex-AFC Totton 
winger Jono Davies. Poole made 
chance after chance in the sec¬ 
ond half, but couldn’t summon up 
an equaliser. 
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Havant to take on 
Town in Hants final 

THIS year’s Hampshire FA Senior Cup 
final will be an all Conference South 
affair between Havant & Waterlooville 
and Basingstoke Town at Fratton Park. 

Former Winchester City and Newport 
loW goal-getter Alek Przespolewski 
struck twice on Monday as Havant 
overhwelmed AFC Portchester 4-0 in 
the first semi-final, with Christian 
Nanetti (penalty) and Dennis Oli also on 
target. 

Twenty-four hours later FA Trophy 
finalists Gosport Borough fell 2-0 down 
in the first half at Privett Park as 
Basingstoke took control through 
Simon Dunn and ex-Saint Jordace 
Holder-Spooner. 

Former Follands winger Rory 
Williams struck twice in the second half 
to pull Borough back on terms, but 
Robbie Matthews nicked it for 
Basingstoke 3-2 at the death. 

The big former Salisbury and 
Eastleigh striker chose the perfect 
moment to score only his second goal 
of the season, picking the pocket of a 
defender and rounding keeper Gareth 
Barfoot before slotting into the empty 
net. 

“We lost a two-goal lead, but credit 
to the players for digging deep, finish¬ 
ing strongly and getting the result to 
put us in the final at Fratton Park,” said 
Basingstoke boss Jason Bristow. 

Jason to wield the 
axe at Weymouth 

JASON Matthews promised to make 
changes at Weymouth after Saturday’s 
disappointing 2-2 home result against 
Biggleswade Town. 

But one player whose future appears 
to be safe with the Terras is former 
Salisbury, Bashley and Winchester City 
midfielder Adam Kelly who left Tiverton 
Town to join Weymouth in January. 

Experienced ex-Eastleigh goalkeeper 
Matthews, who took over the 
Weymouth reins from Brendon King in 
December, said: “I thought Adam 
played well again on Saturday and he 
is really showing me how much he 
wants to be here. 

“His attitude and will to win have 
really impressed me. We will be look¬ 
ing to sit down with him in the near 
future about tying him up for next 
year.” 

The mid-table Terras though have 
conceded 24 goals in their last nine 
Southern Premier outings and it is 
clear things need to change. 

“We keep shooting ourselves in the 
foot and it cannot continue,” Matthews 
insisted. 

“Some people have had two or three 
chances to put it right, but mistakes 
are continuing to be made and they are 
costing us dear.” 

Weymouth leaked four goals on 
Tuesday - all scored by the same man. 

Chesham’s Chris Dillon was destroy¬ 
er-in-chief as the Terras were gunned 
down 4-2 at home by the second- 
placed Generals. 

“Once again we didn’t defend well 
enough,” sighed Matthews. “I seem to 
be saying that after every game at the 
moment.” 


need help, as do a few clubs - us 
included. It would be sad for Bashley 
and for football in this area if they 
were unable to continue. 

“I really hope something will hap¬ 
pen to save them.” 

Watched by a crowd of 272 at 
Bashley Road, Totton took the lead 
after 14 minutes when Sherborne - 
making his first league start after 
well over a season sidelined by injury 
- bravely put his head in where it 
hurt to bury Harrison Gilkes’ cross. 

Totton made the points safe with 14 
minutes remaining when Gilkes’s fel¬ 
low AFC Bournemouth loanee 
Lindsay climbed highest to nod home 
Liam Gilbert’s corner. 

It was just reward, having con¬ 
trolled long spells of the game 
against a Bash side shorn of unavail¬ 
able centre-back Dave Marden and 
goalkeeper Nic Jones. 

“It wasn’t much of a spectacle,” 
admitted Riley. “It was quite a heavy 
pitch which made it difficult for both 
teams. 

“Bashley hit the bar (with a Warren 
Kenna header) before we scored, 
which was maybe the bit of luck we 
needed, but that was their only real 
chance of the first half. We snuffed 
them out well and when I spoke 
to Paul Gazzard afterwards, 
he said we were the better 
side, which is always nice to 
1 hear. 

“I’d demanded a better 
* return from set-pieces, so it 
was great to see Lewis 
Lindsay’s header go in.” 

Victory stretched Totton’s 
unbeaten run to three 
games, coming on top 
of a 2-2 home draw 
St Neots and 
Saturday’s 4-3 
thriller at 

Banbury United. 
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BATTLE: Bashley co-boss Paul Gazzard and, inset, Manny Soetan, who netted the winner at Arlesey Town last weekend. 


Bashley aren’t 
the only ones in 
money trouble 

BASHLEY are not the only 
Calor Southern Premier club 
with a doubtful future. 

Corby Town have warned 
that an ongoing dispute with 
Corby Borough Council 
could force them into admin¬ 
istration. 

The Steelmen claim to be 
owed almost £200,000 as 
part of a deal to run local 
facilities near the club’s sta¬ 
dium and have initiated legal 
proceedings against the 
council. 

The council, meanwhile, 
say the club’s claims contain 
“factual inaccuracies”. 

Kevin Ingram, chairman of 
the football club, told BBC 
Radio Northampton earlier 
this week: “We’re had virtual¬ 
ly no income since Christmas 
(because of postponed 
games). We’ve very close to 
the wire.” 

Ingram also confirmed the 
club are behind on paying 
players’ wages. 

The Southern Premier are 
already running with one 
club short after Hinckley 
United was wound up last 
October. 


DESPERATE BASH 
NEED MORE CASH 


New Forest club on the brink of extinction 


BASHLEY will be operating 
without a playing budget for 
the rest of the Calor Southern 
Premier Division campaign. 

The cash-strapped New Forest 
outfit could potentially go under at 
the end of the season depending on 
the outcome of next Thursday’s 
(March 13) emergency general 
meeting. 

The Foresters’ 37 members will be 
voting on the following resolution: 
“That unless adequate funding is 
forthcoming and executive vacan¬ 
cies filled, Bashley FC will have no 
alternative but to start proceedings 
to dissolve the club after the com¬ 
pletion of the 2013/14 season.” 

Chairman Mike Cranidge admit¬ 
ted last week that Bash were 
“approximately” five weeks behind 
on paying players but said the 
backlog would be cleared through 
gate receipts before the end of the 
season. But, despite insisting that 
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Bash are currently debt-free, 
Cranidge estimates their financial 
shortfall will be between £40,000 
and £60,000 by the end of the sea¬ 
son. 

Although the outlook is bleak for 
67-year-old club, joint team bosses 
Paul Gazzard and John Pyatt have 
been encouraged by the players’ 
response to the playing budget 
being scrapped. 

“We had a good chat with the lads 
and explained that the club could 
just not do it any more,” said 
Gazzard. 

“To a man they were brilliant and 
it was great to see them all behind 
the cause. Everyone understood 
and intimated they would see out 
the season. 

“They are all committed and will 


stay because we have a good dress¬ 
ing room with decent lads I don’t 
think it is hard for sportsmen to 
motivate themselves to go out and 
give their best. 

“I think it will be harder for me 
and John (Pyatt) because how can 
we criticise them if they’re not per¬ 
forming well or coming to train¬ 
ing?” 

Bashley dug in for a 1-0 victory at 
Arlesey Town last Saturday. 

They moved off the bottom of the 
Southern Premier Division thanks 
to a decisive strike by ex-Team 
Solent, AFC Totton and Blackfield 
& Langley frontman Manny 
Soetan. 

Afterwards co-boss Pyatt said 
there were no signs of the players 
throwing the towel in. 

“Everyone knows where they are 
now and the boys are sticking 
together,” said the former 
Brockenhurst and Lymington 
Town manager. 


“I have been at struggling clubs 
before and you just have to keep 
going. I am no quitter and I know 
that if the club had not been in a 
bad position, then I probably 
wouldn’t have been offered the job 
in the first place. 

“It is still a great opportunity and 
being involved with a bunch of lads 
who are sticking with it, despite not 
getting paid, inspires me even 
more.” 

On the cutbacks, chairman 
Cranidge said: “We will work with 
a nil budget and I am very grateful 
to the players who are sympathetic 
to our situation. 

“Even if we have to close, they are 
still in the eye of the football world 
and I have every confidence they 
will play on with heart and spirit.” 

Bash suffered home disappoint¬ 
ment on Tuesday, beaten 2-0 by fel¬ 
low relegation battlers AFC Totton 
who scored through Nathaniel 
Sherborne and Lewis Lindsay. 


Non-league 
News 


Boro hitman 
Sills lands 
Conference 
South gong 

GOSPORT Borough striker 
Tim Sills, pictured below, 
has been named Skrill 
Conference South player-of- 
the-month for February. 
Super Sills, 34, fired 
Borough to Wembley with 
four memorable FA Trophy 
goals during the month. 
Having scored in the 2-1 
quarter-final win at North 
Ferriby United, the Romsey- 
born former Basingstoke, 
Aldershot and Torquay tar- 
getman came into his own 
at the semi-final stage. 

He netted all three goals to 
oust neighbours Havant & 
Waterlooville 3-1 on aggre¬ 
gate - first putting his side 
in front in the 1-1 draw at 
Westleigh Park, then netting 
twice with 
head in 
Borough’s 
amazing 
2-0 sec¬ 
ond leg 
triumph 
at Privett 
Park. 

Sills’s 
knockout 
form is 
remarkable con¬ 
sidering that, unbeknown to 
him, he arrived from Bashley 
in the autumn with a frac¬ 
tured ankle. 

He said: “I just thought it 
was the ligaments and I was 
strapping it up, then I got an 
X-ray after six weeks and it 
turned out it was a fracture. 
“I was managing that while 
I was trying to play. 

“I haven’t trained for about 
five months, but it’s fine 
when I play. Then I recover 
and do it all again!” 

Despite Gosport’s extraor¬ 
dinary achievement of 
reaching Wembley, Alex Pike 
did not pick up the manag- 
er-of-the-month prize. That 
went to former Eastleigh 
boss Paul Doswell, who kept 
Sutton United on the play¬ 
off path with a haul of eight 
league points out of 12. 

The Premier Division hon¬ 
ours for February went to 
league leaders Luton Town. 
Hatters’ boss John Still 
picked up the manager’s 
award and free-scoring 
striker Andre Gray was the 
outstanding player. 
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Hawk sign 
ex-Saint 

EASTLEIGH’S upcoming 
Skrill Conference South 
opponents Whitehawk 
have signed former Saints 
wideman Jason St Juste. 

The 28-year-old former 
Darlington left-sided play¬ 
er signed a short-term 
contract at St Mary’s in 
September 2005 following 
Simon Clifford’s appoint¬ 
ment as a coach at the 
club. 

He had started his career 
under Clifford’s guidance 
at Garforth Town and 
became a graduate of the 
Brazilian Soccer School 
programme in Leeds. 

He failed to make a sin¬ 
gle first-team appearance 
for Southampton, rejoining 
Garforth in November 
2006. Since then he has 
plied his trade at Sandnes 
Ulf in Norway, FC Halifax 
Town and Bradford Park 
Avenue. 

Brighton-based 
Whitehawk, who entertain 
Eastleigh on Tuesday, 
March 18, and visit the 
Silverlake on Saturday, 
April 5, are now managed 
by former Lewes, 
Farnborough and 
Macclesfield boss Steve 
King who is delighted to 
have St Juste on board. 

He said: “Jason can play 
left-back or left-wing. 

“He is quicker than Theo 
Walcott, who he was at 
Southampton with. He is a 
player I have tried to sign 
in the past.” 

Whitehawk have also 
signed Kieron Forbes from 
Forest Green Rovers. The 
midfielder was England C 
player-of-the-year last 
season. 

Craig stays 
in the job 

LAST Saturday’s 3-1 
defeat at Eastleigh very 
nearly turned out to be 
Craig Laird’s last game in 
charge of Weston-super- 
Mare. 

The popular Scot was 
axed by the Skrill 
Conference South play-off 
chasers on Monday amid 
a row over finances and 
contracts. 

But, just 24 hours later, 
the Seagulls sensationally 
reinstated him after irate 
fans and players had 
bombarded the club’s 
Facebook site overnight. 

Laird subsequently 
signed a two-year contract 
extension. 

Goals by Ben Wright, Jai 
Reason and Craig 
McAllister sank Weston 
last Saturday as Richard 
Hill’s Eastleigh successful¬ 
ly avenged January’s 3-2 
defeat at the Woodspring 
Stadium. 
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HITMAN: Eastleigh 
forward Reece 
Connolloy. 




“Both Reece and Yemi Odubade can 
play centre-forward, but they can also 
play wide right if we want them to. 

“We’ve got nice cover in midfield 
before considering Will Evans 
as a midfielder, and we’ve got 
four centre-halves - Dean 
Beckwith, Chris Todd, 

Will and Chris Dillon. 

“Jai Reason can drop 
back into central midfield 
if needed and if we had to 
play Ben Strevens at left-back he’d do it. 

“We can play these lads in all sorts of 
positions and I don’t think it devalues the 
team.” 

Having seen off Weston-super-Mare 3-1 
at the Silverlake Stadium last Saturday, 
Eastleigh inched closer to leaders 
Bromley on Tuesday. 

Although neither of the top two 
emerged victorious, the point picked up 
in a 1-1 draw at Eastbourne Borough 
could prove decisive for the Spitfires fur¬ 
ther down the line. 

Having fallen behind to a 41st-minute 
goal by former Havant defender Ian 
Simpemba at Priory Lane, Eastleigh hit 
back through Stuart Fleetwood 15 min¬ 
utes from time. 

And there was high drama in stoppage 
time when Spitfires keeper Ross Flitney 
saved a penalty from former Eastleigh 
loanee Frankie Raymond. 

Referee Stuart Butler pointed the spot 
when Eastbourne’s Elvis Hammond 
went tumbling under a challenge from 
Jamie Collins. 

Flitney was booked for taking issue 
with Raymond placing the ball on the 
spot but he had the last laugh, diving to 

his left to parry the ball away. 

At one stage it looked as if the 
Spitfires would lose ground on 
Bromley who, having fallen behind 
to a 20th-minute Jamie Slabber 
goal at home to Sutton, hit back to 
lead 2-1 through a Pierre Joseph- 
Dubois brace. 

But there was a triple sting 
in the tail for the Kent 
table-toppers as Paul 
Doswell’s Us roared back 
with three goals in the 
last 11 minutes through 
Dean Sinclair (2) and 
Craig Dundas to win 4- 
2. 

It left Hill’s Spitfires 
five points behind 
Bromley with two 
games in hand and a trip to 
Hayes Lane still to come on 
April 8. 




RICHARD Hill has paid tribute to the 
character shown by Eastleigh striker 
Reece Connolly. 

When the 22-year-old arrived at the 
Silverlake Stadium in January, he was 
enduring one of the most difficult times of 
his young life. 

The former Aldershot Town striker had¬ 
n’t played for three months after traces of 
drugs were allegedly found in his system 
during a test carried out by his old club 
Farnborough. 

Connolly, with the backing of the 
Professional Footballers’ Association, 
questioned whether club medics were 
right to order the test rather than involv¬ 
ing the Football Association, who are still 
looking into the case. 

Despite that backdrop of uncertainty, 
Connolly has settled in well at Eastleigh 
and recently opened his scoring account 
for the Spitfires in the 3-2 home win over 
Maidenhead. 

He was a long-time target of Hill’s 
stretching back to his Aldershot days - 
the Eastleigh boss having first encoun¬ 
tered him when he was helping out as 
coach at Dicot Town and Connolly 
arrived on loan from the Shots. 

Hill, pictured below, acknowledged: 
“Reece has had a tough time of it lately 
and if he had less of a character than the 
one he’s got he could have crumbled. 

“His fitness levels weren’t great when 
he came to us because he hadn’t played 
for three months. 

“But he’s worked hard to improve 
his fitness and he’s done really well. 

“The lads were all happy to see him 
score against Maidenhead and, per¬ 
sonally, I’m really pleased for him.” 

Connolly is another of those adapt¬ 
able players who will prove 
invaluable to Eastleigh as 
they heap the pressure on 
Skrill Conference South 
leaders Bromley. 

Fans have questioned the 
depth of Hill’s squad, but 
the manager said: “With 
Craig McAllister fit 
again, we’ve got for¬ 
wards we can give a 
breather to - and that’s 
before considering Ben 
Strevens, who’s mainly a 
midfield player, as a striker. 


MORE NON-LEAGUE NEWS ONUNE: WWW.DAUYECHO.CO.UKfSPORT 
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Man behind the 


camera steps up 
to the big leagues 

PREMIER League giants Arsenal 
have made a new signing from 
Eastleigh, swooping for 26-year- 

old Jamie Graham. 

But it’s not his skills on the 
pitch that have got the 
Southampton-based 
Channel Islander 
noticed, it’s his tal¬ 
ent off it. 

In recent seasons 
Jamie has been a 
familiar face in the 
Silverlake Stadium press box, 
filming the majority of Eastleigh 
games and conducting post¬ 
match interviews with team boss 
Richard Hill. 

He is now doing the same for 
the Gunners as and when needed 
and, in the meantime, will contin¬ 
ue to play a valuable off-field role 
in the Spitfires’ quest for 
Conference Premier football. 

Jamie, who hails from Jersey, 
moved to the south coast to 
study at Southampton Solent 
University. Now living at Ocean 
Village, he works for a shipping 
company during the week and 
devotes his weekends to football, 
juggling his time between 
Eastleigh and The Emirates. 

He explained: “When I first 
arrived at the club I knew very lit¬ 
tle about Eastleigh FC but, from 
travelling away and even working 
on the pitch at 8am with fans, I 
have not only learnt about the his¬ 
tory of the club, but also made 
some good friends along the way. 

“I would have struggled to stay 
motivated to stand on a gantry 
with no roof in places like 
Weston-super-Mare on a Tuesday 
in the pouring rain without the 
fantastic feedback and reception 
the fans have given me 

“I firmly believe I would not 
have been able to achieve the 
opportunity at Arsenal if it wasn’t 
for the videos and interviews I 
have produced at Eastleigh. 

“Arsenal were impressed with 
what I’ve done here and being 
with Eastleigh has helped me get 
to the level I am.” 

The irony of Jamie working for 
the Gunners is that he is actually 
a Chelsea fan - and he’s not the 
only one! 

“There’s actually three people 
in the media department who 
support Chelsea,” he revealed. 

“I’ve been a Blues fan all my 
life. My dad supports them and 
I’ve inherited it from him.” 


WHILE Eddie Howe and Jason 
Tindall have been leading a 
revolution in Dorset, their for¬ 
mer Cherries teammate 
Warren Feeney has been trying 
to plot an uprising in Wiltshire. 

Feeney, who followed Howe and 
Tindall into management at the 
start of this season, has played his 
part in helping steer Salisbury City 
to within touching distance of the 
Football League, writes NEIL 
PERRETT. 

When Mikey Harris, 28, became 
the youngest full-time manager in 
the country last summer, he per¬ 
suaded Feeney to join him with the 
offer of a player-assistant’s role. 

“The call came out of the blue,” 
said Feeney, who holds a UEFA A 
coaching licence. “I had done a bit 
of coaching at Plymouth and had 
opened some soccer schools back 
home. It was a no-brainer for me 
because I saw it as the next step. 

“I love playing and dread the day 
when I have to hang up my boots. I 
started our first three games and 
we lost them all - I thought I had 
made it easy for the manager! 

“I haven’t played much since, just 
a few bits and pieces from the 
bench.” 

Feeney, who was this week linked 
with the vacant manager’s job at 


DOUBLE ACT: Warren 
Feeney and Salisbury boss 
Mikey Harris. 

Linfield, admits his partnership 
with Harris is very much a case of 
good cop, bad cop. 

“When you are a player, you only 
have to concentrate on your own 
performance but it is very different 
when you are on the sidelines,” 
said the 46-times capped Northern 
Ireland international. 

“The manager is into his psychol¬ 
ogy and is a very positive person. 
We are learning from each other. 
He gets the best out of the lads 
using his methods and lets them 
know if they are out of line. 


“I’m a positive person as well but 
there is also a bit of a ruthless 
streak. 

“I have been in dressing rooms 
where you had to have rhino skin 
to survive! 

“As a player, I responded to being 
told what I was doing wrong. 

“Our partnership works very 
well.” 

Feeney, who arrived at Dean 
Court on a free transfer from Leeds 
in 2001 and remains a good friend 
of Ian Harte from their time togeth¬ 
er at Elland Road, netted 36 goals in 
108 league games for Cherries. 

Drafted in towards the end of the 
‘Jermain Defoe season’, he was 
Cherries’ top goalscorer when they 
were relegated in 2001-02 and also 
netted seven times during an 
injury-plagued 2002-03 campaign 
when they won the play-offs. 

He played alongside Howe and a 
number of the current backroom 
staff. 

“Eddie reminds me of our manag¬ 
er,” said the 33-year-old. “He eats 
and sleeps football, is into his 
analysis and also has a ruthless 
steak. 

“I have taken advice from Eddie, 
Jason and Purchy (Stephen 
Purches). You always want to 
learn and bounce ideas off people. 

“After what Eddie has achieved, 


he is someone you would be stupid 
not to listen to. 

“People say they are having a 
great season and they are. But, 
knowing Eddie, he will be thinking 
they can go on. 

“Chairmen need to look at young 
managers and Lee Johnson is 
another one. 

“I was at Oldham and know what 
their budget is. It seems to be 
swings and roundabouts when it 
comes to appointing people but it 
needs a breath of fresh air and 
Eddie has taken that across the 
line.” 

Feeney, who has played in all 
three tiers of the Football League 
and in Scotland, was preparing to 
face runaway Conference leaders 
Luton at the Raymond McEnhill 
Stadium this weekend, the club he 
won promotion with to the second 
tier in 2005. 

“We are a point outside the play¬ 
offs and it is a big game,” said the 
striker. 

“I didn’t know much about this 
league when I arrived and people 
kept telling me we were among the 
favourites to go down. 

“People may say we have already 
over-achieved but we have got to 
strive to go on again. 

“We are that close and have got to 
try to make something of it.” 


ON THE BALL: 
Warren Feeney in 
action for 
Salisbury. 


THE PINK AND DAILY ECHO: BEST FOR NON-LEAGUE NEWS 


CAMERAMAN: Jamie 
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Cargill’s star 
is on the rise 


RISING star Baily Cargill has cited his 
bruising Conference baptism as the 
primary reason behind securing a 
long-term future with AFC 
Bournemouth. 

The 18-year-old defender, who 
spent three months in non-League’s 
top flight with Welling United, returned 
to Dean Court in January with a hatful 
of plaudits - just as he did last year 
having been named player-of-the-sea- 
son during his loan spell with AFC 
Totton in the Southern Premier 
Division. 

During his stint under former 
Cherries player Jamie Day at Welling, 
Cargill impressed at left-back and 
centre-half, making 14 appearances 
at Park View Road. 

His form prompted Wings fans to 
draw comparisons with one of their 
more famous former loan stars - 
Arsenal defender Carl Jenkinson. 

And Cargill, who signed a two-and- 
a-half year deal with Cherries in 
November, admitted the gritty edge 
gained in his loan spell had played a 
significant part in being offered a new 
contract. 

Cargill, right, 
said: “I was really 
thankful for the 
opportunity at 
Welling. It was 
a really good 
stepping stone 
and it helped a 
massive amount. 

“With that 
ground work, I am 
used to the physical bat¬ 
tles now and I don’t think there’s any¬ 
thing better than gaining that experi¬ 
ence. 

“The tempo was much quicker than 
I had been used to and, while 
there was quality on the 
ball, I also played against 
some big units who put 
themselves about. 

“In my first few games, 

I was knocked off the ball 
a bit too easily. We played 
Braintree and it was the 
most physical game I had ever 
been involved in. I must have 
headed the ball about 25 times 
in one half. 

“They had a striker called 
Jordan Cox who was a couple of 
inches taller than me and he just 
came at me all game. I had to deal 
with a few elbows and all sorts. To 
begin with, he was bullying me. 

“But I kept going and used what 
happened to grow into the game. In 
the end, I felt like I had won the battle. 

“From there, I came to expect it that 
bit more. It was a learning curve but I 
think it played a big part in getting a 
new deal because it really helped 
bring on my game.” 

Loan rules stipulate that Cargill can¬ 
not return to Welling this season but 
he is allowed out elsewhere. 

Flowever, he is keen to make an 
impression on Cherries boss Eddie 
Flowe. 

On his chances of grabbing a first- 
team opportunity, he added: “I need 
to build a bit more confidence to be 
able to really knock on the door, but I 
don’t think I’m too far away. 

“A few good performances for the 
development squad or a few good 
training sessions and it might happen. 

I don’t feel like it’s beyond me, I feel 
like I could go out there and do a job. 

“I think it is realistic but it is a mas¬ 
sive step from Conference football 
and, if the manager thinks another 
loan is right for me, I will do whatever 
it takes to progress.” 




ON THE 
BALL: 

Action from 
the Folland 
Sports youth 
day. 

Order no: 18064153 


coaching 
company, 
/ Learning 
Through Sport 
(LTS) Limited, to 
9 J l] < create a School of 
f Development 
Centre. 

LTS already do a lot of work with 
schools in the area . They have formed 
great links with Hamble Community 
Sports College through Mandy Quill 
and Jeremy Ord and one idea in the 
pipeline is to run a football and multi¬ 
skill festival for local schoolchildren at 
Folland’s ground before the end of the 
academic year. 

The spin-off of the community work 



with the schools is the School of 
Development Centre (SODC). Initially 
it will aim to recruit the best local boys 
aged under-7 to under-12 but, in time, 


will stretch right through to under-18s 
and into the Folland’s first team. 

For the past three seasons LTS have 
been running a development centre in 
Basingstoke under the guidance of 
Matt Beckingham, an experienced 
UEFA B Licence Level 3 coach, and 
head coach Sam Ivory. 

So far ten players have either signed 
for professional club academies or are 
currently in elite squads at profession- 
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Won-league 

News, 


the sheer enthusiasm of Danny and 
the vision the club has for the future. 

They want to 
v work more 
m. closely with 1 
the A 

local k 

and sur- 
rounding 

area and community, but 
also help develop local talented 
players who, one day, we all hope will 
go on and play in the Folland’s first 
team. 

“We feel Follands is a club on the up, 
as their current run of league results 
demonstrates, and we are delighted to 
be linking in with the football club at 
this very exciting time.” 

Bowers added: “Christchurch and 
Sholing are great examples of what 
can be done with youth development 
and it will be nice for Folland’s to have 
home-grown players coming through. 

“We’ve finally awoken after years 
and years and we’re trying really hard 
to bring the local community into our 
football club.” 

Folland’s SODC will hold their first 
batch of trials at The Sholing 
Technology College on Monday, 
March 31 (5.30-7.15pm) for outfield 
players and goalkeepers currently 
playing in the under-7 to under-12 age 
range. Places are strictly limited and 
can be booked via the LTS website at 
www. learningthroughsport.co. uk 

Alternatively, email admin@learn- 
ingthroughsport.co. uk 


;amera with their coaches and, below, action from the day. order no: iso64io7 


al academy clubs - a record 
Beckingham and Ivory are very proud 
of. Links have been formed with many 
professional and semi-professional 
clubs and Beckingham was recently 
offered an academy scouting position 
with Premier League outfit Fulham. 

The development centre comple¬ 
ments the training players receive 
with their grassroots teams. Rep 
matches are organised against profes¬ 


sional, semi-professional and private 
coaching companies during training 
nights or school holidays and profes¬ 
sional scouts often attend to run the 
rule over potential academy recruits. 

Welcoming the link-up with 
Folland’s, Beckingham said: “Thanks 
must go to (manager) Danny Bowers 
who has given us his full backing and 
support. 

“We were drawn to Folland Sports by 


LL NEWS ONLINE: WWW.DAILYECH0.C0.VKISP0RT 


Lane: Luck is just 
not with the Oilers 


COLIN Lane admitted he was “gutted” 
for his Fawley AFC players after they 
had a two-goal lead snatched from 
their grasp against Bournemouth 
Poppies on Wednesday night. 

The Oilers - rock-bottom of the 
Sydenhams Premier Division - put 
themselves in the driving seat with first- 
half goals from Charlie Willett and Ben 
Murphy. 

They rode their luck when Poppies 
missed two penalties - one saved by 
Fawley goalkeeper Adam Tong - but 
the real turning point was losing mid- 
field trio Kieran Earl, Callum Tanner and 
Murphy to injury in the last 15 minutes. 

Richard Jackson capitalised with an 
89th-minute reply and then Fawzi Saadi 
rescued Bournemouth a 2-2 draw in the 
sixth minute of stoppage time. 

“We lost one to a hamstring and two 
to cramp and that really opened the 
floodgates,” said Lane. 

“I’m gutted for our lads that they 
couldn’t hold on, but where the referee 
got six minutes of stoppage time from I 
will never know. 

“If they hadn’t got that equaliser we’d 
still be out there now because it was 
like he was waiting for them to score! 

“Bournemouth had a penalty saved 
and then they missed a penalty and 
they had another two good shouts 
turned down. 

“But I thought we’d hang on until 
Adam Tong, who had a good game, 
rushed things a bit with a kick down the 
middle and, with about 30 seconds to 
go, we’ve given away a free kick on the 
edge of our box.” 


Benson makes a 


big difference 


CELEBRATE: 

Action from the 
Folland Sports 
youth day. 

Order no: 18064160 


ANDOVER Town were not at their free- 
scoring best against New Milton last 
Saturday. 

But the introduction of skipper Lewis 
Benson helped unlock a stubborn 
Milton defence as a 2-0 victory sent 
Town powering ten points clear at the 
Sydenhams One summit. 

Neil Benson’s troops had the majority 
of possession but, as chance after 
chance went begging, their record of 
scoring in every league game looked 
under threat. 

But happily for the 100-plus Portway 
Stadium crowd, two superb strikes in 
seven second-half minutes put the 
game to bed. 

Having taken a battering in a war 
) of attrition with Pewsey Vale the 
7 previous Tuesday, Benson junior 
emerged off the bench on the hour 
and helped turn the game. 

It was his long, raking pass that 
found Oliver Yates who volleyed 
home the opener from 20 yards. 
New Milton thought they had 
equalised when Rob Teppett 
lobbed home keeper Michael 
Weatherall only for his effort to 
land on the roof of the net. 

Then, with 15 minutes left, 
Benson set up impressive ex- 
Saint Lloyd Foot to lash home 
a 30-yarder to secure the 
points. 

Town’s Alex Dockree had a 
goal disallowed before, at the other 
end, Teppett hit the bar in an action- 
packed finale. 

Relieved manager Benson made 
Foot the man-of-the-match and said 
afterwards: “We love to entertain, but 
the points were paramount today and 
it was important we gave nothing 
away. That is 41 goals in eight games 
and seven wins at The Portway.” 

Town kept up the good work on 
Tuesday, overpowering Andover Lions 
5-0 in the Andover Open Cup in front 
of a bumper 300-plus Portway crowd. 
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DAY ONE ■ TUESDAY 11 MARCH ■ STAN JAMES CHAMPION HURDLE 
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STAN JAMES CHAMPION HURDLE Last 1 O years 

Year Winner Age Jockey Trainer Owner (s) 

2013 Hurricane Fly 9 Ruby Walsh Willie Mullins Creighton/Boyd 

2012 Rock On Ruby 7 NoelFehily PaulNicholls The Festival Goers 

2011 Hurricane Fly 7 Ruby Walsh Willie M ullin s Creighton/Boyd 

2010 Binocular 6 Tony McCoy Nicky Henderson JP McManus 

2009 Punjabi 6 Barry Geraghty Nicky Henderson Raymond Tooth 

2008 Katchit 5 Robert Thornton Alan King DSJP Syndicate 

2007 Sublimity 7 Philip Carberry John Carr Bill Hennessy 

2006 Brave Inca 8 Tony McCoy Colm Murphy Novices Syndicate 

2005 Hardy Eustace 8 Conor O’Dwyer Dessie Hughes Laurence Byrne 

2004 Hardy Eustace 7 Conor O’Dwyer Dessie Hughes Laurence Byrne 


LEFT: Hurricane Fly goes 
for a third Champion 
Hurdle in four years 


RIGHT: Istabraq is one of 
the race's all-time legends 


FAR RIGHT: Quevega will 
be out to make it a 
memorable opening day 
for Willie Mullins in the 
OLBG Mares’ Hurdle 


Hurricane warning 

Mullins set to start with a bang as Fly bids for third Champion Hurdle triumph 


FINALLY, the wait is over. 

Pretty much since Christmas, 
but for some ever since the 
ticket booking reminder 
dropped into the inbox or 
onto the doormat, racing talk 
is dominated by the 
Cheltenham Festival. 

The cheers as the tape is 
raised for the opening Sky Bet 

By Keith Hamer 

meeting happens on day one, 
as a field of brave young 
novices have their mettle 
tested over a flying two miles 
in the Racing Post Arkle 
Challenge Trophy. 

And then, another of 
racing’s record-holders, the 
Mullins-trained Quevega, 
bids to assert her dominance 

FOCUS Race-by-race Cheltenham Festival guide 

CHAMPION DAY P TUESDAY 11 MARCH 

Time Race Distance Value 


disease forced Cheltenham to 
be cancelled. 

Another bona fide giant of 
National Hunt racing takes 
star billing this time. 

Hurricane Fly broke the 
record for Grade One 

TV 

1.30 Sky Bet Supreme Novices’ Hurdle Race 

2m VH 

£120,000 

* 

2.05 Racing Post Arkle Challenge Trophy Steeple Chase 

2m 

£150,000 

* 

2.40 Festival Handicap Steeple Chase 

3m y 2 f 

£90,000 


victories this season when 

3.20 Stan James Champion Hurdle Challenge Trophy 

2mV 2 f 

£400,000 

* 

Supreme Novices’ Hurdle 

hitting number 17, and he 

for an astonishing sixth 

4.00 OLBG Mares’ Hurdle Race 

2m 4f 

£85,000 

* 

marks relief, as much as 

has now moved on to 19 with 

consecutive time in the OLBG 

4.40 Terry Biddlecombe National Hunt Steeple Chase 

4m 

£85,000 


overwhelming excitement, 
when the first of 27 races over 
four days begins. 

Fortunes will be won and 
lost, gallons of Guinness 
poured down eager throats 
and both human and equine 
legends will be made, but 
nothing ever quite recreates 

a hard-fought success in the 
Irish Champion Hurdle at 
Leopardstown in late January. 
Willie Mullins’ 

Mares’ Hurdle. 

Like so much of the 

National Hunt season, the 
opening day - and beyond 

5.15 Rewards4Racing Novices’ Handicap Chase 

2m4y 2 f 

£60,000 


LADIES DAYP1 WEDNESDAY 12 MARCH 

1.30 Neptune Investment Management Novices’ Hurdle Race 

2m 5f 

£120,000 

* 

representative struggled with 
fitness earlier in his career, 
but this time last year became 
the first horse since Comedy 

Of Errors in 1975 to regain the 

- seems to revolve around 
Mullins, whose squad is 
almost without parallel such 
is its apparent strength. 

The Closutton maestro is 

2.05 RSA Steeple Chase 

3m y 2 f 

£150,000 

* 

2.40 Coral Cup Hurdle (handicap hurdle race) 

2m 5f 

£80,000 

* 

3.20 BetVictor Queen Mother Champion Steeple Chase 

2m 

£350,000 

* 

4.00 Glenfarclas Cross Country Steeple Chase 

3m 7f 

£50,000 

* 

that first-day feeling 

Champion title. 

hoping to get off to that 

4.40 Fred Winter Juvenile Handicap Hurdle Race 

2 m y 2 f 

£75,000 


brimming with anticipation. 

He will bring across a huge 

all-important good start with 

5.15 Weatherbys Champion Bumper (Standard Open NH flat race) 

2 m y 2 f 

£60,000 


Tuesday’s feature, the Stan 
James Champion Hurdle, is 
as important a race as any of 
them. The world’s premier 
event for two-mile hurdlers 
has been staged since 1927 
and been claimed by some 
iconic names in the sport. 

following from Ireland as he 
bids to join a select group of 
triple winners, but he will not 
have it easy with up-and- 
comers such as the locally- 
trained The New One 
snapping at his heels. 

As if that is not enough 

his two big guns, and hopes 
the rest of his dream team 
can go some way to following 
suit beyond that. 

He said: “This is out of this 
world stuff and I think the 
same every day I go to the 
gallops. I’m not taking it for 

ST PATRICK’S THURSDAY THURSDAY 13 MARCH 

1.30 JLT Novices’ Chase 

2m 4f 

£120,000 

* 

2.05 Pertemps Network Final (handicap hurdle race) 

3m 

£80,000 

* 

2.40 Ryanair Steeple Chase 

2m 5f 

£275,000 

* 

3.20 Ladbrokes World Hurdle Race 

3m 

£275,000 

* 

4.00 Byrne Group Plate (handicap steeple chase) 

2m 4f 

£90,000 

* 

If you are too young to 

excitement, one of the most 

granted and we enjoy it. But 

4.40 Fulke Walwyn Kim Muir Challenge Cup Handicap Steeple Chase 

3m H/ 2 f 

£60,000 


remember Hatton’s Grace 

captivating spectacles of the 

everyone has expectations as 

5.15 St Patrick’s Derby 

lm 5f 



and Sir Ken in the 1950s, 
Persian War and Bula a few 
years on, or those titanic 
clashes in the 70s with Night 
Nurse, Monksfield and Sea 
Pigeon, chances are you will 
know about one of the 

ii 

a result and I know we could 
go there and not have any 
winners. 

“People expect us to have 
winners, but I know that 
three out of every four 
bankers don’t win. 

CHELTENHAM GOLD CUP DAY ■ FRIDAY 14 MARCH 

1.30 JCB Triumph Hurdle 

2m If 

£120,000 

* 

People expect us to 

2.05 Vincent O’Brien County Handicap Hurdle Race 

2m If 

£80,000 

* 

have winners, but 1 
know that three out of 
every four bankers 
don’t win 

n 

2.40 Albert Bartlett Novices’ Hurdle Race 

3m 

£120,000 

* 

3.20 Betfred Cheltenham Gold Cup Steeple Chase 

3m2Y 2 f 

£550,000 

* 

all-time greats in Istabraq, 

“I hope that Hurricane Fly 

4.00 CGA Foxhunter Steeple Chase Challenge Cup 

3m 2y 2 f 

£40,000 

* 

who was only robbed of an 

and Quevega win, that would 

4.40 Martin Pipe Conditional Jockeys’ Handicap Hurdle Race 

2m 4y 2 f 

£50,000 


unprecedented fourth 

be huge, and then hopefully 

5.15 Johnny Henderson Grand Annual Steeple Chase Challenge Cup 

2 m y 2 f 

£90,000 


consecutive Champion in 

2000 when foot and mouth 

there might be another one 
somewhere along the way.” 

*Shown live on Channel 4 Racing; All races show on Racing UK 






DURING CHELTENHAM FESTIVAL, DRINKERS POLISH OFF 
18,000 BOTTLE OF CHAMPAGNE AND 
214,000 PINTS OF GUINNESS. CHEERSI 
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M ICKjjLFITZG E R ALD 


EXCLUSIVE VERDICT FROM THE FORMER CHELTENHAM GOLD CUP WINNER 


Festival return of the 
conquering heroes 


Mullins trio and Bobs Worth are back to defend their titles 


THE waiting is nearly over - 
let the games begin. 

Tuesday is a huge day 
Willie Mullins has three 
horses that won on the 
opening day last year all 
coming back - Hurricane Fly 
in the Champion Hurdle, 
Quevega in the Mares Hurdle 
and Champagne Fever in the 
Arkle - and all three of them 
are vying for favouritism 
again. 

Looking at Quevega, to get 
a horse to the Festival six 
times is an incredible feat 
- maybe we underestimated 
what Paul Nicholls did with 
Kauto Star, and even Big 
Buck’s, to get there four 
times in a row. 

To get a horse there two or 
three years in a row is an 
achievement, but to win five 
in a row is absolutely 
outstanding - there is an 
awful lot of luck in running, 
and little things can go 
wrong with the horse 
throughout the whole 
season. 

The horse has to be at its 
peak on the first day of 
Cheltenham and that takes 
some doing, and is a hell of a 
feat by Mullins. 

Also, it’s a testament to 
Quevega as a race mare. 
There is no such thing as a 
certainty, especially at the 
Festival, and even last week 
there was a scare for her, so 
you just don’t know whether 
she will make it six in a row. 
For me, she’s not a betting 
proposition, but I would love 
to see her win it again. 

In the Champion Hurdle, 
Hurricane Fly is up against 
The New One, who has a 
huge following, has a great 
record and won a Neptune. 
He’s gone down a tried and 
tested route, and there are 
plenty of reasons for people 
to think he’s the one. 

On Wednesday, the 
Champion Chase is wide 
open, and I think the 
absence of Sprinter Sacre 
allows a lot of horses to think 



Ruby Walsh has teamed 
up with Annie Power 
for the World Hurdle 

Above right: Gold Cup 
favourite Bobs Worth 


ii 

The fact that Ruby 
Walsh rides Annie 
Power after 
winning four World 
Hurdles on major 
rival Big Buck’s 
makes it even more 
mouthwatering 

n 


and feel they are in with a 
chance. 

Sire de Grugy is a great 
story. He is ridden by one of 
the most popular lads in the 
weighting room in Jamie 
Moore. And he’s trained by a 
guy in Gary Moore who is a 
real grafter and, regardless of 
whether you fancy Sire de 
Grugy or not, it is a great tale 
if the Moores get the winner 
- and Cheltenham is all 
about great stories. 

The World Hurdle on the 
following day brings with it 
all sorts of drama in itself. 
The fact that Ruby Walsh 
rides Annie Power after 
winning four World Hurdles 
on major rival Big Buck’s 
makes it even more 
mouthwatering. 


The Ryanair has been 
robbed by the presence of 
Cue Card, but it is still a very 
good race and an awful lot of 
horses in there with previous 
Festival form. It’s a really 
competitive contest and it is 
growing in stature now. 

Finally, looking towards 
Friday, I think and hope Bobs 
Worth defends his Gold Cup 
title. 

He’s a little horse, very 
quiet, he’s very easy and 
amenable and is a little 
fighter. I think people relate 
to him because he is those 
things and not your typical 
big, strong strapping chaser. 

He is just a pocket rocket 
and everything you would 
want in a National Hunt 
racehorse - honest, brave 


and that’s all you can ask for. 
He’s got nothing to prove to 
anybody because he’s been 
to the Festival and won three 
times, and it takes a very 
good horse to do that. 

Although Bobs Worth and 
Silviniaco Conti dominate 
the betting, it’s far from a 
two-horse race - you look 
back at the prices of the 
horses that have won the 
Gold Cup in the last 15 years, 
and not many favourites 
have won. 

A lot of horses at big prices 
have managed to pull it off. 
There are a few young 
pretenders in there hoping 
to get involved and there are 
a couple coming back 
following lay-offs, the likes of 
Last Instalment who I like 


the look of, so it’s got plenty 
going for it as the feature. 

It would also be a great 
story for David Bridgwater’s 
The Giant Bolster. He only 
has a small yard, but his 
horse has been second and 
fourth in the race in the past, 
so he deserves plenty of 
column inches. 

As for the biggest certainty 
of all time during the week, 
that has to be the Guinness 
Village being packed every 
single day, but the horse that 
I really like for the Festival 
and where my pound will be 
going, is on one of Ted 
Walsh’s called Foxrock and 
he runs in the National Hunt 
on Tuesday. 

■ Mick Fitzgerald was 
talking to Dominic Picksley 



Channel 4 Racing: Cheltenham Festival is live daily with The Morning 
Line at 8am followed by afternoon racing from 1 2.35pm to 4.30pm 
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AP fears 
Hurdle 
pick error 

TONY McCOY fears he 
may have made the wrong 
choice in picking At 
Fishers Cross over More Of 
That for the Ladbrokes 
World Hurdle. 

McCoy has stayed loyal 
to the Rebecca Curtis- 
trained At Fishers Cross, a 
Festival winner 12 months 
ago in the Albert Bartlett 
Novices’ Hurdle, despite 
Jonjo O’Neill’s More Of 
That being unbeaten. 

In his blog for the 
racecourse, McCoy 
admitted: “It was a tough 
decision. I rode More Of 
That and he is flying. I was 
on him thinking ‘maybe I 
should be riding him’, but 
the only worry I have is 
that it will be his first run 
at three miles. 

“Looking at the race 
with Annie Power now in 
it, Paul Nicholls will have 
four runners and the best 
stayer of them all is Big 
Buck’s - so it isn’t going to 
be slowly-run.” 

Dan set for 
Bartlett bid 

OLIVER SHERWOOD has 
given a strong hint that his 
smart six-year-old Deputy 
Dan will run in the 
three-mile Albert Bartlett 
Novices’ Hurdle. 

The six-year-old has 
created a big impression 
in winning his last two 
races, the most recent by 
nine lengths in Grade Two 
company at Warwick. 

Sherwood had stated 
softer ground would see 
him sway towards the two- 
mile-five-furlong Neptune 
Investment Management 
Novices’ Hurdle, but a dry 
forecast appears to make 
the longer race the 
favoured target. 

He tweeted: “It’s looking 
more likely that Deputy 
Dan will be running in the 
Albert Bartlett.” 

Kim wants 
more rain! 

HAVING looked 
guaranteed to get his 
preferred soft ground for 
months, Kim Bailey will 
now be doing a rain dance 
to aid Harry Topper’s 
chance in the Gold Cup. 

After a record-breaking 
winter of rainfall, the 
forecast suggests a dry 
lead-up to the meeting. 

And Bailey admitted: 

“He wants soft ground. If it 
was good ground, he 
wouldn’t run, and good to 
soft would pose us a bit of 
a problem.” 


twitter.com/stanjames 

facebook.com/stanjamesbet 
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DAY FOUR ■ FRIDAY 14 MARCH ■ CHELTENHAM GOLD CUP 

Top two set foi 


EVERY race counts for Nicky 
Henderson and Paul Nicholls, 
but the most important will 
unfold in the Betfred 
Cheltenham Gold Cup. 

Contenders such as Cue 
Card and Sir Des Champs 
have dropped away through 
injury, and Dynaste has been 
given an alternative target, so 
the betting suggests it will be a 
straight shoot-out between 
Britain’s two leading stables. 

Bobs Worth did not provide 
Henderson with his first 
championship since the 
mid-1980s single-handedly, 
but his win in last year’s Gold 
Cup was a big contribution 
and unless the Grand National 
heads to Seven Barrows - not 
impossible - he will depend 
heavily on the gelding beating 
Nicholls’ Silviniaco Conti. 

Henderson needs none of 
our sympathy heading into 


By Tom Peacock 


the Festival. He will have 
runners in most of the 
showpiece events, and has 
viable prospects in the novices 
and many of the handicaps as 
well as My Tent Or Yours in the 
Stan James Champion Hurdle. 

But big Cheltenham wins 
largely decide the title, and 
there are at least two missing 
from the Henderson team in 
Sprinter Sacre and Simonsig, 
while reliable helpers like 
Riverside Theatre are not 
quite up to scratch any more. 

“This season has not been a 
disaster,” said Henderson. 
“We’ve won Hennessys, 
Christmas Hurdles, I think we 
have won six Grade Ones and 
it usually is a good season if 
we do that. 

“Whereas everything just 
rolled and rolled last season 


and went right, except for the 
Betfair Chase as usual. The 
horses were good, kept injury 
free and remained healthy. 
You have got to have all the 
luck in the world for that to 
happen. Things did go our 
way last season, and it was 
fantastic, but you know it does 
not last. 

“We have got what we have, 
but we have plenty of horses 
who have good chances and 
across the board. Last year we 
went into the Festival with 
three favourites for 
championship races and 
odds-on ones. There is 
nothing here which ought to 
win, but they can win.” 

Bobs Worth has already 
made Cheltenham history: 
when he added the Gold Cup 
to his RSA Chase and Albert 
Bartlett titles, he was the first 
horse in more than 40 years to 


win three different events at 
consecutive Festivals. 

Henderson has often been 
asked to compare Bobs Worth 
and Sprinter Sacre as they are 
such a contrast in looks and 
attitude. The former is a plain 
and unflashy horse more akin 
to a bank manager standing 
next to a matinee idol, but he 
is just as important - and 
unbeaten in five course starts. 

He ran only twice last 
season and has matched that 
so far this term, with his 
trainer chalking a lifeless 
reappearance in the Betfair 
Chase down as a one-off blip 
before he made a grafting 
return to form in the Lexus 
over Christmas. So his 
supporters should not panic 
about his confinement to the 
stables so far in 2014. 

“He’s funny - he’s delicate in 
his own way,” said Henderson. 




FOCUS Cheltenham Gold Cup pinstickers’ guide 



BOBS WORTH 

(Nicky Henderson) 

Not flashy, but no 
doubting his class. A poor 
seasonal return in the 
Betfair Chase is a distant 
memory after his clinical 
display in the Lexus. 
Reminiscent of Best Mate, 
and will be hard to beat. 
Rating: 10/10 



LYREEN LEGEND 
(Dessie Hughes) 

A close second to Lord 
Windermere in the RSA, so 
there is some hope for his 
supporters, but, in reality, 
does not look good 
enough in this sort of 
company. 

Rating: 4 


& 



CAPTAIN CHRIS 
(Philip Hobbs) 

Very talented when things 
go right and won the Arlde 
here but while he has been 
a grand servant, an 
intermediate trip suits 
best, as does going 
right-handed. Sixth to 
Bobs Worth last year. 
Rating: 6 


O 



MEDERMIT 

(Alan King) 

Back from nearly two 
years off when fourth to 
Captain Chris and was 
high class in his novice 
days, but it needs a leap of 
faith to think he has 
anything really serious to 
offer against the big guns. 
Rating: 4 



CLOUDYTOO 

(Sue Smith) 

Solid in his own way and is 
enjoying a fine season, 
winning the Rowland 
Meyrick at Wetherby over 
Christmas before finishing 
second to Captain Chris at 
Ascot. Unlikely to be 
troubling the principals. 
Rating: 5 



ROCKYCREEK 
(Paul Nicholls) 

Of those at a bigger price, 
this eight-year-old might 
be capable of surprising a 
few and running a big 
race. Has relatively few 
miles on the clock, and 
there was nothing wrong 
with his Hennessy second. 
Rating: 6 


m 

© 

FIRST LIEUTENANT 

(Mouse Morris) 

Admirably consistent, but 
invariably has to settle for 
the role of bridesmaid on 
the big day and just a 
suspicion we might 
already have seen the best 
of him. 

Rating: 6 


o 

ROIDUMEE 

(Gordon Elliott) 

His win in the big Grade 
One at Down Royal in 
November was possibly 
his Gold Cup, and his last 
two efforts have been 
disappointing. 

Rating: 4 





HARRYTOPPER 

(Kim Bailey) 

Mud-lover who is the 
apple of his trainer’s eye 
but will need it very wet to 
have any chance of 
making an impact, as was 
the case at Newbury when 
he shocked A1 Ferof in the 
Denman Chase. 

Rating: 5 



SILVINIACO CONTI 
(Paul Nicholls) 

Travelling as well as 
anything when coming 
down three from home 
last year. Anyone’s guess 
what might have 
happened, but it is hard to 
think he would have been 
out of the first three. 
Rating: 9 



HOUBLON DES OBEAUX 

(Venetia Williams) 

Perfectly capable 
handicapper, with a win 
over Triolo D’Alene to his 
name, but looks out of his 
depth at this level. 

Rating: 3 





TEAFORTHREE 

(Rebecca Curtis) 

No mug by any means as a 
Welsh National runner-up 
and a Festival winner 
already, but essentially 
limbering up for the 
Grand National, where he 
will be a different 
proposition. 

Rating: 5 


James 


IN 2013, HURRICANE FLY BECAME 
THE FIRST HORSE IN 38 YEARS 
TO RECLAIM THE STAN JAMES 
CHAMPION HURDLE TRO 
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battle royal 


“For a guy who is as tough as 
he is, he hasn’t the 
constitution of an ox.” 

Silviniaco Conti and Bobs 
Worth met twice as novices, 
but neither performed 
particularly well in either the 
Feltham or the Reynoldstown 
at Ascot, and it was not until 
the Gold Cup that they saw 
each other again. 

The Nicholls runner does 
not have the profile to spawn 
his own range of scarves and 
merchandise, either. That is 
not to say he is not a seriously 
good chaser, but he has 
assumed the position at the 
head of the Ditcheat ranks 
from the retired Kauto Star 
and Denman, who both had 
huge fan clubs. 

He was a winner of the 2012 
Betfair and this season’s King 
George, wearing down Cue 
Card before the final fence to 


(B 



(Venetia Williams) 

Progressive last season 
and very much a talking 
horse before last season’s 
renewal, only to be ruled 
out through injury. Fell in 
the Hennessy and has not 
pulled up many trees 
since. 

Rating: 3 



THE GIANT BOLSTER 

(David Bridgwater) 

Trainer does not lack 
confidence and this horse 
seems to love the Gold 
Cup, having been fourth 
and second in the last two. 
Back to his best in the 
Argento Chase, and could 
run will without winning. 
Rating: 7 


give Nicholls an eighth victory 
in the Boxing Day highlight. 

The trainer, though, feels 
last year’s Gold Cup is the one 
that got away, and Silviniaco 
Conti was certainly looking 
dangerous when he fell at the 
third-last fence. Whether he 
could have coped with Bobs 
Worth up the final hill is one 
of those Cheltenham 
imponderables, and his only 
way of proving it will be to 
triumph this time round. 

Nicholls said: “I thought he 
was travelling extremely well 
in last year’s race. I think he 
was going to finish first or 
second, but who knows? 

“His stamina kicked in 
when he won the King George, 
and I think he has a leading 
chance. He is the right age and 
has strengthened up. They are 
all dangers in the race, but 
Bobs Worth is probably the 



one to beat - he’s unbeaten at 
Cheltenham.” 

Can anybody stop another 
private battle between 
Nicholls and Henderson? 
There were impressive recent 
wins from Last Instalment and 
Harry Topper, but both prefer 
soft ground, and it is more 
likely for conditions to dry as 
spring kicks in. 

So if one, or both of the top 
two have a mishap or 
underperform, there is an 
opening for an outsider to 
leap into contention. 

Neither of the first two in 
last season’s RSA, Lord 
Windermere and Lyreen 
Legend, have covered 
themselves in glory in open 
company, but their Festival 
experience should serve them 
well and their capable Irish 
trainers will have left 
something in the tank. 



Paul 
Nicholls 
(left) and 
Nicky 
Henderson 
resume their 
private 
battle in the 
Gold Cup 


CHELTENHAM GOLD CUP Last 1 O years 


KNOCKARA BEAU 
(George Charlton) 

Enjoyed a well-deserved 
moment in the spotlight 
when stunning Big Buck’s 
in the Cleeve Hurdle, and 
likes Cheltenham. Sixth in 
the 2012 renewal and 
might be capable of 
repeating that feat. 
Rating: 6 




TRIOLO D’ALENE 

(Nicky Henderson) 

Something of a wildcard 
and no forlorn hope. 
Hennessy win was a 
surprise, but shows 
enough at home that he is 
Sprinter Sacre’s work 
companion. Running here 
before the National. 
Rating: 8 



(Paul Nicholls) 

Fourth in the RSA, but has 
not really gone on from 
that and was only third in 
the Sky Bet Chase at 
Doncaster. Would need a 
hefty step forward. 

Rating: 5 


Year 

Winner 

Age 

Jockey 

Trainer 

Owner(s) 

2013 

Bobs Worth 

8 

Barry Geraghty 

Nicky Henderson 

Not Afraid Partnership 

2012 

Synchronised 

9 

Tony McCoy 

Jonjo O’Neill 

J. P. McManus 

2011 

Long Run 

6 

Mr Sam Waley-Cohen 

Nicky Henderson 

Robert Waley-Cohen 

2010 

Imperial Commander 9 

Paddy Brennan 

Nigel Twiston-Davies 

Our Friends in the North 

2009 

Kauto Star 

9 

Ruby Walsh 

Paul Nicholls 

Clive D. Smith 

2008 

Denman 

8 

Sam Thomas 

Paul Nicholls 

Barber/Findlay 

2007 

Kauto Star 

7 

Ruby Walsh 

Paul Nicholls 

Clive D Smith 

2006 

War of Attrition 

7 

Conor O’Dwyer 

Mouse Morris 

Gigginstown House 

2005 

Kicking King 

7 

Barry Geraghty 

Tom Taaffe 

Conor Clarkson 

2004 

Best Mate 

9 

Jim Culloty 

Henrietta Knight 

Jim Lewis 


Irish investment 
pays dividends 


LAST INSTALMENT 
(Philip Fenton) 

Top-class novice who 
missed possibly his best 
years through injury but 
looked terrific when 
springing a minor surprise 
in the Irish Hennessy. Has 
to go well if conditions 
suit him. 

Rating: 7 


LORD WINDERMERE 
(Jim Culloty) 

Tremendous effort to land 
the RSA Chase last year, 
but that is a race that can 
leave its mark and it looks 
that way again as three 
runs since have not 
offered much hope that he 
can bounce back. 

Rating: 5 


Jf 


VINO GRIEGO 

(Gary Moore) 

Completed once in his last 
five starts (when winning), 
which sums up his chance. 

Rating: 2 


VERDICT 

1 BOBS WORTH 

2 Silviniaco Conti 

3 Triolo D’Alene 


By Ashley Iveson 

FORMER top jockey Norman 
Williamson believes 
increased investment is 
making a big impact on the 
success enjoyed by Irish-bred 
and Irish-trained horses at 
the Cheltenham Festival. 

The raiding party broke all 
records in 2013, with Irish 
trainers outgunning home 
runners by 14 winners to 13. 
The previous record was 13 in 
2011. 

Ireland’s dominant force, 
Willie Mullins, chipped in 
with five winners thanks to 
Champagne Fever, Hurricane 
Fly, Quevega, Briar Hill and 
Back In Focus. Tony Martin 
enjoyed a double with 
Benefficient and Ted Veale, 
while there were also 
triumphs for the likes of 
Dessie Hughes (Our Conor), 
Jim Culloty (Lord 
Windermere) and Charles 
Byrnes (Solwhit). 

Twenty of the 27 winners 
over the biggest four days in 
the National Hunt calendar 
were bred in Ireland, highly 
impressive considering the 
increasing influence of 
French imports both in 
Ireland and the UK. 

“I think the Irish breed has 
always been good, the main 
difference is now they are 
staying at home rather than 
being sold,” said Williamson. 
“With JP McManus, 


IRISH-TRAINED 
CHELTENHAM WINNERS 
IN THE LAST 10 YEARS 


2013 

2012 


14 
.5 


201113 
2010 7 
2009 9 


2008 7 

2007 5 

200610 
2005 9 

2004 4 


Gigginstown and Rich Ricci, 
you have owners who are 
willing to pay the money for 
the Irish store horses and 
point-to-point winners. 

“A few years ago that wasn’t 
happening so much. Horses 
were getting sold. We sold 
Oscar Whisky to Nicky 
Henderson, for instance, 
whereas now he would 
probably stay in Ireland. 

“The main thing is there 
seems to be more money in 
Irish racing. The owners are 
spending money and the 
prize-money is going up, so 
all in all it looks like things 
are going the right way. 

“Willie Mullins buys a lot of 
horses from France with good 
form, but the Irish breed is 
strong and it seems to last.” 

Williamson, who rode 11 
Festival winners in eight 
years, now spends his days 
buying young stock with a 
view to selling them on. 
“Hopefully we might sell a 
Cheltenham Festival winner 
somewhere along the line,” 
he added. 
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DAY TWO ■ WEDNESDAY 12 MARCH ■ QUEEN MOTHER CHAMPION CHASE 



Absent 

friend 


Sprinter 
Sacre’s 
recovery 
opens way 
for Sire De 
Grugy in 
Queen 
Mother 
Chase 


QUEEN MOTHER CHAMPION CHASE Last 1 O years 


Year Winner Age Jockey Trainer Owner(s) 


2013 

Sprinter Sacre 

7 

Barry Geraghty 

Nicky Henderson 

Caroline Mould 

2012 

Finian’s Rainbow 

9 

Barry Geraghty 

Nicky Henderson 

Michael Buckley 

2011 

Sizing Europe 

9 

Andrew Lynch 

Henry de Bromhead 

Ann & Alan Potts 

2010 

Big Zeb 

9 

Barry Geraghty 

Colm Murphy 

PJ Redmond 

2009 

Master Minded 

6 

Ruby Walsh 

Paul Nicholls 

Clive D Smith 

2008 

Master Minded 

5 

Ruby Walsh 

Paul Nicholls 

Clive D Smith 

2007 

Voy Por Ustedes 

6 

Robert Thornton 

Alan King 

Sir Robert Ogden 

2006 

Newmill 

8 

Andrew J McNamara 

John Joseph Murphy 

Mary Hayes 

2005 

Moscow Flyer 

11 

Barry Geraghty 

Jessica Harrington 

Brian Kearney 

2004 

Azertyuiop 

7 

Ruby Walsh 

Paul Nicholls 

John Hales 


FOCUS The Cheltenham experts 


HOW different the second- 
day feature race looks to 12 
months ago. 

The BetVictor Queen 
Mother Champion Chase is 
the focal point of what is now 
known as Ladies’ Day, and 
has seen many spectacular 
finishes over the years. 

Remembering the tussles 
between Viking Flagship, 
Martha’s Son, Klairon Davis 
and then Direct Route and 
Edredon Bleu, we always 
expect the battle to 
commence as soon as the 
starter lets them go, and 
continue up that unforgiving 
hill two miles later. 

This time last year, we saw 
the crowning of the sport’s 
newest star, but it was not 
exactly a contest as Sprinter 
Sacre won by a mind-blowing 
19 lengths. 

Quietly viewed by 
champion trainer Nicky 
Henderson as his best ever 
horse, the ‘big black 
aeroplane’ swept away 
all-comers as a novice over 
fences. 

In fact, he had been so 
impressive in the previous 
year’s Arkle Trophy and in his 
previous two starts in the 
2012-13 campaign that he 
went off 1-4 favourite. 

Barry Geraghty enjoyed an 
armchair ride that day, as well 
as at Aintree, with Sprinter 
Sacre finishing off his 
glittering season with a 
harder-fought, but ultimately 


By Keith Hamer 


convincing, triumph at 
Punchestown. 

Dominance was 
anticipated for years, but his 
belated reappearance in the 
Desert Orchid at Kempton 
over Christmas saw him last 
only a few fences before 
being dramatically pulled out 
with what was diagnosed as 
an irregular heartbeat. 

Suddenly, emerging from 
his shadows has been Sire De 
Grugy, the powerful chestnut 
from the unfashionable 
stable of Gary Moore, who 
took advantage of Sprinter’s 
absence in the Tingle Creek 
and again in the Desert 
Orchid before looking a 
fully-fledged championship 
performer in the Clarence 
House Chase at Ascot. 

Sadly we have been denied 

ii 

Suddenly, emerging 
from his shadows 
has been Sire De 
Grugy, the powerful 
chestnut from the 
unfashionable 
stable of Gary 
Moore 

n 


the fascinating clash after 
Henderson was forced to 
draw stumps with Sprinter 
Sacre, and rule him out for 
the rest of the season. 

The Tingle Creek in 
December will now be the big 
target, and Henderson had a 
warning to those that might 
be tempted to write the horse 
off when he said: “Look out 
everybody, because, believe 
me, we will get him there.” 

It is hardly the only 
interesting race of the day, 
though, with the RSA Chase 
often providing the 
launchpad of future Gold Cup 
winners Looks Like Trouble, 
Denman and reigning 
champion Bobs Worth. 

And if you have made it 
through the Tuesday with 
some hard cash left in the 
account, there are two of the 
most serious betting races of 
the Festival to sift through. 

Unearthing a well- 
handicapped horse is the key 
to the Coral Cup, while often 
a whisper will do for the 
Weatherbys Champion 
Bumper. 

More tips seem to be 
passed around for this race 
than any other, and the 
beauty is that you have as 
much chance just plunging 
for something at a big price, 
with Briar Hill going off at 
25-1 last year, despite 
representing the formidable 
combination of Willie Mullins 
and Ruby Walsh. 


TOP CURRENT TRAINERS 
AT CHELTENHAM 

Nicky Henderson.50 

Paul Nicholls.33 

Willie Mullins.29 

Jonjo O’Neill.22 

Edward O’Grady..18 

Philip Hobbs.16 

Nigel Twiston-Davies.15 

Alan King.13 

Ferdy Murphy.10 

David Elsworth.9 



TOP FESTIVAL JOCKEYS 
IN LAST 20 YEARS 

1993 Charlie Swan.4 

1994 Charlie Swan.3 

1995 Norman Williamson.4 

1996 Richard Dunwoody.2 

1997 Tony McCoy.3 

1998 Tony McCoy.5 

1999 Mick Fitzgerald.4 

2000 Mick Fitzgerald.4 

2002 Richard Johnson.2 

2003 Barry Geraghty.5 

2004 Ruby Walsh.3 

2005 Graham Lee.3 

2006 Ruby Walsh.3 

2007 Robert Thornton.4 

2008 Ruby Walsh.3 

2009 Ruby Walsh.7 

2010 Ruby Walsh.3 

2011 Ruby Walsh.5 

2012 Barry Geraghty.5 

2013 Ruby Walsh.4 

Second places determine 
winner in event of a tie 


TOP CURRENT JOCKEYS 
AT CHELTENHAM 


Ruby Walsh.38 

Tony McCoy.29 

Barry Geraghty.28 

Richard Johnson.18 

Robert Thornton.16 

Paul Carberry.13 

Davy Russell.10 

Timmy Murphy.8 

Paddy Brennan.6 

Graham Lee.5 

Jason Maguire.5 


Jason Maguire.5 


eg 


Ruby Walsh 

J 
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DAYTHREE ■ THURSDAY 13 MARCH ■ WORLD HURDLE 

It’s time to think 



IT might be branded as St 
Patrick’s Thursday, but the 
third afternoon of the 
Cheltenham Festival could 
just as easily be known as Big 
Buck’s Day. 

That moment in the 2008 
Hennessy, when Sam Thomas 
came off at the final fence, 
prompted trainer Paul 
Nicholls to make one of the 
smartest decisions of his 
career when he persuaded 
owner Andy Stewart to allow 
his pride and joy a 
confidence-boosting run over 
hurdles. 

It came in a handicap at 
this course on New Year’s Day, 
and launched one of the most 
incredible runs in jumps 
history. Big Buck’s went on to 


clinch 17 more races over 
hurdles, beating the National 
Hunt sequence accumulated 
by Sir Ken in the 1950s. just as 
important, of course, is the 
fact he became the first horse 
to land the Ladbrokes World 
Hurdle four times. 

Often lazy until the home 
straight, he was simply 
untouchable for five years 
and only relinquished his 
Cheltenham crown last 
season when a tendon injury 
kept him off the track. 

All eyes were on Trials Day 
in fanuary, when Big Buck’s 
finally set foot on a 
racecourse again. 

It was not to be, as he 
suffered his first ever defeat 
over hurdles in Britain, but he 


still went down fighting when 
just pipped at the post by 
66-1 outsider Knockara Beau. 

Nicholls reckons there will 
be plenty of improvement to 
come, and whichever horses 
are standing in his way will 
have little hope if he returns 
to his best. 

But whether he will is the 
million-dollar question. 

Along with some hot 
handicap chases and the 
Pertemps Final, the other 
race for the connoisseurs will 
be the Ryanair. 

Not everyone’s cup of tea, 
as the championship event 
over two-and-a-half miles 
undoubtedly takes away the 
odd Queen Mother and Gold 
Cup runner, it has started to 
become the choice event for 
second-season chasers whose 
trainers would rather wait a 
year before pitching their 
horses into the Gold Cup. 

The Ryanair has been won 
by no less than Imperial 
Commander and Cue Card 
already, and it is set to be a 
very interesting renewal. 

If you’ve ever wondered 
how hard it really is to 
become a jockey, the 
difficulty for those brave 
dozen ordinary folk who take 
part in the concluding St 
Patrick’s Derby will show you. 
The charity race is staged in 
aid of Cancer Research UK. 



LADBROKES WORLD HURDLE Last lO years 


Year 

Winner 

Age 

Jockey 

Trainer 

Owner(s) 

2013 

Solwhit 

9 

Paul Carberry 

Charles Byrnes 

Top of the Hill 

2012 

Big Buck’s 

9 

Ruby Walsh 

Paul Nicholls 

Stewart Family 

2011 

Big Buck’s 

8 

Ruby Walsh 

Paul Nicholls 

Stewart Family 

2010 

Big Buck’s 

7 

Ruby Walsh 

Paul Nicholls 

Stewart Family 

2009 

Big Buck’s 

6 

Ruby Walsh 

Paul Nicholls 

Stewart Family 

2008 

Inglis Drever 

9 

Denis O’Regan 

Howard Johnson 

Andrea & Graham Wylie 

2007 

Inglis Drever 

8 

Paddy Brennan 

Howard Johnson 

Andrea & Graham Wylie 

2006 

My Way de Solzen 6 

Robert Thornton 

Alan King 

Winfield, Longman 

2005 

Inglis Drever 

6 

Graham Lee 

Howard Johnson 

Andrea & Graham Wylie 

2004 

Iris’s Gift 

7 

Barry Geraghty 

Jonjo O’Neill 

Robert Lester 


FOCUS 1 O to follow 

1 IRVING (Paul Nicholls) 

Sky Bet Supreme Novices’ Hurdle 

The Festival opener has been a graveyard for 
favourites in recent years, with the likes of 
Dunguib and My Tent Or Yours getting 
turned over. Irving has a very different 
profile to those vanquished beasts in that he 
was a former smart Flat performer in 
Germany. Irving has shown a very smart turn 
of foot in winning all four of his races over 
hurdles to date, looking more and more 
impressive with every bit of experience 
gained. 

2 ROCK ON RUBY (Harry Fry) 

Racing Post Arkle 

Beaten in a photo in the 2011 Neptune 
Novices’ Hurdle, Rock On Rugby (below) won 
the Champion Hurdle a year later before 
going down with all guns blazing in defence 
of his title last season. At his best on good 
ground, the wet winter has hindered his 
preparation, with Harry Fry only able to get 
two runs over fences into him. However, do 
not be surprised if the atmosphere of the 
Festival works its magic once more on him. 



3 HURRICANE FLY (Willie Mullins) 

Stan lames Champion Hurdle 

Willie Mullins has achieved quite a lot at the 
Festival in recent years, but he has gone on 
record as saying winning a third Champion 
Hurdle with Hurricane Fly will be his 
defining moment. For whatever reason, 
Mullins and Ruby Walsh believe that the 
10-year-old has never quite shown his best 
at Cheltenham, despite being crowned 
champion twice. He has struck gold in an 
incredible 19 Grade Ones, yet those closest 
to him believe he will only get the credit he 
truly deserves by winning a third title. 

4 QUEVEGA (Willie Mullins) 

OLBG Mares’ Hurdle 

The diminutive 10-year-old should need no 
introduction, having won this race for the 
past five years. It is not to everyone’s taste 
that she makes her seasonal reappearance 
each year at the meeting, so punters do not 
get the chance to judge her well-being, but 
she is obviously hard to train and takes all of 
Willie Mullins’ skills to get her there. She 
even overcame trouble in running 12 
months ago to beat Sirene D’Ainay and can 
repeat the dose. 

5 FAUGHEEN (Willie Mullins) 

Novices Hurdle 

Willie Mullins has an incredible batch of 
novice hurdlers this season, but the whispers 
suggest this lad may just about be the best of 
them. The Closutton maestro has won this 
race twice, but he has nevertheless had a few 
hotpots turned over in it. The six-year-old 
has yet to taste defeat and has done 
everything in a relentless fashion. In what 
could turn into a weaker-than-usual 
renewal, he is likely to take an awful lot of 
beating. 


6 CARLINGFORD LOUGH 
(John Kiely) RSA Chase 

As a second-season novice, his experience 
will be crucial. The eight-year-old was a 
rather controversial winner of the Galway 
Plate in july as he was only a reserve, but a 
fellow IP McManus-owned horse was taken 
out to allow him to run. Since then he has 
proved himself well up to Grade One class 
and was in the process of giving Ballycasey a 
race at Leopardstown last month when Tony 
McCoy was unshipped at the last. He will 
keep galloping when flashier rivals have 
cried enough. 


7 ANNIE POWER (Willie Mullins) 
Ladbrokes World Hurdle 

Bought as a potential three-mile chaser from 
lim Bolger, she has surprised connections 
with just how good she has been over 
hurdles and two victories over a solid 
yardstick like Zarkandar make her seem very 
good indeed. Yet to run over three miles, 
Annie Power has nevertheless looked 
remorseless in the way that she finishes her 
races over two-and-a-half miles. She will 
have a huge following. 


8 CALIPTO (Paul Nicholls) 

JCB Triumph Hurdle 

Having claimed a competitive race at 
Newbury, beating subsequent Adonis 
winner Activial in November, he then 
returned to the Berkshire circuit last month. 
The four-year-old easily beat elder horses 
that day and oozed class. Since then, it has 
all been about getting to Cheltenham in the 
best possible shape. Nicholls has warned he 
may not be as battle-hardened as some, 
having never raced on the Flat, but he still 
rates as a solid shout. 


9 GILGAMBOA (Enda Bolger) 

County Hurdle 

Enda Bolger feared Gilgamboa (below) 
would lack the experience for a race like the 
Boylesports.com Hurdle at Leopardstown, 
Ireland’s equivalent of the Betfair at 
Newbury, but he was always going to win on 
just his fourth start under Rules. Not too 
harshly treated off a 121b higher mark for his 
first run in England, this upwardly-mobile 
animal is capable of rattling the 
establishment. 



1 / BOBS WORTH (Nicky Henderson) 
1U Gold Cup 

The current Gold Cup champion banished 
memories of a subdued return at Haydock 
when readily victorious in the Lexus Chase 
at Leopardstown over Christmas. His 
success in this race last year was his third 
successive triumph at the Festival. Last 
Instalment and Silviniaco Conti are worthy 
foes, but Bobs Worth’s Cheltenham nous is 
again likely to be key. 
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The fear 
factor 

Two men who have the 
bookies running scared 



FESTIVAL 

QUIZ 

1 When was the last time 
Tony McCoy was leading 
jockey at the Festival? 

2 Which horse beat Best 
Mate in the Supreme 
Novices’ Hurdle of 2000? 

3 Name the missing horse 
from the 1994 Queen 
Mother Champion Chase: 
1st Viking Flagship, 2nd 
—, 3rd Deep Sensation. 

4 One Man beat which 
Arkle winner in the 1998 
Queen Mother? 

5 How many successive 
Festivals did Hardy 
Eustace run at? 

6 David Elsworth 
famously won the 1989 
Gold Cup with Desert 
Orchid, but can you name 
his other well-fancied 
runner in the race? 

7 Which horse won the 
2006 World Hurdle and 
the 2007 Arkle? 

8 How many Cheltenham 
Festival winners has 
Francois Doumen 
trained? 

ANSWERS 
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THERE are two men riding at 
the Festival that are 
undoubtedly the first port of 
call for punters in betting 
shops up and down the land. 

On many occasions the 
horse’s name they write down 
on their betting slips fails to 
even register, they just tell 
everyone T’ve backed Ruby’ or 
T’ve gone with AP’. 

The fact Ruby Walsh and 
Tony ‘AP’ McCoy are so well 
known nobody even mentions 
their surnames points to their 
huge popularity 

McCoy and Walsh dominate 
the National Hunt landscape, 
one in Britain and the other 
now solely in Ireland, but 
before Walsh decided to give 
up his job as stable jockey to 
Paul Nicholls at the end of last 
season to spend more time 
with his family in Ireland, the 
pair enjoyed doing battle on 
an almost daily basis. 

Instead of an intense rivalry, 


though, the two men are the 
closest of friends, and Walsh 
even stayed at McCoy’s house 
when he was in Britain. 

Now that the opportunities 
to see them in the same races 
are limited, when they do end 
up fighting out a finish, the 
sight is one to savour. Unless 
you’re a bookmaker, that is. 

The two men have ridden 
more Cheltenham Festival 
winners than anybody else, 
but it is Walsh who has been 
leading rider at the meeting 
six times in the last nine years. 

And when recalling famous 
victories of the pair, one 
winner that hammered the 
bookmaking industry still 
hurts the ‘old enemy’. 

“The obvious one which 
springs to mind straight away 
is Wichita Lineman in 2009,” 
said David Williams of 
Ladbrokes. “He was sent off 
the 5-1 favourite as a novice 
against seasoned 


handicappers, and for 
99/ lOOths of the race it looked 
like his lack of experience was 
going to catch him out. 

“He made coundess errors 
on the way round, and we’d 
stopped watching him to be 
fair. When they turned into 
the straight he picked up a bit, 
but still had plenty to do. 

“Over the last, Maljimar was 
clear and it looked like we’d 
escaped a bruising, but that 
one didn’t get up the hill and 
McCoy carried Wichita 
Lineman over the line. It was 
five years ago, but still feels 
like yesterday, and I’m 
wincing at the memory now. 

“It was an example of AP 
being at his best on the 
biggest stage - the sign of all 
great sportsmen.” 

Coral’s David Stevens 
remembered a real old 


fashioned McCoy gamble, that 
of Martin Pipe’s Unsinkable 
Boxer in 1998. 

“Unsinkable Bower should 
be at the top of any list when 
talking about McCoy gambles. 

“Sent off 5-2 favourite in 
what is now the Pertemps 
Final, he was one of the 
easiest winners that year,” said 
Stevens. 

“Of course, in those days 
people just used to back 
McCoy and Pipe blind. 
Blowing Wind (County Hurdle 
1998) is another example - he 
landed the £100,000 bonus as 
he’d only won the Imperial 
Cup a few days earlier, but he 
was backed as if defeat was 
out of the question.” 

While there are still 
well-backed McCoy-ridden 
winners at the Festival, there 
is no doubt Walsh has the 


bookies running for cover 
each March. “Ruby Walsh has 
almost been as dominant at 
Cheltenham as Lester Piggott 
was at Epsom, he has an aura 
around him,” said Williams. 

“In recent years his horses 
have been more popular than 
even McCoy’s, and he’s been 
like the Pied Piper, calling the 
punters’ tune. 

“This year might be 
different as, in the past, he’s 
had the twin powerhouses 
behind him, but he’ll no 
longer have the Paul Nicholls 
horses to call on. 

“He’s always been short in 
the top jockey market and 
while he’ll most likely be the 
most popular again due to 
Willie Mullins’ strength in 
depth, it will be fascinating to 
see how he gets on without 
that extra ammunition.” 
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News, 


Poppies get a boost 

BOURNEMOUTH Poppies have 
received a boost in their bid to 
preserve their Sydenhams 
Premier status. 


Midfielder Scott Costello has 
chosen to stay at Victoria 
Park. 


Costello is set to dual-register 
with Southern League neigh¬ 
bours Wimborne Town, but 
will principally remain with 
Poppies for the rest of the 
season. 

Newman jets in 

DAN Newman, pictured below, 
has returned to his old club 
Downton to aid their battle for 
Sydenhams Premier 
survival. 

The central 
defender - a 
former Robins 
skipper - has 
spent the last 
two seasons at 
Laverstock & 

Ford, having pre 
viously played for 
Bemerton Heath Harlequins 
and Christchurch since his ini¬ 
tial spell at Wick Lane. 
Downton have also recruited 
another ex-Laverstock player, 
midfielder Lee Weeks, from 
Sydenhams One outfit 
Amesbury Town. 

Dave brings in two 

HORNDEAN boss Dave Carter 
has boosted his Sydenhams 
Premier Division squad with 
two new arrivals. 



Young striker Mark Smith, an 
ex-Portsmouth Academy play¬ 
er, has climbed aboard at Five 
Heads Park, as has midfielder 
George Short on loan from 
Slough Town. 


AM joins Lymington 

LYMINGTON Town have 
signed goalkeeper AM Pugi. 
Pugi, who trialled for AFC 
Totton during the summer, 
has also been on the books of 
Lymington’s Sydenhams 
Premier rivals Totton & Eling. 


League job opening 

THE Sydenhams Wessex 
League have a vacancy for a 
fixtures secretary. 

Potential candidates should 
submit their interest in writing 
to John Gorman, Competition 
Secretary, Sydenhams 
Football League, Overton 
House, London Road, Overton, 
RG25 3TP. 


Portchester’s transformation is complete 


FOLLAND Sports boss Danny 
Bowers couldn’t believe his 
eyes when he turned up at 
AFC Portchester last week¬ 
end. 

The Wicor Recreation 
Ground had changed beyond 
all recognition from his previ¬ 
ous visit to Cranleigh Road - 
and massively for the better. 

Not only have Portchester 
made giant strides team-wise 
over the past couple of sea¬ 
sons, they have done wonders 
building the infrastructure for 
what they hope will be a 
future in the Southern League. 

The impact wasn’t lost on 
Bowers, who said: “The set¬ 
up at Portchester and the 
people they’ve got behind the 
scenes down there - the 


chairman Paul Kelly, director 
of football Mick Jenkins and 
(ex-Gosport Borough boss) 
Mick Marsh - are fantastic. 

“The last time I went there it 
was just a pitch in a field, but 
I was so impressed with it all 
last week, I couldn’t believe it. 

“The bar’s nice, the dressing 
rooms are nice and everything 
looked so smart. It’s a phe¬ 
nomenal set-up now and 
there’s a really nice feel about 
the place. 

“I stayed in the bar for quite 
a while afterwards and they 
make you feel very welcome. 

“Next year I think they can 
be a really big club.” 

Portchester’s team have 
been on the up too this sea¬ 
son under the guidance of ex- 


England and Arsenal star 
Graham Rix. 

But last Saturday it was 
Follands who ran out 
deserved 2-0 winners with 
two quick-fire goals in two 
second-half minutes from 
Alex Easton and Ryan Long - 
the Planemakers’ sixth 
Sydenhams Premier win on 
the bounce. 

Bowers admitted after¬ 
wards: “Portchester are a 
tough cookie and I was more 
nervous playing them than I 
would have been playing 
Sholing or Winchester. 

“I said to the lads before¬ 
hand that it was our biggest 
game of the season. To me, 
they’re a really good side and 
it was always going to be a 


tough ask. 

“It wasn’t the best of games 
on a heavy pitch, but our lads 
won their individual battles 
and we won the war. 

“The goals were exactly the 
same. 

“Both times we broke down 
the left channel and first Ryan 
Long has slipped the ball 
through for Alex Easton to 
slot past Jon Webb and then 
they’ve done it the other way 
round.” 

Portchester coach Louis 
Bell branded his side’s per¬ 
formance “unacceptable” and 
suggested that some of his 
players may have been pre¬ 
occupied with Monday 
night’s Hampshire FA Senior 
Cup semi-final at Havant & 


Waterlooville. 

If they were, it was all in 
vain because Portchester lost 
that one too. 

Lee Bradbury’s Conference 
South side were too strong 
for them on the night, run¬ 
ning out comfortable 4-0 win¬ 
ners at Westleigh Park 
through Christian Nanetti 
(penalty), Dennis ON and ex- 
Winchester City and Newport 
loW hotshot Alek 
Przespolewski (2). 

The Hawks now have a final 
against Basingstoke Town at 
Fratton Park to look forward 
to - a crumb of comfort fol¬ 
lowing their FA Trophy semi¬ 
final defeat by Gosport 
Borough which cost them a 
trip to Wembley. 


Wendy Gee 
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DANNY Bowers doesn’t want to 
tempt fate, but he is convinced 
his young Folland Sports side 
can go places next year. 

Even when he had star Wessex 
names like Jamie Musselwhite, 
Ashley Jarvis and Lloyd Webber at 
his disposal, Bowers had never 
before achieved what he did last 
Saturday when the Planemakers 
reeled off their sixth straight 
Sydenhams Premier win 2-0 at AFC 
Portchester. 

Their chances of making it a mag¬ 
nificent seven were scuppered by a 
1-1 home draw with Whitchurch 
United on Tuesday, but there is no 
doubt in Bowers’ mind that, as long 
as he can keep the side together and 
make a couple of additions, they can 
be a “big threat” in 2014/15. 

“The problem we always have is 
other clubs coming along and offer¬ 
ing our bigger players Disney 
Dollars, which you couldn’t knock 
them for taking,” said Bowers. 

“But if we can keep this young 
group together and add one or two, 
we’ve got a chance of being a big 
threat next year. 

PROUD 

“After we beat Portchester our 
chairman said to me ‘well done, 
they’ve done you proud’ but, more 
than that, the lads have done them¬ 
selves and the club proud. 

“Over the years Follands have had 
some really fantastic footballers 
under me and I’m not saying this 
current group is the best set of play¬ 
ers I’ve had, but they’re the best 
group of lads I’ve worked with. 

“These lads will run through 
brick walls for you and, when 
they’ve done that, they’ll say 
‘where’s the next one, I’ll run 
through that as well’. 

“Every game they keep amazing 
me. They stand up to every chal¬ 
lenge put in front of them.” 

Much of the credit belongs to 
Darren Burdle who joined the 
coaching staff this year. 

According to Bowers, the Hedge 
End-based former Lymington Town 
and Winchester City coach, has 



KEY MAN: Folland’s Sports boss Danny Bowers 
has identified James Roden as his star man so 
far this season. 


“transformed everything”. 

He said: “Ask me who my best 
signing is this season and I’d have 
to say Darren. 

“The lads love him and the way he 
coaches and gets them up for games 
has made all the difference. They’re 
like roaring tigers waiting to be let 
out of the cage.” 

If Follands continue in their pre¬ 
sent vein, they are on course for a 
top-five finish - not bad for a new- 
look young side that has been 
rebuilt almost from top to bottom 
this term. 

“If we do finish top-five it will be 


as good as winning the league for 
us,” said Bowers. 

“Apart from Jamie Barron, Ryan 
Gosney and Matty Graham, every¬ 
one else is new. 

“Monkey (James Roden) has come 
back this season and he’s only 
about mid-20s but he’s like the old 
man of the club. Since dropping 
back to centre-half (from midfield), 
pound for pound Monkey’s been 
our best player.” 

Bowers’ good mood evaporated on 
Tuesday during a controversial 
game with Whitchurch. Skipper 
Barron’s second-half opener was 


cancelled out by Isaac Sedu, but the 
real talking point was the 30th- 
minute dismissal of Folland’s goal¬ 
keeper Ryan Gosney for an alleged 
dangerous challenge on Sedu. 

Sub ’keeper Sam Scrase saved 
Curtis Angell’s subsequent penalty 
but Bowers fumed: “It was a penal¬ 
ty that never was. I didn’t want to 
bring my players out for the second 
half, but they wanted to prove a 
point.” 

Whitchurch also had a man dis¬ 
missed after the break - defender 
Adam Pearson picking up a seond 
yellow. 


SEE MONDAY’S ECHO FOR MORE NON-LEAGUE NEWS 
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GRAHAM Kemp vowed to weed 
out Hamworthy United’s less 
committed players following 
last Saturday’s 4-0 defeat at 
Sholing. 

The Hammers arrived at the 
Silverlake Arena with just 13 fit and 
available players - including 
defender Shaun Brian who was suf¬ 
fering the effects of a chest infec¬ 
tion. 

For the best part of 70 minutes 
they did well to keep Dave Diaper’s 
Sydenhams Premier title favourites 
at bay, but their lack of bodies told 
late on as they were swept aside by 
goals from Ashley Jarvis (2), Lee 
Wort and Lewis Fennemore. 

It was the first defeat of Kemp’s 
County Ground tenure and, while 
he praised those players who were 
in attendance, he had a word of 
warning for those missing through 
work commitments. 

“If you want to make an impres¬ 
sion at this standard you have to 
make sacrifices and we will have to 
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rectify that,” said the former 
Winchester City and Christchurch 
boss. 

“I was always brought up to make 
myself available every Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday. 

“I am keen to progress, the club is 
keen to progress and you have to be 
at full strength every week if you 
want to challenge the best. 

“On Thursday night everyone was 
buzzing. We had a full squad and 
everyone fancied themselves to 
have a right go after going nine 
matches unbeaten. 

“But then I had a whole load of 
lads ring or text to say they couldn’t 
make it. 

“We’re not using it as an excuse 
because the starting 11 performed 
magnificently and it could have 
gone either way. 

“But Shaun Brian really shouldn’t 


have played for as long as he did 
and, as soon they scored, we took 
him off. 

“We had to make four positional 
changes because we didn’t have a 
suitable replacement on the bench. 

“From there, we were lambs to the 
slaughter and the most frustrating 
thing was I couldn’t do my job and 
change anything. 

“I looked round at my bench and I 
had a goalkeeper left. There was 
nothing more we could do. 

“We had mixed emotions at the 
end. We were a little bit frustrated 
because we played really well for 70 
minutes and probably edged the 
first half.” 

Sholing boss Dave Diaper agreed: 
“We looked a little bit rusty in the 
first half. We were off the pace and 
our touch was poor. 

“But give Hamworthy credit for 
closing us down quite well. We 
expected them to be well organised 
- Graham Kemp’s teams always 
are. 

“We won 4-0 down at their place 


too (in September) but they were a 
different proposition this time 
round with Kempy in charge and I 
found out before the game that they 
were unbeaten since he took over.” 

The Hammers turned the tables 
on Tuesday, crushing Kemp’s old 
club Christchurch 4-0 at The 
County Ground through Aaron 
Corby, Alex Martin (2) and substi¬ 
tute Brad Miles. 

Kemp, who prides himself on 
bringing young talent through, 
appears to have another gem on his 
hands in 17-year-old Martin. 

“Alex is going to get the plaudits 
and he is a good prospect,” he said. 
“He’s shown again what he can do.” 

Christchurch’s assistant boss Bob 
Sullivan felt lack of cutting edge 
had let Priory down. 

We played some decent football, 
but there was no end product,” he 
said. 

You can play as much football as 
you like, but if you don’t score at 
the end of it, it’s pointless. 

“We can’t argue with the result.” 


Non-league 
News, 


Taz back in the fold 

WINCHESTER City have wel- 
corned Adam ‘Taz’ Roberts 
back to the fold from 
Sydenhams Premier rivals 
Blackfield & Langley. 

The talented winger lists 
Eastleigh, Sutton United, 

Poole Town and New Milton 
among his former clubs. 
Welcoming him to the Denplan 
City Ground, director of foot¬ 
ball Dave Malone said: “Taz 
will be well known to many 
fans having been a City player 
in the past. He has also had a 
spell at Eastleigh. 

“I know him well enough to 
know he will be a real asset to 
the club.” 

With last Saturday’s game at 
Whitchurch called off, 
Winchester returned to action 
at home to Bemerton Heath 
Harlequins on Tuesday. 

But it was bad news for Neil 
Hards’ league leaders who lost 
2-0 to in-form Bemerton Heath 
Harlequins - Jack Slade and 
Seb Dawes getting the goals. 


Jordan still hopeful 

STRIKER Jordan Chiedozie 
believes firing Poole Town to 
Southern Premier promotion 
can help him realise his own 
dream - a return to the pro¬ 
fessional game. 

The 19-year-old frontrunner, 
formerly on loan with the 
Dolphins, was released by 
AFC Bournemouth last week 
before immediately signing 
non-contract terms with the 
Southern League outfit. 

“I was told I wasn’t in the 
club’s (Bournemouth’s) plans 
and, to be honest, it was bet¬ 
ter it happened now rather 
than the end of the season 
because it gave me the oppor¬ 
tunity to play for Poole,” said 
Chiedozie. 

“My main aim at the moment 
is to try and help get Poole 
promoted. After that I will see 
what’s out there. I believe I 
can get a club in the Football 
League.” 


New semi-final date 

THE postponed Sydenhams 
League Cup semi-final 
between holders Alresford 
Town and Sholing has been 
rescheduled. 

The match will now take place 
on Tuesday, April 1 at 
Winchester’s Denplan City 
Ground (7.45pm). 
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Brock finally 
repay their 
boss’s faith 


BROCKENHURST’S commanding 
4-1 win over Blackfield & Langley 
underlined what manager Pat 
McManus has been saying all sea¬ 
son. 

McManus has long insisted that 
the Badgers are equally capable of 
beating teams in the top five as 
they are of losing to teams in bot¬ 
tom five. 

And Brock summed up their 
inconsistency in a nutshell on 
Wednesday, following up disap¬ 
pointing 4-2 defeats at struggling 
Romsey and Totton & Eling with an 
excellent victory over the reigning 
Sydenhams Premier champions at 
Grigg Lane. 

“They were dreadful performances 
against Romsey and Totton, they 
really were,” said McManus. “There 
was nothing unlucky about either 
defeat, to a man we were awful on 
both occasions. 

“But I brought in a couple of new 
faces against Blackfield - plus we 
had the massive bonus of having 
Tom Hill back for his first game 
since November and Will Tickle 
back after missing 
three games- and 
we looked a dif- 

ferent side. We / \ 

really were very / f,^ J^B \ 

good.” y 

It was one of I ^ a * 

the new faces, \ 

Cassius Newton, ^^B/ 

right, who gave n! 

Brock and early lead ^ 

and, come the 11th minute, Brad 
Magookin had made it 2-0 with a 
free kick. 

Another debutant, former 
Bournemouth Poppies striker Martin 
Warren, hit back for Blackfield, but 
Brock had the last laugh with goals 
from Mark Barker and substitute 
Braiden Hamilton in the 73rd and 
86th minutes. 

Newton, son of former Chelsea 
assistant boss, Eddie, has previous¬ 
ly been on Eastleigh and 
Winchester City’s books. 

“Cass signed for Winchester but 
didn’t play,” McManus explained. 
“He’s been working in London and 
training with Chelsea’s under-21s.” 

Brock’s other debutant was 
another ex-Eastleigh and 
Winchester player Joe Chamberlain. 
“He played at centre-half and 
looked totally assured,” added 
McManus. 

“The goal we conceded was a bit 
soft, but we played some nice foot¬ 
ball and, as well as scoring, we’ve 
hit the post twice and Rory 
(Blackfield ’keeper Rory Anderson) 
has made a couple of really good 
saves. 

“If we approached every game 
like that, we would finish top ten at 
a canter and it’s still achievable. 

“Lee Clark has left us for personal 
reasons, but I don’t envisage losing 
any more players now.” 

Brock will, however, have to plod 
on without centre-back Liam Hall 
who will miss the rest of the season 
with medial ligament damage. 




WITH the hamstring injury he sus¬ 
tained in Eastleigh’s final pre-sea- 
son match way back in August 
now a distant memory, Chris Todd 
is right where he wants to be. 

That is at the heart of the Spitfires’ 
back-four, as his team shapes up for two 
frantic months that are set to decide the 
destiny of the Conference South title, 
writes PAUL McNAMARA. 

In his 33rd year, one might expect Todd 
to be somewhat tentative regarding the 
prospect, at the time of speaking, of play¬ 
ing 16 vital matches in a period of not 
much more than seven weeks. 

Nothing could be further from the truth 
r for a player whose commanding personal 
I displays continue to go from strength to 
I strength. 

“I feel like I’m well up to speed,” he said. 

“It took me a while to get my stride 
I going again (after his return in 
September). 

“As you get older it does take longer 
after an injury to get back into the 
rhythm of playing and training. 

“It was a month-and-a-half to two 
months before it came together and I fully 
felt myself again. 

“Now I’m totally in my stride, enjoying 
my football and I think I’m doing alright. 

“I’d agree with that (his form has picked 
up further since the turn of the year). 

“It did take me a while to find my timing 
and everything else. 

“Before I came to Eastleigh I had suf¬ 
fered a bad injury at Forest Green (an 
avulsion fracture of the hamstring sus¬ 
tained on the opening day of season 
2011/2012). 

“I’ve missed quite a lot of years of foot¬ 
ball and it does take its toll. But now I feel 
I fully up speed, my leg feels brilliant and 
I I’m thoroughly enjoying it. 

“I feel really, really fit. I’m actually 
! coming out of games and not aching any¬ 
more which is a good sign. 

“It’s something that I have to be aware 
of, all the matches coming up, but I’m 
looking after myself and managing my 
body well. 

“I’m not a big drinker so that’s a big 
help. The longer I can keep going the bet¬ 
ter.” 

The imminent calendar, with its 
i demands for Eastleigh to be playing twice 
each week, will contrast starkly with the 
I weather induced lay-offs that have strick- 
| en so many non-league clubs across this 

■ miserable winter. 

When Richard Hill’s men played at 
I Tonbridge Angels on February 17, it was 
I their first action of any description since 
I the first day of that month. 

■ Carefully managing that enforced play- 
■ ing inactivity, says Todd, is imperative 

with respect to being fully prepared for 
what lies ahead. 

The tough-as-teak centre-half, an 
avowed dedicated professional, will never 


let his standards slip. 

Nevertheless, Todd was sure to leave 
plenty of fuel in the tank for the forth¬ 
coming challenges. 

“That was a crucial time for us (the 
series of postponements). We missed 
out on so many games and you don’t 
want to fall out of the groove, but we 
probably did a little bit,” he remarked. 

“It is hard. You just have to look after 
yourself and be professional. 

“When you’re at home and there is an 
opportunity to put your trainers on and 
go for a run, you’ve got to do it. 

“I’ve been going out for hill runs, 
which is something I’ve never previous¬ 
ly done in my career. 

“I don’t even like doing it, but I feel bet¬ 
ter for it. 

“I’ve been doing sprints up this mas¬ 
sive hill near my home in Devon and it’s 
seemed to work so I’m going to carry on 
doing it. 


“You know your 
own body and when 
you do need to ease off 
and relax. 

“Those times can be as 
crucial as going for a run 
or putting in a bit extra. 

It’s a balance between the 
two and I feel I’m experi¬ 
enced enough to know when to 
do that.” 

For all at Eastleigh, their 
Monday night clash with rele- » 
gation strugglers Tonbridge 
was an inauspicious return to 
the fray. 

Subsequent to that 2-1 
defeat, Todd voiced a con¬ 
cern that his side were 
becoming a little too easy 
to play against, perhaps 
not being positive or 
clinical enough in 
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mate pairing of Todd and Dean Beckwith, 
recently disclosed that, from his vantage 
point on the side-lines, he closely watches 
the duo. 

“I pick up little things that they do well 
and try to incorporate them into my 
game,” he said. 

That partnership, between two players 
who both made their Eastleigh debuts in 
January 2013, has flourished across the 
past 12 months, and Todd confirms that 
he relishes playing alongside the former 
Luton Town man. 

“We have got a great partnership. It 
tells on the pitch that we’ve developed a 
sense for playing together. 

“I’ve had a long career and some very 
good partners, but Dean is definitely up 
there as one of the best I’ve played with 
simply because of the understanding 
between us. 

Hopefully that can continue and we can 
go on to have a lot of success with it.” 

Success for Eastleigh means just one 
thing - achieving promotion into the 
Conference Premier. 

As such, the fortunes of Bromley, cur¬ 
rently holding a five point advantage over 
the Spitfires but having played two games 
more, are an inescapable source of inter¬ 
est at the Silverlake Stadium. 

“It’s hard to say you don’t look at other 
results because you do, even if I try not to. 

“We have to look after ourselves 
because if we win games it’ll tell in the 
league eventually. 

“When you finish a game, the first ques¬ 
tion I ask, and I’m sure everybody does, is 
“How did Bromley do?” 

That’s just human nature. They’re at 
the top of the league and that’s where we 
want to be, but we just have to believe in 
our ability, win our games and the rest 
will sort itself out.” 

For confirmation that Todd is savouring 
every moment of his time at Eastleigh, 
you need only consider the following 
words. 

“You can trust me when I say this - I’m 
probably enjoying my football more than 
ever. 

“I’m lucky to still be playing and I don’t 
take that for granted, that’s for sure. I am 
absolutely loving it.” 

Moreover, the player who has spent 
time with the likes of Swansea City, 
Exeter City, and Torquay United - where 
he was part of a team that won the 2009 
Conference Premier play-off final at 
Wembley after losing there with Exeter 
two years earlier - has designs on being at 
his current club for a while yet. 

“It’s something that me and the gaffer 
have got to sit down and talk about (a new 
contract). 

“It’s a good club, a thriving club and I’m 
enjoying my football so hopefully that 
won’t change.” 

When it’s time for this season’s medals 
to be handed out, Chris Todd will hope to 
have proved that nice guys can finish 
first. 

Follow me on twitter 
@mcnamara_sport 


a part of the football world well 
beyond his playing days, the 32 
year-old is quick to express his 
gratitude for that opportunity - 
even if it means an occasional 
shift in his relationship with 
team-mates. 

“That’s always been at the back 
of my mind since I started play¬ 
ing football. I’ve always wanted 
to be a manager or a coach, or 
just stay in the game,” Todd 
outlined. 

“That’s all I’ve ever 
known. 

“I’ve never done a 
‘job’ or been out in 
that ‘work’ environ¬ 
ment. 

“Even as a kid I was 
at football more than 
I was at school. I 
don’t want to come out 
of that. My time as a 
player isn’t going to 
last forever - I’m not 
stupid enough to 
think that. I do enjoy 
doing the extra things. 

“That’s the tricky side of it (how 
his colleagues view him when he 
assumes control). 

“When you get the whistle in 
your hand and have to take the 
coaching, it changes a little bit. 

“You almost switch over to 
what the gaffer calls the ‘dark 
side’. 

“The boys respect me and I 
think they do enjoy the training 
when I take it. It’s been a good 
learning curve and that’s thanks 
to the manager.” 




RICHARD HILL 


Hill spoke this week of a hope that some 
of his club’s younger players, in need of 
advice as they seek to cope with the pres¬ 
sure of playing in a team expected to win 
most weeks, would seek out senior men 
such as Todd, Craig McAllister and Ben 
Strevens for guidance. 

Todd is delighted to offer his counsel to 
anybody that asks. 

“I’m always there. I’ve made a good 
career out of being a good pro and a nice 

guy,” he said. 

“That’s what I believe I am. If 
someone wants to speak to me, 
I’ll be honest with them and I’m 
always open to that. 

“The youngsters can come 
and speak to me whenever 
they want. 

“I have spoken to one or two 
of them. I see potential there 
and when you see potential in 
younger players you want 
them to do well. 

“I’ve seen so many players 
over the years who, when 
they were young, it was obvi¬ 
ous should have become 
something special but didn’t go on to ful¬ 
fil that promise. 

“That’s more frustrating than anything. 

“I was never blessed with amazing abil¬ 
ity, or was technically that brilliant, but I 
used what I had to my advantage. 

“I applied my strengths to the game. 
There are players I see with excellent 
technical ability who don’t make it and 
that’s exceptionally frustrating.” 

It isn’t only by following his committed 
approach to the profession that Todd’s 
fellow players can benefit. 

Chris Dillon, currently being kept out of 
the Spitfires back four by the consum- 


their approach. 

In the wake of three successive 
victories and a midweek draw at 
Eastbourne, the Welshman is 
confident that deficiency has 
been rectified. 

“Scores and results don’t he do 
they? I believe we’ve got the best 
players and the best squad in the 
league, but you have to come 
down to everybody else’s level at 
first and then work your way 
up,” he said. 

“The gaffer is a great believer 
that we should start from the bot¬ 
tom and work our way up. At 
times we weren’t doing that. 

“We were turning up thinking, 
“We’re going to win this game 
today”, but not starting at the bot¬ 
tom. 

“Going back to doing that was 
vital to doing weh in the 
last couple of games 
where we have 
been 


PARTNERSHIP: Chris Todd, 
left, and, right, Dean 
Beckwith, heads 
clear. 


a bit more 
purposeful 
with the ball, 
and a bit more 
direct at times, but 
in the right way. 

“You can see in the last few 
results that the players have 
taken that on board and it has 
paid dividends.” 

With his astute reading of the 
game, evident on the field and in 
his invariably considered off- 
pitch analysis, it is little surprise 
that Todd’s manager, Hill, is 
happy to ascribe some coaching 
and scouting duties to one of his 
chief lieutenants. 

As a man who wants to remain 
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COACH 
HOLIDAYS 
LOCAL 
DEPARTURES 


24 Mar: Ilfracombe Winter Warmer 5 day.£189 

04 Apr: Thriplow Daffodil Weekend 3 day.£169 

18 Apr : Easter in Bournemouth inc “Ken Dodd Happiness Show” 4 day ....£199 

09 May : Folkestone & Brugge (passport required) 4 day.£169 

12 May : Lincolnshire 4 day.£198 

19 May : Anchors Away mock cruise at Warners Norton Grange 5 day.£239 

08 Jun : East Sussex Tea Dance 2 day.£129 

22 Jul : Liverpool inc WW1 commemorative parade 4 day.£249 

03 & 10 Aug : Edinburgh Tattoo 4 day.£349 

10 Aug : Brighton Summer Special 2 day.£97 

14 Sep : Warwickshire inc “Music Hall” evening show 2 day.£109 

Contact us now for further details and for your free 
brochure with our full range of tours. 

Oaktree House 
Lowford 
Bursledon 
Southampton 
S031 8ES 


AnGELA 


Tel (023) 80408223 

E-mail : bookings@angelaholidays.co.uk 
Web: www.angelaholidays.co.uk 



* McTimoney Chiropractic 

• Colonic Hydrotherapy 

• Massage • Acupuncture 

* Nutrition & many more 

For FREE brochure please ring 023 8058 2245 

www.grovetherapy.com 

Email: admin@grovetherapy.com 


the GROVE 


22 Grosvenor Road, Highfield, Southampton, SOI 71RT. 

023 8058 2245 


Need a local, 
reliable and experienced 
electrician? 


We've provided a professional 
and personal service in 
Hampshire for over 23 years. 

* 24hr Emergency Electrician 

* Domestic, Commercial and Retail 

* Electrical Maintenance 

* Fault Finding * Power point installation 

* Faulty alarms silenced 

* All major credit cards accepted * Working 
in Southampton, Winchester and the 
surrounding area 

Neil’s 

Electrical Services 


5% Discount 

on all new work 

Quoting this advert, 

Offer valid until 31st March 


For a genuine 24-hour 
emergency service, call 
02380328104 * 07802356561 

www.nes247.co.uk • neil@nes247.co.uk 



View delightful boutiques 
with quality vintage stock 

Purchase, unique pieces (jor pour 
wardrobe & decorating pour home 

\lintape hair & Ma(Leap 

THE MASONIC HALL, HIGH ST, 
LYMINGT0N, S041 9AA 

wuwmmmmm\E.eoM 

mmmmBmEsviNTACjE.coM 


GRAHAM RUSSELL 

DRUMS 

5 Axis Park, Newgate Lane 
Fareham, P014 1FD 
01329 834012 



5000 SQ FT SHOWROOM 
OVER 40 KITS & 100 SNARE DRUMS IN STOCK 
PART EXCHANGE WELCOME 
FREE PARKING 

www.grahamrusselldrums.com 


41 
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Home Choose Carpets 



Over 20 Years Experience 
100's of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from. 
In the comfort of your own Home 

• FREE FITTING • FREE ESTIMATES 
• FREE DELIVERY 

• FREE UPLIFT & DISPOSAL OF OLD CARPETS 

We move your Furniture FREE of charge 

Please Ring 02B80 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

for immediate attention 


VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV' 

STEPHAN SHOES 

Sandpiper fitting centre Tel: 02380 554437 

184 Portswood RD, Southampton S017 2NJ 

(100 yards from Sainsbury’s superstore, bottom of Highfield lane) 

Specialist in Wider Fitting Shoes 




i 


* __ 

{(LADIES! 
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CARPET 

BARN 

FLOORING SUPERSTORE 

(bSd) 

\store/ 

^ bed spec^ 


BEDS, MATTRESSES, CARPETS, FLOORING & BEDROOM F URNITURE 

getan 


HUGE SAVINGS! 

PLUS WE'LL BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE WRITTEN QUOTE!! 

• OPEN 7 DAYS • FREE ESTIMATES • FREE DELIVERY • 100'S OF BIG BRANDS 

• BEDROOM FURNITURE & 100'S OF RUGS • DISPOSAL OF OLD FLOORING & BEDS 




Not to be used in 
conjunction with any other offer 


Parham Drive, Boyatt Wood Ind Est EASTLEIGH SO50 4NU 02380 653600 & 166a Southampton Rd (next to Dunelm Mill) FAREHAM P0144QL 01489 571206 www.carpetsandbeds.com 
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BOTLEY 

BATHROOM CENTRE 

50 % 


TAPS (in - store only, 
while stocks last) 



J,S|A • ^ 


The Malt House, Church 
Lane, Botley, Hampshire 

Tel: 01489 786272 

Email: admin@bath-etc.co.uk 
www.baths-etc.co.uk 


Would you like 
an extra room? 

or just a bit of peace and quiet? 
Our attractive all-in-one Garden 
Rooms could be the answer! 

Built to last and expertly 
installed including insulation, 
electrics, heating, security & 
much more. 




Give us a call on: 

01329 319276 or 
07920 773198 

for more information or a quote 
email: jon@southwicks.co.uk 
www.southwicks.co.uk 


Britannia 
Windowsdi 


DOORS’CONSERVATORIES’SOLAR 




Harris Bathrooms 




£50 


Voucher 


1 voucher per customer) 


Redeem voucher when spending over £150 
Valid until the end of March 


Harris 


Tel: (023) 80 473299 

Email: sales@harrisbathrooms.com 
148 West End Road, Southampton, 
Hampshire, S018 6PL 


TIBERTY 

"KITCHENS 

IV COMPLETE DESIGN AND INSTALLATION 

Call the experts 



Made to measure new 

Painting and decorating 

kitchens 

Replacement doors made 

Wall and floor tiling 

to measure 

Building work 

Sinks, taps & worktops 

Plastering 

New appliances 

023 8042 8500 MSB 

www.kitchens-southampton.co.uk 

Showroom at 29 Salisbury Road Arcade 

Totton Southampton S040 3HX 



bedside units 

with every Swan Sliding 
or Hinged Wardrobe 

or the same value 
off in eee’s 


UNIQUE SLIDING WARDROBES & BEDROOM FURNITURE 


Titchfield Showroom: West End Showroom: 

Units 6 / 6a The Tanneries, East Street, 15-19 Swaythling Road, West End, 
Titchfield, Fareham P014 4AR Southampton S030 3AG 

Tel: 01329 843 636 Tel: 02380 465 485 


Bedside units are from the Swan Value range, 400mm wide 2 drawers. Upgrade to Luxury range for small fee. If bedsides not required, 
equivalent value taken from price. Minimum order value £1500. Offer Valid throughout March 2014. 


www.swansystems.co.uk email: info@swansystems.co.uk 



Q. 


£100 


WORTH OF 


EljpS 

hhSc 


ACCESSORIES 
OF YOUR CHOICE 
WITH ANY 



cannondale 


* terms & conditions apply, subject to availability 


BIKE 


CYCI @ WORLD 

facebook.com/cycleworld. romsey 

109A WINCHESTER ROAD S051 8JF 
TEL: 01794513344 

facebook.com/cycleworld.southampton 

36-38 THORNHILL PARK ROAD 

S018 5TQ 

TEL: 023 8047 1140 
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FOR THE WEEK AHEAD 
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2014 Hampshire & loW Sports Awards nominees 


Monday, March 10 
CALOR SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Biggleswade v St Albans, 
Redd itch v Truro. 

Tuesday, March 11 
UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 
First Knock-Out Round - Second Leg: 

Atletico Madrid v AC Milan, Bayern Munich v 
Arsenal. 

SKY BET LEAGUE 

Championship: Barnsley v Leicester, 
Blackpool v Millwall, Brighton v QPR, Derby v 
Bolton, Doncaster v Watford, Leeds v 
Reading, Middlesbrough v Nottm Forest, 

Yeovil v Ipswich. 

League 1: Brentford v Tranmere, Colchester v 
Bradford, Gillingham v Coventry, Notts County 
v Milton Keynes Don, Oldham v Rotherham, 
Peterborough v Bristol City, Port Vale v Leyton 
Orient, Shrewsbury v Crawley Town, 

Stevenage v Preston, Swindon v 
Wolverhampton, Walsall v Crewe. 

League 2: AFC Wimbledon v Chesterfield, 
Accrington Stanley v Hartlepool, Bristol 
Rovers v Dag & Red, Bury v Fleetwood Town, 
Exeter v Northampton, Mansfield v York, 
Morecambe v Newport County, Oxford Utd v 
Cheltenham, Portsmouth v Burton Albion, 
Scunthorpe v Southend, Torquay v Rochdale, 
Wycombe v Plymouth. 

SKRILL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
Premier: Aldershot v Chester FC, Alfreton 
Town v Hyde, Braintree Town v Wrexham, 
Cambridge Utd v Luton, Forest Green v 
Salisbury, Grimsby v Hereford, Kidderminster 
v Macclesfield, Lincoln City v Welling, 
Nuneaton v Tamworth. 

South: Basingstoke v Eastbourne Borough, 
Bishops Stortford v Dorchester, Bromley v 
Dover, Eastleigh v Chelmsford, Gosport 
Borough v Havant & Waterlooville, 

Maidenhead v Boreham Wood, Tonbridge v 

FhhQflopt 

CALOR SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Bashley v Hitchin, Burnham 
v Chesham, Hemel Hempstead v Cambridge 
City, Poole Town v AFC Totton, Stourbridge v 
Hungerford. 

Division One South & West: Bridgwater v 
Clevedon, Cinderford v Stratford, Cirencester 
v Godaiming, Fleet Town v Merthyr Town, 
Shortwood v Swindon Supermarine, Taunton v 
Yate, Tiverton v Paulton Rovers (7.30). 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
SWL Cup, semi-final: Petersfield Town v 
Whitchurch Utd (at Alresford Town FC). 
Premier Division: Bournemouth Poppies v 
AFC Portchester, Fareham v Brockenhurst, 
Folland Sports v Hamworthy, Horndean v 
Newport loW, Moneyfields v Blackfield & 
Langley, Sholing v Winchester City, Totton & 
Eling v Romsey. 

Division One: East Cowes Vies v Laverstock 
& Ford, Fleet Spurs v New Milton, Pewsey 
Vale v Tadley Calleva, US Portsmouth v 
Cowes Sports. 

WILTSHIRE SENIOR CUP 

Semi-final: Bradford Town v Bemerton HH. 

SALISBURY HOSPITAL CUP 

Andover Town v Downton. 

WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 

Division One East: Tadley Calleva v 
Horndean. 


Wednesday, March 12 
CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 
First Knock-Out Round - Second Leg: 

Barcelona v Man City, PSG v Bayer 
Leverkusen. 

Sky Bet League 

Championship: Birmingham v Burnley, 
Blackburn v Bournemouth, Charlton v 
Huddersfield, Wigan v Sheff Wed. 

League 1: Sheff Utd v Carlisle. 

CALOR SOUTHERN LEAGUE 

Division One South & West: Guildford City v 
Wimborne Town. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Christchurch v Lymington 
Town, Verwood v Alresford. 

Division One: Amesbury Town v Hythe & 
Dibden. 

PUMAENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE PRE¬ 
MIER LEAGUE 

PEHPL Cup, semi-final: Colden Common v 
Hamble Club (at Locks Heath FC) 

WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 
Premier Division: AFC Portchester v New 
Milton, Wimborne Town v Dorchester Town. 
Divison One West: Fawley AFC v 
Christchurch, Laverstock & Ford v Verwood. 
Division One East: Petersfield v US 
Portsmouth. 

Wyvern Challenge Shield: C. Alton v Sholing, 
D. Newport IOW v Moneyfields. 

Thursday, March 13 
UEFA EUROPA LEAGUE 
Round of 16 - First Leg: AZ v Anzhi 
Makhachkala, Basle v SV Red Bull Salzburg, 
FC Porto v Napoli, Juventus v Fiorentina, 
Ludogorets v Valencia, Lyon v Plzen, Sevilla v 
Real Betis, Spurs v Benfica. 

SKRILL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
Premier: Forest Green v Braintree Town. 
South: Bishop's Stortford v Hayes & Yea, 
Concord Rangers v Havant and W, 
Maidenhead Utd v Gosport Borough. 


THEY are among the most valued 
grassroots sporting awards of 
the year. 

And this week Sport Hampshire & 
Isle of Wight announced their nomi¬ 
nees for the 2014 awards, which take 
place on April 2 at Saints’ St Mary’s 
stadium. 

SENIOR SPORTSMAN 

Nicholas Percy (Athletics, IOW) 

The 19-year-old Isle of Wight athlete 
won the European Junior 
Championship in discus in 2013, as 
well as several other national and 
international events. 

In the Scottish U20 Championships, 
he won the discus, hammer and shot 
putt as well as the senior discus title. 

He has achieved the 2 kilogram dis¬ 
cus qualifying standard and aims to 
win selection for Scotland in the 
Commonwealth Games in Glasgow in 
2015. 

He is currently ranked No 3 in the 
UK Under 20 lists for discus. 

He was fifth ranked in the World 
Junior discus rankings for 2013 with 
the 1.75kg discus. 

Tommy Gentleman ((Ju Jitsu, 
Test Valley) 

The Andover man won a gold medal 
in the World Ju Jitsu Championships. 

A member of the Jamie G Sporting 
Trust, last year he completed a charity 
cycle ride from Land’s End to John O 
Groats. 



CREST OF A WAVE: In form 
sailing ace Milo Gill-Taylor. 

Tom Britz (Sailing, New Forest) 

The 19-year-old Royal Lymington 
Sailing Club member was the ISAF 
World Youth Champion in 2013 and 
also won the U18 National Youth title. 

After winning the junior 47 
European title in 2009, Britz struggled 
with his size and weight in the larger 
radial class. 

He made the difficult decision to try 
a new class and switched to double 
handed crewing in September 2011, 
crewing up with Rupert White. 

The pair also won the SL16 Open 
World title last year. 

David Sisi (Rugby, New Forest) 

The 20-year-old, from Totton, helped 
England win both the U20 Six Nations 
and 2013 Junior World 
Championships. 

After playing for London Irish, he 
was transferred to Bath and played in 
the National Premiership. 

The former Tottonians colt discov¬ 
ered rugby at Hounsdown School aged 
11. He has played for England at U16, 
U17 and U18 levels as well as at U20. 

SENIOR SPORTSWOMAN 

Samantha Aplin (Duathlon, 
Eastleigh) 

The 24-year-old Eastleigh Running 



Club member was a silver medalhst at 
the World Duathlon Championships in 
Canada, less than two years after taking 
up the sport. 

Sam won the prestigious Human Race 
Off Road Duathlon 2012/13 series just a 
few months after taking up mountain 
biking. 

Her all round sporting prowess was 
proved when she took the English Cross 
Duathlon title. 

India Lee (Triathlon, 
Winchester) 

The 25-year-old Winchester and 
District Athletics Club member finished 
fifth overall in the British Triathlon 
Super Series. 

She was second at the British 


Championships for Olympic Distance 
Triathlon in Windsor, 12th in the Sprint 
Distance British Championships and 
had her first professional win at the 
Jenson Button Trust Triathlon. 

She travelled to Holland to race at the 
European Age Group Championships 
for Duathlon and took the overall title 
with ease. 

India will represent GB at the World 
Aquathlon Championships in Hyde 
Park this September. 

Mia Ritchie (Netball, New 
Forest) 

The 23-year-old Bath netballer was a 
regular for England in 2013,. 

The team won the Sky Sports women’s 
team of the year award, while Ritchie 


helped Bath take the Super League title. 

Ritchie still makes regular appear¬ 
ances at her old club, Lymington, where 
she started playing as part of a Sport 
England Active Sports netball scheme. 

She has also opened the Hampshire 
Games, an event that she took part in as 
a competitor, coach and volunteer over 
various years. 

Junior Sportsman 

Brad Taylor (Cricket, East 
Hampshire) 

Taylor last year became the 
youngest player since 1867 to play for 
Hampshire’s first team. 

He made his debut in a one-day game 
against Lancashire, taking 2-50 in a 40- 
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over contest. Taylor broke a 146-year- 
old record as the youngest player to 
take a wicket for the county in a com¬ 
petitive match when he dismissed 
Stephen Moore with only his third 
delivery. 

He then took four second innings 
wickets on his Championship debut 
against the same opponents at 
Southport. 

Milo Gill-Taylor (Sailing, 
New Forest) 

The Spinnaker Sailing Club 
(Ringwood) member enjoyed a superb 
2013. 

He claimed a bronze in the Optimist 
World Team Racing Championships, 
as well as winning the Irish and 


Belgian National Championships. 

Gill-Taylor was the youngest ever 
sailor to qualify for an Optimist 
Worlds Team at the age of 11. 

He has claimed all three National 
titles - Regatta fleet, Junior and is cur¬ 
rently the British National Optimist 
Champion. 

As the top British Optimist sailor, he 
was selected by Sir Ben Ainslie to help 
him and Iain Percy run an Optimist 
coaching clinic for disadvantaged 
Bermudan sailors before the Gold 
Cup. 

Ali Rogers (Triathlon, New 
Forest) 

The triathlete was voted 
Brockenhurst College’s Sport & 


Fitness student 
the Year for 2013. 

He has progressed 
from grass-roots to 
European Junior 
Champion in just 
two years having 
previous played 

hockey for New 
Milton Hockey Club 
and Brockenhurst 
College Hockey 

Academy. 

Having always been 
a strong competitive ' 
swimmer with 

Seagulls, he started 
triathlon in April, 2011 
and has gone from 



strength to strength. 

In 2013 he won the 16-19 years age- 
group European Championships in 
Turkey. 

Last summer he swam the Channel 
as part of the Brockenhurst College 
swim team and was the highest indi¬ 
vidual fundraiser of all Channel swim¬ 
mers, raising nearly £6,000. 

He is now at Leeds University, using 
their triathlon performance centre 
alongside the world’s best such as 
Alistair and Jon Brownlee. 

Junior Sportswoman 

Laura Rafferty (football, 
Southampton) 

Has captained the Chelsea Ladies 
reserve side and played a handful of 
games for the club’s first team in the 
Women’s Super League. 

Rafferty captained the Hampshire 
FA Girls Centre Of Excellence to their 
first championship title in 2012/13. 

Last November she made her debut 
for the senior Northern Ireland 
Women’s squad that competed in the 
Senior World Cup qualifiers. 

Danielle Harrison 
(athletics, Basingstoke) 

Has been selected to compete 
as part of the four-strong 
Great Britain Senior 
Performance squad. 

During 2013, aged just 13, 
Danielle, left, should have 
been skating at Novice Level, 
but instead competed at both 
Junior (aged 19 & under) and 
Senior (all ages) levels. 

At the end of 2013 she was 
ranked top GB Junior (19 yrs 
and under), 4th GB Senior (all 
ages), and first in the GB Advanced 
Novice (15 & under) section. 

Harrison was recently invited to 
attend Torvil & Dean’s celebration of 
their 30-year anniversary 
since winning Olympic 
Gold in Sarajevo. 

Her target for 2014/15 is to 
skate in the Junior Grand Prix 
circuit. 

Kierra Barker 
(athletics, 
Basingstoke) 

The 16-year- 
old Basing¬ 
stoke and Mid 
Hants Athletics 
Club member won 
a the U18 World School 
\\ Games High Jump 
NX title last year. 

She was also third 
_ in the 100m Hurdles 
in the same tourna¬ 
ment. 

Barker was the 

r English Schools U17 
High Champion in 2013. 

SERVICE TO SPORT 

Gordon Osborne MBE 
(Swimming/Life Saving, IOW) 

Osborne’s swimming career started 
in the 1950s when he won the Island 
Schools 100 yards. 

He also trained in lifesaving with 
Shanklin Lifeguards, getting RLSS 
distinctions. 

He subsequently helped found Ryde 
Inshore Rescue in 1956, and remained 
secretary until 2013. 

RIR grew to become an independent 
lifeboat service which has saved many 
lives and craft. 

Continued on page 38 
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FOOTBALL FIXTURES 
FOR THE WEEK AHEAD 

From page 36... 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Moneyfields v Sholing. 
WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 

Division One West: Romsey Town v East 
Cowes Vies. 

Wyvern Challenge Shield: B. AFC Totton v 
Hythe & Dibden. 

Friday, March 14 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Moneyfields v Fareham 
Town. 


Saturday, March 15 
BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 

Aston Villa vChelsea, Everton v Cardiff, 

Fulham v Newcastle, Hull v Man City, 
Southampton v Norwich, Stoke v West Ham, 
Sunderland v Crystal Palace, Swansea v West 
Brom. 

SKY BET LEAGUE 

Championship: Bolton v Brighton, 
Bournemouth v Middlesbrough, Burnley v 
Leeds, Huddersfield v Blackburn, Ipswich v 
Wigan, Leicester v Blackpool, Millwall v 
Charlton, Nottm Forest v Doncaster, QPR v 
Yeovil, Reading v Derby, Sheff Wed v 
Birmingham, Watford v Barnsley. 

League 1: Bradford v Gillingham, Bristol City 
v Swindon, Carlisle v Stevenage, Crawley 
Town v Colchester, Crewe v Oldham, Leyton 
Orient v Brentford, Milton Keynes Dons v 
Peterborough, Rotherham v Walsall, Tranmere 
v Notts County, Wolverhampton v 
Shrewsbury. 

League 2: Burton Albion v AFC Wimbledon, 
Cheltenham v Torquay, Chesterfield v Oxford 
Utd, Dag & Red v Morecambe, Fleetwood 
Town v Portsmouth, Hartlepool v Bristol 
Rovers, Northampton v Mansfield, Plymouth v 
Scunthorpe, Rochdale v Accrington Stanley, 
Southend v Bury, York v Wycombe. 

SKRILL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
Premier: Aldershot v Nuneaton, Cambridge 
Utd v Dartford, Chester FC v Alfreton Town, 
Grimsby v Wrexham, Hereford v Hyde, 
Kidderminster v Barnet, Lincoln City v 
Braintree Town, Salisbury v Gateshead, 
Southport v Macclesfield, Tamworth v Forest 
Green, Welling v Halifax. 

South: Bath City v Dorchester, Eastbourne 
Borough v Chelmsford, Eastleigh v Bishops 
Stortford, Farnborough v Bromley, Gosport 
Borough v Boreham Wood, Havant & 
Waterlooville v Staines, Hayes & Yeading v 
Concord, Maidenhead v Dover, Sutton v 
Basingstoke, Tonbridge v Weston-super-Mare, 
Whitehawk v Ebbsfleet. 

CALOR SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Arlesey v Hemel 
Hempstead, Banbury v Hungerford, 

Cambridge City v Chesham, Chippenham v 
Bideford, Corby v Stourbridge, Frame v AFC 
Totton, Poole Town v Truro, Redditch v 
Burnham, St Albans v Bedford, St Neots v 
Hitchin, Weymouth v Bashley. 

Division One South & West: Clevedon v 
Wimborne Town, Evesham v Fleet Town, 
Guildford City v Shortwood, Mangotsfield v 
Godaiming, Merthyr Town v Didcot (1.00), 
North Leigh v Yate, Stratforfd v Paulton 
Rovers, Swindon Supermarine v Bridgwater, 
Taunton v Cinderford, Thatcham v 
Cirencester, Tiverton v Bishops Cleeve. 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: AFC Portchester v 
Blackfield & Langley, Bemerton HH v Fawley, 
Bournemouth Poppies v Alresford, 
Brockenhurst v Winchester City, Christchurch 
v Downton, Lymington Town v Folland Sports, 
Romsey v Horndean, Sholing v Totton & Eling, 
Verwood v Newport, Whitchurch v 
Hamworthy. 

Division One: Amesbury Town v Fleet Spurs, 
Andover New Street v Andover Town, Hayling 
v Petersfield, Hythe & Dibden v Pewsey Vale, 
Tadley Calleva v Laverstock & Ford, Team 
Solent v New Milton, US Portsmouth v 
Ringwood. 

PUMAENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE PRE¬ 
MIER LEAGUE 

Premier Division: Bournemouth Sports v 
Locks Heath, Colden Common v Clanfield, 
Fleetlands v Winchester Castle, Liss v 
Liphook, Overton v Baffins Milton Rovers, 
Paulsgrove v AFC Stoneham, QK 
Southampton v Otterbourne. 

Division One: Broughton v Upham, Durley v 
Bush Hill, Four Marks v Hamble Club, Infinity v 
Michelmersh & Timsbury, Lyndhurst v Andover 
Lions. 

Combination: AFC Stoneham v Clanfield, 
Hamble Club v Liss, Hedge End Rangers v 
Fleetlands, Liphook v Otterbourne, 
Michelmersh & Timsbury v Paulsgrove, 
Winchester Castle v Overton. 

BERKS & BUCKS INTERMEDIATE CUP 
Final: AFC Aldermaston v Hale Leys Utd (at 
Newport Pagnell Town FC) 

WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 
Division One West: East Cowes Vies v 
Verwood, Fawley AFC v Team Solent, Hythe & 
Dibden v Romsey, Laverstock & Ford v 
Lymington Town, Ringwood v Christchurch. 
Divison One East: Alresford v Colden 
Common, Horndean v Alton, Newport loW v 
Tadley Calleva, Petersfield v Locks Heath. 
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Gayle: KP 
didn’t get 
respect he 
deserved 

CHRIS Gayle describes the circum¬ 
stances of his friend and rival Kevin 
Pietersen’s enforced international 
retirement as “disrespectful”. 

Gayle will be in action, after injury, 
against England in Sunday’s opening 
Twenty20 international at the 
Kensington Oval - where Pietersen, of 
course, will be absent. 

The England and Wales Cricket 
Board axed 33-year-old Pietersen, 
pictured below, from all future plans 
last month, in the aftermath of their 
Ashes drubbing in Australia. 

Windies’ destructive opening bats¬ 
man Gayle regrets that England’s 
record runscorer will not be in inter¬ 
national opposition. 

He said: “I’m disappointed by the 
manner he (had to) bow out of inter¬ 
national cricket. It’s disrespectful. 

“I don’t know what happened 
behind closed doors...but for such a 
big player to actually go out like that, 
who has made such a big impact 
around the world, it’s really sad. 

“It’s disrespectful, the way he had 
to go.” 

Pietersen must come to terms with 
a life in the international wilderness, 
albeit with riches and profile still avail¬ 
able to him as a Twenty20 star at the 
Indian Premier League and elsewhere. 

He spent much of Thursday 
evening, for example, sending wistful 
tweets about the possibility of phone 
calls coming his way - without speci¬ 
fying selectors who are no longer 
able to pick 
him - after 
Joe Root 
had to leave 
England’s 
Windies tour 
with a bro¬ 
ken thumb. 

Gayle 

picked up a 
similar 
theme, when 
he said with 
a smile: “I’m 
sure 

Pietersen is 
playing on 
Sunday. 

“He’s 
going to 
replace Joe Root. 

“He’s just waiting on a phone call. I 
hope the ECB will pick up the phone 
and give KP a call... and he’ll be here 
on Sunday playing in this game. 

“If not, he’ll definitely be missed. I’ll 
be missing him personally, because 
he’s an easy wicket for me!” 

Still attempting the lighter touch, he 
added: “If I bowl to KP, I get him out 
easily, so I’m definitely going to miss 
him. 

“I’m sure the fans are going to miss 
him as well, so I’ll try to put on a dis¬ 
play to entertain them.” 

Pietersen’s fractured relationship 
with his employers had been in jeop¬ 
ardy more than once before, especial¬ 
ly in his summer of discontent in 
2012 . 

Gayle himself has had his own con¬ 
tract wrangles at times with the West 
Indies Cricket Board. 

“It has been difficult for KP,” he 
said. 

“From my point of view, I sat out for 
a year - and then things worked out 
and we’re all getting along well. 

“He’s been so good in international 
cricket I’m sure he wants to represent 
his country. 

“He has said he wants more than 
10,000 Test runs, and to cut it like 
this is sad for him. 

“(I’ve just sent him) a few text mes¬ 
sages to say it is sad to see him go 
out in this way.” 
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Osborne taught swimming and life¬ 
saving from the early 1960s to the late 
1990s. 

With Brading Haven Yacht Club, he 
raced dinghies, taught sailing to 
young members and has held every 
position on the committee over a 50 
year period. 

He was an early member of Isle of 
Wight Marlins Swim Club in the 1990s 
and treasurer and chairman for 10 
years, and organiser of the annual 
Sandown-Shanklin sea swim. 

Brian Donegan (Gymnastics, 
Basingstoke) 

Brian has completed 31 years of 
almost continuous volunteering in a 
variety of roles at Basingstoke 
Gymnastics Club. 

He became involved, as a parent, in 
1982. 

At this time there were only 70 
members who trained three times a 
week in the cricket gallery of 
Basingstoke Sports Centre. 

To start with, Brian was responsible 
for the arduous task of laying out and 
erecting all the equipment before each 
session and then dismantling it and 
putting it away again afterwards. 

Within a year he was the club chair¬ 
man, later helping to find a new train¬ 
ing base at Beechdown Squash and 
Badminton Club. 

He also spent many hours raising 
the funds required to build a store¬ 
room to house the equipment adjacent 
to the hall and for the purchase of 
more and better equipment. 

As a result of this move, the club was 
able to increase training hours and 
grow its membership to 250. 

Dennis Blazye (Badminton, 
East Hampshire) 

Dennis has been involved with bad¬ 
minton as a player, a coach and an 
administrator for over 60 years -10 of 
them in Australia, where he reached 
State level. 

As an administrator he has organ¬ 
ised local coaches, setting up and run¬ 
ning coach education programmes 
and seminars. 

He led Hampshire Badminton’s part 
in liaising with the English Sports 
Council (now Sport England), 
Hampshire County Council, archi¬ 
tects and Westgate School authorities 
over the six and a half years it took to 
get the Westgate Badminton 
Performance and Development Centre 
an international standard 5-court hall. 

Junior Disability 
Sportsperson 

Katy Kemish (Boccia, New 
Forest) 

She won the U19 Visually Impaired 
Boccia National Championships aged 
just 15. 

In the last two years, the 16-year-old 
has helped deliver Boccia to a variety 
of pupils aged between five and 16 
with differing needs at the annual 
Paralympic Day at Toynbee. 

This event caters for 150 pupils with 
physical and sensory impairments 
and those with severe learning dis¬ 
abilities. 

She also helps lead the Boccia club at 
Toynbee School, is heavily involved in 
the School Council, has achieved her 
senior green belt in Judo, and has 
helped create a DVD for the Youth 
Sports Trust. 

She is a volunteer for a Youth and 
Families Matter Charity and has com¬ 
pleted her young leader’s foundation 
award for the Girls Brigade. 


Gregg Baxter (Wheelchair 
Football, East Hampshire) 

SENIOR DISABILITY 
SPORTSPERSON 

Patrick Wilson (Boccia, 

East Hampshire) 

The 18-year-old Treloar Boccia squad 
member was selected for the fast track 
GB talent squad. 

Won a silver medal at an international 
School Games event in Brazil. 

Melanie Jewett (running, 
Eastleigh) 

The Eastleigh Running Club member, 
42, represented Great Britain for the 
first time at the Deaflympics in Sofia. 

She competed in both the marathon, 
where she won bronze, and the 10,000m. 

She ran a personal best time of 3:23:54 
in the marathon, breaking the GB 
games record by an incredible 10 min- 




Alice 
Tai (swim¬ 
ming, 

New Forest) 
The 14-year-old 
set a new British 
record for 100m 
backstroke in 
March last year 
(short course). 
She went on to 
smash this rec¬ 
ord last Novem- 
I ber and set a 
new European 
record for this 
event. Since Nov¬ 
ember, Tai has set new British and 
European records in th following long 
course events - 50m back, 100m back 
and 200m back. 

The last event was a record set and 
held by Sarah Storey since 1990. 


Tai won 
Bronze at the 
British 
International 
Disability 
Champion- 
■ ships (50 Free) 
in April 2013, 
the youngest 
member of GB 
f to make the 
podium. She was 
later selected to 
compete at the 
Brazil School 
games in Sau 
/*T ' Paulo in Decem- 

ber, and will 
compete in 
the 
European 
Cham- 
pionships 
this August. 
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utes. As part of her training, she com¬ 
peted in her 11th consecutive London 
Marathon. 

She improved her marathon best time 
in the Bournemouth Marathon, clock¬ 
ing 3:22:28. 

Tyler Christopher (Sledge Hockey, 
Test Valley) 

A member of the Sledge Hockey GB 
side, Tyler suffered devastating injuries, 
including the loss of his legs, in 
Afghanistan in 2009 while serving with 4 
Rifles in Helmand Province. 

Through the Help for Heroes pro¬ 
gramme, Battle Back, a sport and 
adventure training scheme, Tyler is 
well on his way to his Paralympic 
dream. 

MASTERS SPORTSMAN 

Gordon Mitchell (Kick Boxing, 
Test Valley) 


The Andover man is the head coach at 
Fighting Falcons Kickboxing and in 
2013 won a gold medal at the WPKA 
World Championships. 

He was also US Open Champion, 
WAKO British Champion and ISKA 
British Champion. 

Lindsey Andrews (Karate, 
Basingstoke) 

The 39-year-old, a member of the Shin 
Gi Tai Martial Arts Academy, won a 
host of events in Karate in 2013. 

She is currently ranked No 1 in the 
UK for Ladies Veterans Kata, No 1 for 
Ladies Senior Shotokan Kata, and No 1 
for Ladies Veterans Kata (teams of 3). 

Mark Nevola (Karate, 
Basingstoke) 

The 50-year-old, another member of 
the Shin Gi Tai Martial Arts Academy 
in Essex, also won a host of national 
and international awards. 


OUTSTANDING PERSONAL 
ACHIEVEMENT 

Natasha Lambert (sailing, IoW) 

The 16-year-old has athetoid cerebral 
palsy but still sailed her boat, Miss Isle, 
the 28 miles from Boulogne to Dover 
last November. She was duly named the 
Yachting Journalist Association’s 
Young Sailor of the Year for 2013. 

Her adventures have raised tens of 
thousands of pounds for other charities 
including the RNLI, Ellen MacArthur 
Cancer Trust and Wetwheels. 

Rachel Hessom (triathlon, 
Basingstoke) 

The 29-year-old competes for Overton 
Harriers running club and Basingstoke 
Bluefins swimming club, and in 
triathlons. 

Last year she became the 12th person 
to complete the Arch to Arc Challenge, 
a triathlon from Marble Arch in 


London to the Arc de Triomphe in 
Paris. 

Only two people have completed the 
swim without a wetsuit, and Rachel was 
the first female to do so. 

Her overall time was 167h7m for the 
challenge, of which four days was due 
to a weather delay in Dover. 

Rachel completed this challenge with 
the aim of raising money for the new 
£18milhon cancer centre planned for 
the Basingstoke area after her mother, 
Julie, was diagnosed with breast can¬ 
cer. 

Ella Richardson (swimming, New 
Forest) 

The 10-year-old, who is blind and 
autistic, has been having swimming 
lessons at Applemore for two years. 

During these two years she has gone 
from a complete non-swimmer to being 
able to swim 25m on her front and back. 

Her goal was to swim in deep water 
and be safe, which she has achieved. 

JUNIOR TEAM 

Sholing Ull (football, Southampton) 

Sholing under-lls won seven different 
tournaments in 2013m and also won an 
Arsenal International Soccer 
Tournament 

The team have been together since 
they were eight. 

Elliott Wells & Jake Todd (sailing, 
Havant) 

The Hayling Island Sailing Club pair 
won a gold medal in the RS Feva 
Euromed Championships in Malta, 
before taking silver in the World 
Championships. 

Due to their success in winning the 
National Championships, the boys 
were invited to compete in the presti¬ 
gious Endeavour Trophy the Champion 
of Champions regatta, mainly against 
adults. 

Elliott and Jake, the youngest pairing 
in the event, finished 11th against 26 
other pairings, the highlight of their 
year. 

Bentley Girls Cricket (Cricket, 
East Hampshire) 

SENIOR TEAM OF THE YEAR 

Portsmouth School of 

Gymnastics’ Senior Women (gym¬ 
nastics, Portsmouth) 

They retained their British 
Championship title with a convincing 
win in the finals held in Bracknell. 

They took gold in the first two legs of 
the 2013 International Cup competition, 
en route to overall victory in an event 
dominated by Scandinavian teams 
since the first European competition in 
1996. 

Alton Social Bowls Club Ladies 
Pairs (bowls, East Hampshire) 

Rosemary Corney and Brenda 
Plumpton are recognised throughout 
Hampshire as bowlers of a very high 
standard. 

Each of them, independently, is a club 
and North Hampshire champion as 
well as previous Hampshire county 
champions in 2-wood singles, 4-wood 
singles, triples and pairs disciplines. 

In 2013 Brenda was a member of a 
bowls triple from Alton Social that won 
the County Championship and repre¬ 
sented Hampshire at the National 
Finals at Leamington Spa, where they 
reached the quarter-finals. 

Rosemary became the Hampshire 2- 
Wood singles champion in 2013 and also 
represented Hampshire at the National 
Finals, where she reached the second 
round. 

Continued on page 40 
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QUOTES 

of the week 

“I am baffled by it. I saw no 
logic to it at all. I don’t 
think they’re saying we’ve 
tampered with the ball. I 
think they’re just saying it’s 
unnatural wear. I made my 
feelings pretty clear out 
there, as politely as I possi¬ 
bly could - without risking 
too heavy a fine” - England 
ODI captain Stuart Broad 
was confused by the 
umpires’ decision for a 
mid-innings ball change in 
the third ODI against the 
West Indies. 


“This was the last squad 
before the manager names 
his 23 and I thought it was 
a good step towards our 
next get-together. There 
were 29 of us here and we 
all wanted to show every¬ 
one what we have got. We 
all wanted to show what we 
can do and I am sure the 
manager will have a bit of 
thinking to do now. He has 
some tough decisions to 
make” - Wayne Rooney 
believes England manager 
Roy Hodgson will find it 
much harder to select a 23- 
man World Cup squad fol¬ 
lowing their 1-0 friendly 
victory over Denmark. 

“I thought I was going to be 
called up to the under-21s 
but to get a senior call is 
unbelievable. 

It’s a 
day. I’m 
only 18. 
cannot 
believe 
I am real 

iy 

It’s a 
sive c 
dence 

boost” - Saints 
left-back Luke Shaw was 
thrilled to receive his first 
call-up to the England 
squad ahead of the 1-0 
friendly win over Denmark. 

“The one thing that con¬ 
cerns me is if he were to 
come on a part-time role, 
it’s a bit like asking for a 
pint of beer and someone 
giving you a can of shandy: 
it ain’t quite going to be full 
power. But whatever hap¬ 
pens, getting Shaun 
involved would be a great 
acquisition” - Phil Vickery 
believes Wales defence 
coach Shaun Edwards is 
the right man to whip 
Gloucester’s ailing defence 
into line next season. 

“I have been banned four 
times and I put things into 
a box and put them away. 
You should see my storage 
unit, it’s massive. You just 
get on with things. What 
else are you supposed to 
do?” - England hooker 
Dylan Hartley revealed the 
mindset that has enabled 
him to overcome the latest 
in a succession of discipli¬ 
nary setbacks. 
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QUOTES 

of the week 


“I wear sunglasses because 
of the glare of the spotlights. 
I wear gloves because it is 
very cold in the UK. 

Frankly, sometimes I think 
they are nuts making all 
these comments. 

The British press is unfair... 
maybe because we didn’t tell 
our side of the story that 
well. When the time is right, I 
will tell my story. Sometimes 
the British press is maybe a 
little bit racist” - Cardiff 
owner Vincent Tan defends 
his ‘Bond villain’ image while 
going on the attack in the 
defence of his record. 



“He didn’t do very well at 
Watford, but somehow our 
CEO and our chairman hired 
him and replaced Dave 
Jones. Dave Jones actually 
did much better. 
So I think 
Malky got 
lucky when 
he came to 
Cardiff. I 
invested a 
lot of money 
and then we 
went up. Do 
you think that 
Malky would 


VINCENT TAN: 

‘Bond villain’ 
image. 


have got us 
promoted 
without my 
investment?” 
- Tan again, this time taking 
aim at former manager Malky 
Mackay. 


“They’ll pay money for that. 
They will both be fined. It’s a 
disease. It’s one we’re almost 
rid of but if people do it, 
they’ve got to be reminded 
it’s not right” - Crystal Palace 
boss Tony Pulis following the 
1-1 draw at Swansea, stating 
he would fine both Marouane 
Chamakh and Jerome 
Thomas for diving. 

“So far as the basis for our 
finding on charge 2 is con¬ 
cerned, we did not find that 
Nicolas Anelka is an anti- 
Semite or that he intended to 
express or promote anti- 
Semitism by his use of the 
quenelle” - an FA commission 
statement outlines its rea¬ 
sons for hitting Nicolas 
Anelka with a five-match ban 
and £80,000 fine over the 
quenelle gesture, while clear¬ 
ing the Frenchman of anti- 
Semitism. 


“This has been the most diffi¬ 
cult decision I have ever had 
to make in my life. It’s a deci¬ 
sion that I have been consid¬ 
ering since my ankle surgery 
in April last year. I have a 
young family to consider, and 
I felt that retiring at 
Newlands would be the best 
way to end it because I have 
called this place home since I 
was 18 years old” - Former 
South Africa Test captain 
Graeme Smith on announcing 
his retirement from interna¬ 
tional cricket. 
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CAPTION: Winchester Goalball Club is the brainchild of Paralympian and GB star Adam Knott. 


from page 39 

Aldershot, Famham & District 

Ladies Middle Distance squad 

They retained their Southern Cross 
Country championships title before win¬ 
ning the team award at the National 
event the following month. 

The AFD under-20 team won the 
national title for the sixth year running. 

AFD’s first team won the National 6 
stage road relays for the fourth consecu¬ 
tive time, with their second team - an 
unprecedented achievement. 

At the national road relay champi¬ 
onships, the AFD quartet retained their 
4 stage road relay title for the seventh 
consecutive year with the B team 4th 
and C team 7th. 

The National cross country relay title 
was one which had always eluded AFD 
Senior Ladies, but they won that last 
November, with their B team second. 

AFD Ladies ended 2013 having won 
every English national road and cross 
country relay title as well as the nation¬ 
al cross country team award - an 
achievement never before completed. 

PARTICIPATION COACH 

Andrea Merritt (Swimming, 
Basingstoke) 

The 46-year-old, who coaches 
Basingstoke Bluefins and Dove House 
School, takes five sessions per week, 
plus Sunday sessions. 

Emma West (Gymnastics, 
Southampton) 

The 31-year-old is a Level 3 Gymnastics 
coach at the Treasure club. 

She is the lead coach for both pre¬ 
school and adult programmes. 

Barry Alldrick (Swimming, New 
Forest) 

The 34-year-old has been Seagulls 
Swimming Club coach for the past nine 
years. 

Over the past two years he has com¬ 
pleted his teacher training with 
Greenwich University/Brockenhurst 
College satellite programme, so now 
holds a Level 5 Professional Certificate 
of Education. 

Barry also runs the Aqua swim school, 
teaching swimming to babies and young 
children, and also runs district school 
galas. 

PERFORMANCE COACH 

Bryan Andrews (Martial Arts, 
Basingstoke) 

The 46-year-old coaches Karate, Judo, 
Rung Fu, Ju Jitsu, MMA and Tai Chi at 
the Shin Gi Tai Martial Arts Academy. 

His competition squad won 247 medals 
at national or international events in 
2013, compared to 74 in 2012. 

In 2013 he helped coach 23 National 
champions in either Karate or Rung Fu. 

Julian Such (Gymnastics, 
Portsmouth) 

The 64-year-old has been coaching 
gymnastics with Portsmouth School of 
Gymnastics for over 30 years. 

During his time coaching team gym, 
Julian has coached teams to 20 British 
titles and 4 International titles. 

Last year Julian won the International 
Performance Coach award, the first and 
only coach with this title in the UK. 

Anne Bidmead (Gymnastics, 
Basingstoke) 

The 61-year-old Basingstoke Gym¬ 
nastics Club coach has 33 years of coach¬ 
ing experience. 

She has gained qualifications in six 
gymnastic disciplines, which is almost 
unheard of in the world of gymnastics - 
most coaches only hold qualifications in 


two or three disciplines. 

This makes Anne one of the most qual¬ 
ified coaches in the country. 

CLUB OF THE YEAR 

Basingstoke Gymnastics Club 

Poseidon Boxing Juniors 

A brand new club, Poseidon BC opened 


at the Ageas Bowl in March 2013 and 
now boasts over 350 members - approxi¬ 
mately half of whom are junior partici¬ 
pants. Poseidon welcome referrals from 
the local constabulary, social and youth 
workers. 

OFFICIAL OF THE YEAR 
Pete Bennett (Netball, Eastleigh) 


Organises the umpiring commitments 
for Eastleigh’s Swan Centre netball club 
as well as training the club umpires. He 
also undertakes a similar task for the 
local league and for Hampshire Junior 
League. 

Peter Darts (Athletics, Havant) 

Peter qualified as an Athletics Field 
Judge in 1999. 


EMAIL US AT: ecAospoi4@daifjrecho.co.ufc 
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FORWARD DEFENSIVE: Poseidon Boxing Club has opened at the Ageas Bowl. 


the Eastleigh Games 2012 Legacy 
Group. 

Their enthusiasm and efficiency has 
been significant in organising and deliv¬ 
ering the Eastleigh Community Games 
2013 event. 

Solent Sharks Wheelchair 
Rugby Club 

In 2011, as part of the New Forest Local 
Hero scheme, the NF District Council 
was promoting Olympic/Paralympic 
athletes such as Aaron Phipps and look¬ 
ing to inspire people to get involved in 
sports. 

A gap was identified as there were no 
clubs south of London for people to play 
in. As part of the Sportivate scheme, ses¬ 
sions were set up at Totton Leisure 
Centre and ran for 10 weeks. 

These sessions were also supported by 
Sport Hampshire officials and GB play¬ 
ers Ross Morrison and Aaron Phipps. 

Winchester Goalball Club 

As a local Paralympian and GB star of 
the goalball Paralympics team, Adam 
Knott decided to bring his sport to 
Winchester. 

He created Winchester Goalball Club 
after developing numerous partner¬ 
ships with local organisations such as 
Peter Symonds College, the local Rotary 
Club and Winchester City Council. 

JUNIOR VOLUNTEER 

Alice Weaving (Football, 
Basingstoke) 

Currently a student at Queen Mary’s 
College where she acts as vice-chair of 
the QMC Student Management Team. 
Specifically oversees the development 
of football at the college. 

Ffion Eade (Netball, Eastleigh) 

The 16-year-old has transformed net- 
ball provision in Toynbee School and 
feeder school Fryem Junior. 

Fryem had never previously entered 
the School Games Netball, but last year 
they entered three teams and Eade 
coached them all. 

Wallis Canning (athletics, 
IOW) 

Every Monday club night, Wallis 
helps run sessions for other athletes 
before her own training. She is also a 
core member of the volunteer team that 
runs the Parkrun event on the Isle of 
Wight on Saturday mornings. 

SENIOR VOLUNTEER 

Lynn Brastock (Running, 
Basingstoke) 

The 52-year-old was a helper at the 
inaugural Basingstoke Parkrun 
event, which attracted just 37 run¬ 
ners. Five years on, she is now the 
Basingstoke Parkrun Event Director. 

Koo Janzen (Hockey, IOW) 

Koo took on the role of chairman of 
the Hampshire Hockey Association 
Schools and Youth in 2009 and last 
year accepted the added role of run¬ 
ning the Single System Working 
Group. Last year he organised the 
Hampshire Junior Academy Centre 
activity for girls and boys, ul3 to ul7 
age groups. 


In 2007 he was appointed to the 
National Field Judges list, thereby cov¬ 
ering national and international meet¬ 
ings. 

Darts, 57, was selected to officiate at 
the London 2012 Olympics and 
Paralympics and in addition was also a 
field judge at the 2013 Anniversary 
Games. 


Dillon Hoddle (Hockey, Havant) 

The 16-year-old Havant Hockey Club 
member was selected to umpire at an 
HIPAC (High Performance Assessment 
Centre) event. 

He was then picked to umpire at 
England Hockey Board Junior Regional 
Performance Centre. 

He also umpired Junior Havant 
Hockey Club teams in various county 


and national competition games. 

LONDON 2012 LEGACY 
AWARD 

Eastleigh Games 2012 Legacy 
Group 

Games makers from Eastleigh and 
surrounding areas within Hampshire 
independently came together to form 


David Old (Football, Test Valley) 

The 74-year-old is now in his 60th year 
of helping out Braishfield FC. 

He maintains and cleans the club 
pavilion, prepares the changing rooms 
and prepares refreshments for players 
and spectators on match days. 

In 2013, he also single-handedly kept 
the pitch clear of fallen debris from the 
trees lining the ground. 


MORE NON-LEAGUE NEWS ONLINE: daifyecho.co.ob 


QUOTES 

of the week 

“Puyol has been for several 
years the best defender in 
the world. He will be remem¬ 
ber as one of the best in his¬ 
tory and for me will be 
remembered as the most 
important defender in Barca's 
history” - Former Barcelona 
defender Abelardo on hearing 
the news Carles Puyol will 
leave the club at the end of 
the season. 

“The opening race comes at 
least two months too early 
for us. We do not know in 
what time frame it will be 
possible to catch up, or if it 
is possible at all. 

We are struggling with turbo 
lag. You step on the gas, but 
the power does not arrive. It 
comes all of a sudden, the 
wheels spin, the car slides 
and you lose speed” - Red 
Bull advisor Helmut Marko 
offers a far from encouraging 
prognosis for reigning four¬ 
time Formula One champion 
Sebastian Vettel and his 
team. 



“It was difficult for me under 
Jose at Chelsea because 
there was a moment when he 
said I deserved to play on 
merit. He said if I played well 
in the next game I 
would play the 
week after. 

I got man of 
the match 
so he 
couldn’t 
drop me. 

Then in the 
next game 
he said the 
same thing 
and I got 
man of the 
match again. 

Then we had Dropped by Jose 
another Mourinho at 

game and Chelsea, 

after that 
Barcelona. 


GLEN 

JOHNSON: 


He didn't play me in that 
game and from that moment I 
just lost it and thought, ‘Well, 
how am I meant to respect 
you now? It’s just finished’” - 
Glen Johnson says he lost 
faith in former manager Jose 
Mourinho after being dropped 
ahead of a big Champions 
League game against 
Barcelona. 


“I have had eight wonderful 
years here. My time at this 
great club will always rank as 
the best years of my career. 
The only club I ever wanted 
to play for here (in England) 
is Manchester United. I never 
could have imagined winning 
15 trophies and I will certain¬ 
ly never forget that fantastic 
night in Moscow (where 
United won the Champions 
League, beating Chelsea on 
penalties), memories that will 
live with me and the fans for¬ 
ever” - Manchester United 
defender Nemanja Vidic after 
announcing he will join Inter 
Milan in the summer. 
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Saints march 
into the final 


Portsmouth FC Ladies U16 1 
Saints U16 4 

SAINTS were determined not to struggle in 
this local derby Hampshire Cup semi-final. 

Portsmouth FC Ladies Under-16s have 
the full financial backing and support from 
Portsmouth FC whereas Saints have to 
raise their own funds and struggle finan¬ 
cially. 

But they pressed from the start and Elle 
Pearce chipped the ’keeper from 25 yards. 

Then Belinda Villa shot narrowly wide. 

In an excellent game, with both sides 
passing accurately, Portsmouth equalised 
after a flowing move and a shot which 
gave ’keeper Ella Hunkin no chance. 

Saints began the second half in deter¬ 
mined mood and were 2-1 up in a minute, 
Tiff Eley crossing and Pearce heading in. 

Paris Payne twice went close with head¬ 
ers but was not to be denied an she con¬ 
verted another Eley cross to make it 3-1. 

Portsmouth never gave up but were con¬ 
stantly denied by the centre back partner¬ 
ship of Charlie Hall and Kayleigh Tonks - 
and Hunkin’s handling and positioning. 

An excellent free kick routine led to Eilidh 
Currie’s shot being brilliantly saved but 
Saints did get a fourth goal their play 
deserved when Jordan Bradshaw scored. 

Saints will play Winchester City Flyers in 
the final. 

Alresford UlOs 0 Saints UlOs 7 

SAINTS U10 girls took time to get used to 
a new 2-2-1-1 formation and Alresford had 
goalscoring chances. 

But just before half-time a quick counter 
attack saw Katie (striker) make it 1 -0. 

Saints pressed the ball high up the pitch 
after the break. 

Substitutes Leah and Ciara both picked 
up a goal each. Midfielder Megan also 
scored. 

Defenders Libby (C) and Kaylee read the 
game very well and keeper Nicole’s distrib¬ 
ution was fantastic. 

Leah B, defensive midfielder Tilly and 
Katie all scored to complete the 7-0 win. 



Sparsholt chase 

a big cm double 


Saints U11 ‘Devils’ 1 Romsey U12s 0 

WITH constant breaks and counter attacks 
from both sides the match could have 
gone either way. 

Devils’ goal came in the 28th minute 
when Charlotte Webb struck the ball from 
a mid left position in off the post. 

Emily Gardner made some great one 
handed saves in the second half. 

In mid field Grace Griffiths stood out for 
her speed, tenacitiy and ball control. 

But Emily Gardner (pictured) was the 
hero with lightning fast reactions to save a 
penalty and earn the manger’s player of 
the match award. 


SPARSHOLT have their eyes set 
on two big cup final dates in 
five days this month. 

They play in the English Schools 
FA Under-18 Colleges Trophy final 
against St John Rigby, from Wigan, 
at Coventry City’s former Ricoh 
Arena next Friday, 1.45pm, 
WRITES MIKE VIMPANY. 

Five days later - on Wednesday 
March 19 - they take on 

Brockenhurst in the Hampshire 
Sixth Form Colleges Peter Munro 
Cup final at Southampton Solent 
University’s Test Park stadium. 

They beat cup holders Stanmore 4- 
1 to clinch their place in the national 
colleges final. 

It’s been goals all the way to the 
final for Sparsholt, who have blazed 
29 in the six round, ironically their 
closest ties came against Farn- 
borough (1-0) and local rivals Peter 
Symonds, whom they beat 7-4. 

In the other rounds, Sparsholt have 
thumped Uxbridge 5-0, Sussex 
Downs 5-1 and Yeovil 7-0. 

They had to beat the elements and 
Stanmore to clinch their place in the 
final - wet and windy conditions 
were simply appalling on the day of 
the semi-final tie. 

Nonetheless, Sparsholt brushed 
everything aside and were in dream¬ 
land - and on their way to Coventry 


- when teenager Hursley Park crick¬ 
eter Oh Bailey scored twice in three 
minutes around the mid-point of the 
first half to give the Winchester team 
a 2-0 cushion. 

Sparsholt were twice denied by 
Stanmore keeper Dan McNicholas 
before Bailey headed in a David 
Jerrard pass and, three minutes 
later, latched on to a crossfield pass 
from Charlie Gunson to double the 
lead. 

Stanmore twice tested Sparsholt 
goalkeeper Josh Helm, but almost 
scored a third time when Bailey got 
to the by-line and crossed for Callum 
Cuniffe-Pilley who, in turn, was 
denied. 

With the artificial 3G surface bat¬ 
tered by a hailstorm, Stanmore raised 
their game and trimmed Sparsholt’s 
lead through Koran Goldson. 

Sparsholt came back with Gunson 
driving just over from 30 yards, but 
the visitors were looking stronger - 
until the Hampshire side scored a 
third. An angled 25-yard free-kick 
was always in Ed Chappe’s territory 
and he curled his shot past 
McNicholas to break the will of the 
holders. 

Substitute Hillary Ndagurwa made 
a welcome return after his broken 
shoulder and, within minutes, 
Chappe found him with a deft pass to 
give Sparsholt a 4-1 victory. 


Itchen so close 


ITCHEN are closing in on their 
sixth successive Hampshire Sixth 
Form Colleges’ 1st XI League cham¬ 
pionship after thrashing St Vincent 
11 - 0 . 

With just two end-of-term home 
games to go - against Poole 
Grammar School and South Downs, 
the Bitterne based 
college effectively 
need just three 
points to seal the 
title. 

Only cup finalists 
Brockenhurst and 
Portsmouth, cur¬ 
rently lying in sec¬ 
ond and third posi¬ 
tions respectively, 
can now deny Itchen 
the title, which has 
been a fixture in their trophy cabi¬ 
net since 2009. 

Three games behind, 
Brockenhurst and Portsmouth are 
both playing catch-up in the league, 
with Brockenhurst now 12 points 
adrift of Itchen and Portsmouth 15 
points behind. 

Itchen also have a massive advan¬ 
tage in terms of goal difference, 


GOSPORT & Fareham were 
replaying their long delayed 
English Schools FA Under- 
15 PlayStation Trophy 
quarter-final tie this after¬ 
noon SAT after last week’s 
original tie with South 
London had to be aban¬ 
doned after half-an-hour. 


which was boosted still further 
with Wednesday’s 11-0 victory, 
which four-goal Kurtis Garraway 
led. 

Brad Doyle (2), Matt Hubbard (2), 
Dylan Owen, Coby Wilson and 
Luke Davies completed the rout for 
the five-times champions. 

Portsmouth 
remained in the 
mathematical frame 
with a 6-3 win over 
Alton - Aiden 
Hutchings marking 
his return from 
injury in style with 
a four-goal burst. 

Top scorer Charlie 
Taylor and Grant 
Radmore completed 
the six-hit. 

In the Second XI league, however, 
Itchen look set to have to settle for 
second place behind Peter 
Symonds, who lead them by five 
points doing into the home straight. 

It’s a close run affair at 3rd XI 
level, with Southampton City chas¬ 
ing Itchen down to the wire. 

City trail Itchen by two points - 
and have a game in hand! 



SEE MONDAY’S DAILY ECHO FOR THE LOCAL FOOTBALL RESULTS 
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LOOK, WE’RE ON 
THE BIG SCREEN! 

They may have been 
supporting England, 
but Charlie and 
Stuart Simmonds 
made their Saints 
allegiance pretty 
clear at the match 
against Denmark at 
Wembley - and 
i were rewarded 
I when one of their 

1 heroes - Adam 

1 Lallana - set up 

1 the goal for 

England’s 1-0 
win. 


Bridge win is 
quite a shock 

BRIDGE AFC produced a shock in the 
Premier Division of the City of 
Southampton Sunday League. 

They grabbed their first win of the league 
season with a 4-2 home success over sec¬ 
ond placed Linden Tree. 

Lee Osborne (2), Mitch Drouet and 
Shaun Casey netted for the winners, with 
Alex Sheath twice replying. 

Sherfield English won 3-1 at Bush Hill & 
Newton Heath 1977 in the only Senior 
Division game played. 

Luke Shergold, Ryan Smith and Paul 
Williams were on target, with Wade Wilson 
having sent Bush in level at half-time. 

Glen extended their lead at the top of 
Junior Division 1 to four points with a 2-1 
win at AFC Riverside. 

First half goals from Lee Shepherd and 
Dan Sultana put them in control, with 
Andrew Dance netting a second period 
consolation. 

Craig King (2) and Brad Copperthwaite 
scored as Chartwell Green defeated visit¬ 
ing FC Railway 2-1. 

Landguard Rovers stretched their lead at 
the top of Junior Division 3 to 10 points 
with a 3-1 home win over second placed 
Bridge Reserves. 

Nick Skolsky, James King and Charlie 
Neocleous scored in the first half, with 
Jordan Sherlock bagging a second half 
reply. 

Itchen Saints moved into a three point 
lead at the top of Junior Division 4 with an 
8-0 romp at Carnival UK. 

Coby Wilson struck a hat-trick for Itchen, 
who netted four times in each half. 

Further goals came from Jamie Morton 
(2), Danny Phillips, Jamie Wilson and Thom 
King. 

Test Valley Spartans jumped into second 
spot in Junior Division 5 after a 4-0 romp at 
Itchen Albion. 

Tom Reed and Craig Renwick both 
scored twice. 

Riverside Park Rangers closed the gap 
on leaders Bitterne Ducks to a point with a 
10-0 thrashing of New Bridge. 

John Callaway led the rout with a stun¬ 
ning seven-goal blitz, with Jack Mattison 
(2) and Ryan Brooks also scoring. 

Ducks, who have played a game more 
than Rangers, were held 1 -1 at home by 
Netley RBL. 

Michael Thomas scored for the leaders, 
with Dan Dixon replying. 

RICHARD Luffman scored twice as AFC 
Allbrook stormed through to the final of the 
Southampton FA Junior A Sunday Cup. 

Clive Radford and Dave Reading also 
scored in a 4-1 success at Riverside 
Athletic, Barry Rice replying. 

Hedge End Rangers are through to the 
final of the Charlie Godden Trophy follow¬ 
ing a 4-1 success at Fawley RBL. 

Jack Perry (2), Matthew Hawkes and 
Matt Hayes all scored in the second period 
after Philip Bryan had put Fawley ahead. 

Durley won their Charlie Godden quarter 
final 3-1 after extra time at home to 
Sherfield English Reserves. 

Tom Whittaker put Sherfield ahead 
before George Slimm forced the extra half 
hour. 

Slimm went onto complete his hat-trick. 

There was only one game played in the 
Southampton & District Sunday League. 

That was in Division 2 and saw Trants FC 
win 2-1 at AFC Anchor. 


STORY TO TELL? CALL SPORTS EDITOR SIMON CARTER ON 02380 424515 
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0 families fostering 


Could you foster? 


At Families Fostering, we're looking for foster carers who can give 
a child a childhood. Many children and young people who come 
into foster care have never experienced some of the things we 
associate with childhood, like going to the seaside or flying a kite. 
So if you can create some great, lasting memories, we would like 
to hear from you. 

Becoming a foster carer 
Families Fostering offers 

• A rewarding vocation 

• A generous weekly allowance 

• First class training and 
development opportunities 

• 24 hour support & back up 

• Excellent social networks 

• Lots of fun! 

Come and meet some of our foster carers and staff for an informal 
chat at the Hilton Hotel, Southampton, where you can find out 
more about becoming a foster carer with Families Fostering. 



Hilton Hotel, Bracken Place, Chilworth, Southampton, SOI 6 3NG 

Wednesday 1 2 th March 201 4, 1 0am - 1 pm 


0800 019 7087 


www.familiesfostering.com 



Flight inclusive 
luxury breaks 


Visit the enchanting island of Guernsey and stay at the 
Fermain Valley Hotel. 

Book a three night break including return flights from Southampton and receive a 
complimentary dinner on one night from only £234* per person. 

For the best value, flight inclusive Guernsey breaks, 

contact our reservations on ^ m ' 


0800 316 0314 or email 
reservations@vistahotels.co.uk 

www.fermainvalley.com 

*Rate quoted based on two people sharing a Silver room Nov - March 2014 and includes return flights from Southampton. 3,5 & 7 night breaks< 
available from the following airports: Southampton, Manchester and London Gatwick. 


HOTEL GUERNSEY 

★ ★ ★ ★ 


From only £234 



BIG FIRM ADVICE 

FOR SMALL FIRM FEES 


Kingsmill Accounting 


Chartered Accountants and 
Business Advisors 


• Evening and weekend appointments • 
• Accounts and all business advice • 

• Business Start-up specialists • 

• FREE quarterly meetings • 

Managing Director Craig S K Plumpton BSc FCA 


25 Barnes Wallis Road, Segensworth, 
Fareham, P015 5TT 

Call us today: 

07859 925308 



www.kingsmillaccounting.co.uk 



Join us every day for: decopatch, jewellery designs, ceramic, 
glass & silk painting or bring own projects & join a club! 



Term time pre-school session from 1 years running 
every morning & after school classes from 5+ 
Booking recommended! 
Plus oodles of lovely craft supplies! 
Visit our website for further details. 

Activities for the whole family! 

Fair Oak: 023 8051 7054 


-fiellaCrafts, benacrafts 

.co.uk 


Romsey: 07854 002287 
Open 7 days 


COACH HOLIDAYS- 
LOCAL DEPARTURES 


THIS WEEKS FEATURE TOUR 

06 Jun: Italian Riviera all inclusive 10 day . £819 

04 Apr: Thriplow Daffodil Weekend 3 day.£169 

07 Apr: The Isle of Wight 5 day...™,**...£339 

11,18& 25 Apr: Dutch Bulbs & Amsterdam 4 day From.£309 

12 Apr: Killarney & The Ring of Kerry 7 day.....£569 

14 Apr: Liverpool & Manchester Ship Canal 5 day.£425 

14 Apr: Torquay Rail & Sail 5 day.£259 

14 Apr: Jersey 5 day. £319 

14 Apr: Cambridge & Ely 4 day.£289 

14 Apr: North Devon (Ilfracombe ) 5 day.. £259 

18 Apr: Easter in Buckinghamshire 4 day.£219 

18 Apr: Easter in North Devon ( Bideford) 4 day.£199 

18 Apr: Bournemouth & The Ken Dodd Show 4 day.£199 

19 Apr: Bank Holiday Mystery Tour 3 day.. £159 

21 Apr: Italy - Lake Maggoire 8 day......£699 

21 Apr: Bulbfields, Ghent & Ostend 5 day.£299 

22 Apr: 1950s Kent inc. "Call the Midwife" 5 day...£335 

26 Apr: The Rhine Valley 7 day.£495 

28 Apr: The Isles of Scilly 5 day............. £689 

28 Apr: A Cornish Gem 5 day.£339 

01 May: Norwich, Sandringham & The Broads 5 day.£359 

02 May : Cadburys World & The Black Country 4 day.£229 

04 May: Derbyshire & The Peak District 6 day.£339 

05 May : Warners Thorsby Hall 5 Day..£469 

08 May : Malvern Spring Flower Show 3 day.£203 

09 May : Gardens of Cornwall 4day.. £267 

09 May: Costa Brava - Roses 10 day.£585 

09 May: Folkestone & Brugge 4 day.£169 

10 May : Jersey by Air 8 day.... £509 

Contact us now for full details 


Oaktree House 
Lowford 
Bursledon 
Southampton 
S031 8ES 

Tel (023) 80408223 

E-mail : bookings@angelaholidays.co.uk 
Web: www.angelaholidays.co.uk 


AflGELA 

-iW&dotjs 



the PCC and how we can help you. 

THE PCC: WE 
WILL LISTEN TO 
YOUR CONCERNS 


Looking for news 
from your area? 


Add your 

Home 

Services 

business 



dailyecho.co.uk/ ^ 

Southampton 


.. .easy to use 

local home 
services 

online guide 


Daily Echo 


dick2find 

dick2find.co.uk 






















































































SOLENTMOTORHOMES 


Choose 
From Our 
Wide Range of 
Motorhomes. 


Lei us sell your motorhome for 
its proper value from our Busy 
Forecourt, no Sale, no Fee! 


www.solentmotorhomes.co.uk 


NEW JOB? 

NEW 

CAREER? 


m m Daily Echo Aa 

jobsfairr' 

m bringing people and jobs together 

EXHIBITORS • FREE SEMINARS • ONE-TO-ONE ADVICE CLINIC 

To exhibit call: 023 8042 4960 or email recruitment@dailyecho.co.uk 


THURSDAY 

27 MARCH 

NOVOTEL 

SOUTHAMPTON 

10am-3pm 


Solent Motor Homes Ltd 

5 Upton Road, Poole, Dorset, BH17 7AA 


Tel: 01202 801705 


Newsquest 

accepts all 
major credit 
cards... 


i McTimoney Chiropractic 

• Colonic Hydrotherapy 

• Massage • Acupuncture 

• Nutrition & many more 

Fo (FREE brochure please ring 023 8058 2245 

www.grovetherapy.com 

Email: admin@grovetherapy.com 


22 Grosvenor Road, Highfield, Southampton, SOI 71RT. 

023 8058 2245 


MOTORHOME SALES 


Make the most of your leisure time with ao affordable luxury 
Roller Team motorhome. Our range of motorhomes for sale 
include 8 Auto-Roller models and 5 T-Line models. 
We also have a range of competitively-priced 
second hand motorhomes for sale, 
both Roller Team 

■ i ■ ilhftT and other makes. 

CHECK ONLINE 
FOR OUR FULL LISTINGS 


ROLLERTEAM DEALERSHIP ^ 
FOR THE SOUTH ROLLERTEAM 


SATURDAY, MARCH 8, 2014 

COACH HOLIDAY 

Travel Offer 


The 2014 
Tour de 
France - in 
Paris 

See the finish 
on the Champs 
Elysees! 

Departs 
25 Jul 2014 

from £195 .00 

WWW. 

newmarket. 

travel/ncs 


or call 0843 
316 1124 

quoting code NCS 


Newmarket 

Holidays 


Newmarket Promotions Ltd. 
ABTAV787X. Calls cost4p 
per minute. 


THE DAILY ECHO 


All 2014 models come with air con, solar panel charging and a 
10 year water ingress warranty and much, much more... 


MOTORHOME HIRE 

Considering your first motorhoming holiday? 
Try our Motorhome hire 
for an adventure that 
is fun from the 

beginning 


TAXES 

Are you paying too much? 


To pay the right amount of tax 
To receive the correct tax advice 
At the right level of professional fee 

Call Moore McCusker 

ASSOCIATES 5°) 

Specialists in all areas of taxation T cha * e,ed 

r Tax Adviser 

Teh 01489 247047 • www.mooretax.co.uk 


CHANGEOFSTYLE 

GRANITE & STONE LTD 

FIND US AT 

www.changeofstyle.net 

• Manufacturers, suppliers and installers of 
granite and quartz worktops. 

• Traditional craftmanship and latest cnc technology. 

• Worktops cut and machined from 
our workshop in Totton Southampton. 

Opening Times Mun - Thurs 8am - 5pm • Fri 8am - 4.30pm 

Unit 16 South Hants Industrial Park, Eddystone Road, Southampton, S040 3SA. 
02380 669300 | Email: sales@changemail.co.uk 


Cheekatrade.com 

Wv»t tepuMion nruncrc 

Free Quotation 

Sat 9.30am-12 noon 


Over 600 Jigsaws in stock 

I n M !t’| j \ www.things2dojigsaws.co.uk 

( Gibsons" ) 


Free Parking - Free Entry - Free Parking - Free Entry 

Things2Do 

www.things2dodorset.co.uk 


The House of Puzzles 


Ravensburger 


Traditional Wooden Toys 

& www.things2dowoodentoys.co.uk - 


www.things2dogamesworkshop.co.uk 


The Courtyard Craft Centre 

Huntick Road, Lytchett Minster, Near Poole, BH16 6BA 

Set in an Idyllic courtyard setting, we sell Traditional Wooden Toys, Educational 
Books & Posters, Adult & Children's Jigsaw Puzzles 4 pieces through to 5000 pieces. 

01202 620943 E Facebook 

Open Tuesday to Sunday 10am until 4:30pm 


Daily Echo 
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Includes 


For a GREAT DEAL call 


BOURNEMOUTH 
THE CUMBERLAND 

MARCH OFFER 

2 FOR THE 4 
PRICE OF I 

Yes Half Price!! 

was£79pppnBB 
NOW from only £39.50 

SEAFRONT LOCATION 
Day Spa, Indoor Leisure Facilities 
Wonderful Food and Service 

0 12029363 30 


Newsquest 

accepts all 
major credit 
cards... 


VISA 


Composite Doors 

ANY STYLE, SIZE, 


3 A Rated double 
glazed windows 

6 A Rated double 
glazed windows 

3 Triple glazed I 
windows 


6 Triple glazed 
windows 


£895 


Ford Dental, 98 Northam Road, 

Southampton 

Also at 46 Glen Road, 02380 225826 

Salisbury Green D14RQ R641QQ 

(Evenings & Weekends) v/ 


NEW PEUGEOT 308 
DRIVING SENSATIONS 


NOW AVAILABLE FOR TEST DRIVE 
PRICES FROM £14,495 


• McTimoney Chiropractic 

• Colonic Hydrotherapy 

• Massage • Acupuncture 

• Nutrition & many more 

For FREE brochure please ring 023 8058 2245 

www.grovetherapy.com 

Email: admin@grovetherapy.com 


22 Grosvenor Road, Highfield, Southampton, SOI 71RT, 

023 8058 2245 


DENTURE EXPERT 


LOWEST PRICES GUARANTEED 

WILL BEAT ANY GENUINE 
WRITTEN QUOTATION 
30 DAY NO QUIBBLE MONEY BACK 

(Terms and Conditions Apply) 


GATES PEUGEOT 

Sway Road, Brockenhurst, S042 7SH Tel: 01590 623344 
www.gatespeugeot.com 


The official fuel consumption in mpg (l/l 00km) and C02 emissions (g/km) forthe 308 range are: Urban 35.7 - 67.3 (7.9 - 4.2), Extra Urban 61.4 - 85.6 (4.6 - 3.3), Combined 
48.7 - 78.5 (5.8 - 3.6) and C02 134 - 95. MPG figures are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide for comparative purposes only, and may not reflect actual on-the-road 
driving conditions. On the road prices quoted include delivery to dealership, number plates, 12 months' Government Vehicle Excise Duty and £55 Government First Registration Fee. 


Order your Diill^Egiio 

Pnotog 


Get your own high quality prints of any photo 
you have seen in the Daily Echo delivered 
straight to your door. Go to dailyecho.co.uk/ 
photosales to order your prints now. 

Fantastic novelty items are also available including 
calendars, framed prints, mugs and canvas prints. 
These can all be ordered at: 

dailyecho.co.uk/photosales. 

Customise your print when you order online. 

* Only pictures taken by Daily Echo photographers are for sale. 


NEW PEUGEOT 308 

The New Peugeot 308 has arrived at Gates Peugeot. 

It's a car where every design choice has been made to bring your senses alive. Sight, sound and touch come 
together to deliver driving exhilaration that makes you feel closer, more connected to the road ahead. 
Contact us to arrange a test drive. 

MOTION & EMOTION 


A 


Fabulous natural looking dentures 
Made for comfort and function. 

Personally designed and constructed by Leigh Dunkason 
Who has 30 years experience in denture design. 

Our long standing reputation for producing outstanding 
Results is your guarantee of a first class service. 
Huge confidence and self esteem boosting results 
Totally achievable with new materials 
And modern techniques. 

48 Hr Express Service Available 


www.dentures-southampton.co.uk 


Edwardian 

Conservatory 

£7,995 


10ft x 10ft 


fitting and 
building work 


«4^2T| 


ir Quality Aluminium 

Bi-Folding Doors 
upto 3.2 mtrs 


Photo order form 


Date of paper.. 


Daily Echo 


Ref Number (found under photo)... 

Quantity 


Prints 

7x5 

8x6 

10x8 

12x8 


£11.20 
£12.20 
£1 2.20 
£14.15 


Gifts Quantity 

3 Keyrings (sm) £9.45 . 

Mousemat £14.00 . 

Mug £12.95 . 


Visit dailyecho.co.uk/photosales for more ideas. 

Prices include p&p and VAT. Larger sizes are available on request. 

I enclose £. 

Name. 

Address. 

. Postcode. 

Tel No. Email. 


Please make your cheques payable to NEWSQUEST (Southern). Only pictures taken by 
Daily Echo photographers are for sale. 


0800 652 4576 ■ 07838 361455 

Mobile evenings and weekends 

IfensaI O Cheekatrade.com 


Where reputation matters I 


ORDERING YOUR 
PHOTO IS EASY 


At dailyecho.co.uk/photosales. 
Customise your print when you 
order online. 
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Travel 

Offer 



Alfie Boe in 
Concert 

At the LG Arena, 
NEC Birmingham 

Departs 11 
December 2014 

Join us at one of the 
musical events of 
the year, as singing 
superstar Alfie Boe 
lights up Birmingham’s 
LG Arena in an 
unforgettable show. 

@ newmarket. 
travel/ncs17450 

€0843 316 
1124 

quoting code NOS 

Newmarket 

Holidays 

Newmarket Promotions 
Ltd. ABTA V787X. Subject 
to availability. Single 
supplement applies. Calls 
cost 4p per minute. 

©ABTA 


N 


Bursledon Brickworks Industrial Museum 

VOLUNTEERS WANTED 


Do you want to join a keen team of enthusiastic volunteers to 
help open Britain’s only remaining steam powered Brickworks. 

Following a successful Lottery the people who worked here. New 
Award we have refurbished the to 2014, updated displays on the 
Bursledon Brickworks and will be history of the Brickworks, family fun 
opening to the public three days a activities and our ever popular Gala 
week from April to October. But we days (once a month on Sunday’s), 
need your help! We are looking for motivated 

We need volunteers to help with people, who can volunteer at least 
our front of house team who will once a fortnight, but we are flexible, 
meet and greet the public and help Training and guidance will be 
tell the story of the Brickworks and provided by the Brickwork team. 



f you want to volunteer and help support this unique piece of industrial 
heritage contact us on 01489 576248 or admin@bursledonbrickworks. 
org.uk or go to our website www.bursledonbrickworks.org.uk for more 
details and an application form. 


Bursledon Brickworks Industrial Museum 

Coal Park Lane, Swanwick, Southampton, S031 7GW 





l he (3hip S^nn 

Old Redbridge c Jlo£id 

CELEBRATE 

OMolher’s V )ay 

Sun 30th March 


WINTER VEGETABLE SOUP 

SERVED WITH WARM BREAD ROLL AND BUTTER 

CHICKEN LIVER AND WILD MUSHROOM PATE 

SERVED WITH MELBA TOAST 

SALMON MOUSSE WITH DILL AND MUSTARD CENTRE 

SERVED ON A BED OF MIXED LEAVES 

ROAST DINNER WITH A CHOICE OF MEAT: CHICKEN | PORK | LAMB | BEEF 

ALL SERVED WITH VEGETABLES, ROAST POTATOES AND GRAVY 

BROCCOLI AND STILTON PASTA BAKE 

SERVED WITH GARLIC BREAD 

SEAFOOD MARINARA CUTS OF HAKE, POLLOCK, KING PRAWNS AND SALMON IN 
A CREAMY SEAFOOD SAUCE 

SERVED WITH RICE NOODLES AND GARLIC BREAD 

APPLE AND BLACKBERRY CRUMBLE 

SERVED WITH CUSTARD 

ROCKY ROAD CHEESECAKE 

SERVED WITH CREAM 

LEMON MERINGUE PIE 

SERVED WITH CREAM 

£18.95 PP 

41, Old Redbridge Road S015 ONN 
Tel: 02380 862186 




Outstanding 

preparation for university 


High academic standards 
Friendly and supportive community 


Small classes 

Centrally located in Southampton 


“I came to St Anne's because I liked the 
small classes; the teachers get to know you 
quickly and you get help when you need it." 
STUDENT Jan 10 


"Students particularly appreciate the 
support provided as they move from 
Year 11 into the Sixth form and their 
personal development Is outstanding.' 
OFSTED Jan 07 


COACH HOLIDAY 

Travel Offer 
Cliff 

Richard in 
Brussels 

In concert at 
the Palais 12 
Indoor Arena 

Departs 30 May 
2014 

from £259.00 

WWW. 

newmarket. 

travel/ncs 

or call 0843 
316 1124 

quoting code NCS 

L Newmarket 

Holidays 


Newmarket Promotions Ltd. 
ABTA V787X. Calls cost 4p 
per minute. 



Newsquest 

accepts all 
major credit 
cards... 






UOl ci 


cough or cold? 


czza 

l/l/esf Hampshire 
Clinical Commissioning Group 


If you have a cough or cold, drink plenty of fluids and 
keep some of the following in a safe place for when 
you need them: 

• paracetamol, aspirin and a similar syrup version 
for children 

• cough medicine or sore throat lozenges 

• thermometer 


If you need medical advice or help call 111 and 
they will find the health service that's 
right for you. 


If in doubt, call 111 


• • •• ©~8JT 
• • • • t •:|o| 


www.westhampshireccg.nhs.uk 


CALL 

111 

when it's less 
urgent than 999 
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FA Cup Sixth Round 


Arsenal.4 Everton.1 

Ozil 7 Lukaku 32 

Arteta 68 pen 
Giroud 83,85 
HT 1-1 


Barclays Premier League 


Cardiff. 

.3 

Fulham... 

.1 

Caulker 45,67, Riether 71 og 


Holtby 59 

HT 1-0 



Att 26,796 

Chelsea. 

.L 

Spurs. 

.L 

HTL-L 




Crystal P. 

.0 

SAINTS... 

.1 




Rodriguez 37 

HT 0-1 



Att 25,073 

Norwich. 

.1 

Stoke. 

.1 

Johnson 56 



Walters 73 pen 

HT 0-0 



Att 26,646 

W.B.A. 

.0 

Man Utd 

3 



Jones 34, Rooney 65 




Wei beck 82 

HT 0-1 



Att 26,184 





HOME 


AWAY 


P 

W 

D 

L F A W 

D 

L F A Pt 

Chelsea 

28 

12 

2 

0 29 9 

7 

4 

3 23 13 63 

Liverpool 

28 

12 

1 

1 42 12 

6 

4 

4 31 23 59 

Arsenal 

28 

10 

3 

1 26 7 

8 

2 

4 26 21 59 

Man City 

26 

12 

0 

1 43 9 

6 

3 

4 26 18 57 

Spurs 

28 

7 

3 

4 16 18 

9 

2 

3 21 15 53 

Man Utd 

28 

6 

3 

4 18 12 

8 

3 

4 28 19 48 

Everton 

27 

9 

3 

1 24 10 

4 

6 

414 17 48 

Newcastle 

28 

6 

3 

5 18 19 

7 

1 

6 19 20 43 

SAINTS 

29 

5 

5 

4 21 19 

6 

4 

5 18 16 42 

West Ham 

28 

5 

3 

6 20 20 

3 

4 

7 11 15 31 

A. Villa 

28 

4 

2 

8 16 22 

4 

5 

5 15 16 31 

Stoke 

29 

6 

6 

2 18 14 

1 

4 

10 11 29 31 

Hull 

28 

5 

4 

5 17 14 

3 

2 

9 13 21 30 

Swansea 

28 

4 

5 

5 25 21 

3 

3 

8 12 20 29 

Norwich 

29 

5 

6 

4 13 12 

2 

2 

10 9 32 29 

Crystal P 

28 

6 

2 

7 13 18 

2 

1 

10 6 20 27 

W.B.A. 

28 

3 

7 

5 16 19 

1 

6 

6 15 23 25 

Cardiff 

29 

5 

4 

6 15 23 

1 

3 10 7 27 25 

Sunderlnd 

26 

3 

2 

8 13 21 

3 

4 

6 13 21 24 

Fulham 

29 

3 

1 

10 17 31 

3 

2 10 12 34 21 


SkyBet Championship 


Barnsley. 

Jennings 51 

....1 

Nottm For.. 

.0 

HT 0-0 




Birminghm. 

...0 

Q.P.R. 

.2 




Morrison 14,73 

HT 0-1 



Att 14,500 

Blackpool. 

.0 

CHERRIES. 

.1 



Grabban 48 pen 

HT 0-0 



Att 13,043 

Brighton. 

....1 

Reading. 

.1 

Gunter 17 og 



Drenthe 64 

HT 1-0 



Att 27,532 

Derby Cty. 

...0 

Millwall. 

.1 




Morison 61 

HT 0-0 



Att 22,853 

Doncaster. 

Sharp 28 

....2 

Huddersfld 

. 0 

Cotterill 55 

HT 1-0 



Att 9,305 

Leeds Utd. 

....1 

Bolton. 

.5 

Smith 90 



Mason 45 




Jutkiewicz 52 




Knight 56 
Davies 72 




Moritz 89 

HT 0-1 



Att 28,904 

Middlesbro.... 

Graham 29,45 

....2 

Ipswich. 

. 0 

HT 2-0 



Att 13,965 

Wigan. 

...P 

Leicester... 

.P 


Postponed - due to FA Cup. 

Yeovil.2 Sheff Wed.0 

Miller 41,51 

HT 1-0 Att 6,251 

HOME AWAY 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A W 

D 

L 

F A Pt 

Leicester 

33 13 

3 

1 

37 15 10 

2 

4 25 17 74 

Burnley 

33 11 

6 

0 30 10 

7 

6 

3 22 16 66 

Derby Cty 

34 

9 

3 

5 29 21 

9 

4 

4 31 22 61 

Q.P.R. 

33 11 

4 

2 25 13 

6 

5 

515 13 60 

Nottm For 

34 

9 

5 

3 32 21 

5 

8 

4 22 19 55 

Reading 

34 

7 

6 

4 31 

18 

7 

4 

6 21 21 52 

Wigan 

32 

8 

5 

2 

23 

14 

7 

2 

8 

18 16 52 

Brighton 

33 

7 

6 

4 

23 

16 

6 

5 

5 

12 12 50 

Ipswich 

34 

9 

4 

4 

25 

15 

3 

8 

6 

19 24 48 

Blackburn 

32 

8 

4 

3 

21 

11 

4 

6 

7 

17 28 46 

Watford 

33 

8 

3 

6 

25 

16 

3 

9 

4 

23 23 45 

Leeds Utd 

33 

7 

4 

5 

27 

20 

5 

4 

8 

18 25 44 

Middlesbro 

34 

7 

8 

2 

25 

12 

3 

5 

9 

18 25 43 

Huddersfld 

34 

8 

4 

5 

29 

20 

4 

3 

10 

16 26 43 

CHERRIES 

33 

7 

4 

6 

25 

19 

4 

5 

7 

18 32 42 

Sheff Wed 

33 

6 

3 

7 

24 

19 

3 

9 

5 

15 21 39 

Bolton 

34 

4 

9 

4 

24 

17 

5 

3 

9 

22 33 39 

Birminghm 

34 

2 

7 

8 

20 

23 

7 

2 

8 

19 21 36 

Blackpool 

34 

5 

6 

6 

16 

18 

3 

5 

9 

13 31 35 

Doncaster 

34 

7 

4 

6 

21 

21 

1 

5 

11 

9 32 33 

Millwall 

34 

5 

5 

7 

19 

26 

2 

5 

10 

13 35 31 

Yeovil 

33 

4 

4 

9 13 18 

3 

4 

9 17 30 29 

Barnsley 

33 

5 

7 

5 20 27 

1 

4 11 

11 29 29 

Charlton 

30 

4 

4 

6 12 16 

2 

5 

9 12 25 27 


SkyBet League One 


Bradford.0 

Att 8,063 

Coventry.1 

Wilson 45 
Att 4,426 

Crawley.0 


Leyton 0 
Preston.. 


Crewe 


Att 5,109 

Carlisle.1 

Meppen-Walter 39 
Att 5,009 

Bristol C.3 

Emmanuel-Thomas 18 
Mkandawire 55 og 
Bryan 63 
Att 6,069 

Tranmere.1 

Obeng 88 og 


M K Dons.2 

Kay 68 
Baldock 90 
Att 7,424 

Wolves.3 

Dicko 31,48 
Sako 67 


HT 0-1 

Wolves 
Leyton O 

P w 
33 13 
35 11 

HOME 

D L F A W 

3 2 33 9 9 
2 4 34 16 10 

Att 10,139 

AWAY 

D L F A Pt 
4 2 27 11 73 

6 2 34 17 71 

Brentford 

33 13 

1 

3 32 15 

8 

6 2 24 16 70 

Preston 

35 7 

8 

2 26 21 

11 

5 2 25 14 67 

Rotherham 

34 7 

7 

3 35 26 10 

4 3 29 17 62 

Peterboro 

34 10 

2 

4 24 17 

_ 7_ 

2 9 31 29 55 

M K Dons 

35 8 

4 

5 26 19 

6 

3 9 24 28 49 

Swindon 

35 10 

3 

4 33 20 

3 

5 10 19 27 47 

Walsall 

35 6 

4 

7 17 23 

6 

7 5 22 15 47 

Port Vale 

34 9 

3 

5 27 23 

5 

1 11 19 30 46 

Sheff Utd 

33 8 

5 

3 25 14 

4 

3 10 11 24 44 

Coventry 

34 8 

5 

4 35 32 

6 

4 7 27 27 41 

Bradford 

34 6 

8 

4 29 20 

3 

6 7 16 23 41 

Gillingham 

35 8 

4 

6 24 21 

4 

1 12 20 36 41 

Colchester 

33 6 

4 

7 21 21 

3 

8 5 18 21 39 

Crawley 

30 6 

5 

4 15 16 

3 

7 5 19 22 39 

Bristol C 

35 5 

7 

6 26 26 

3 

7 7 26 32 38 

Oldham 

35 6 

4 

7 20 24 

4 

4 10 20 27 38 

Carlisle 

34 7 

3 

8 25 30 

3 

4 9 13 26 37 

Tranmere 

34 4 

6 

7 23 32 

5 

3 9 18 28 36 

Stevenage 

34 6 

2 

8 19 21 

4 

3 11 17 33 35 

Crewe 

35 6 

5 

6 21 25 

3 

3 12 19 42 35 

Shrewsbry 

34 4 

6 

8 15 19 

3 

5 8 18 27 32 

Notts Cnty 

35 7 

2 

8 26 22 

2 

2 14 16 39 31 

^Coventry deducted 10 points for entering 
administration 

| SkyBet League Two | 


Att 5,961 

.0 

Att 4,680 

.3 

Humphrey 6 
Garner 71,88 
Att 6,698 

.2 

Aneke 13,58 


Brentford.2 

Donaldson 61, Saville 76 
HT 0-0 

Colchester.2 

Sears 5, Massey 26 
HT 2-1 

Gillingham.1 

Lee 88 
HT 0-0 

Notts Cnty.0 

HT 0-0 

Oldham.1 

Harkins 75 
HT 0-1 

Peterboro.4 


Assombalonga 15 pen 
Ajose 41, Swanson 60 


Washington 88 
HT 2-1 

Port Vale.2 

Williamson 56, Pope 61 
HT 0-1 

Shrewsbry.2 

Mkandawire 41 
Parry 60 

HT 1-1 

Stevenage.3 

Smith 21 
Charles 71 
Mousinho 74 
HT 1-0 

Swindon.1 

Smith 19 

HT 1-0 

Walsall.0 


AFC Wimbledon 0 


HT 0-1 

Acc Stanley.3 

Molyneux 4,9,45 
HT 3-0 

Bristol R.2 

Beardsley 7 
Mohamed 78 
HT 1-1 

Exeter.2 

Nichols 34 
Richards 90 
HT 1-0 

Mansfield.2 

Tafazolli 28 
Howell 90 
HT 1-0 

Morecambe.2 

Ellison 29 
Redshaw 70 
HT 1-1 

Oxford Utd.1 

Williams 52 
HT 0-2 

POMPEY.0 

HT 0-0 

Scunthorpe.1 

Canavan 52 
HT 0-0 

Torquay.0 

HT 0-0 

Wycombe.2 

Morgan 52 
McClure 70 
HT 0-1 


York.1 

Coulson 41 
Att 4,182 

Chesterfld.1 

Evatt 85 
Att 1,968 

Plymouth.1 

Trotman 45 
Att 7,799 

Dagenham.2 

Norris 62 
Elito 72 pen 
Att 3,057 

Newport County.1 

Howe 50 

Att 2,756 

Southend.1 

Leonard 9 
Att 1,608 

Burton Albion.2 

Knowles 10 
Ismail 26 
Att 5,413 

Cheltnham.0 

Att 17,254 

Northmptn.1 

Diamond 65 
Att 3,968 

Fleetwood Town.1 

Matt 74 
Att 2,245 

Hartlepool.1 

Barm by 42 
Att 3,073 



GOAL: Wayne Rooney heads in his side’s second goal in their 
win at West Brom. 


HOME AWAY 



P w 

D 

L F A W 

D 

L F A Pt 

Chesterfld 

35 

9 

7 

2 28 13 

8 

4 

5 28 20 62 

Scunthorpe 

35 

8 

7 

2 24 13 

7 

9 

2 30 22 61 

Rochdale 

34 12 

2 

4 35 18 

6 

5 

5 18 18 61 

Burton Albion 35 

8 

5 

5 21 19 

8 

6 

319 16 59 

Fleetwood T 35 

8 

3 

6 31 25 

9 

3 

618 14 57 

Oxford Utd 

35 

7 

5 

6 21 17 

7 

8 

2 26 16 55 

Southend 

35 

7 

6_ 

4 23 15 

6_ 

5_ 

719 19 50 

Plymouth 

34 

7 

6 

4 18 16 

6 

3 

8 21 22 48 

York 

35 

6 

7 

4 17 14 

5 

6 

7 24 24 46 

Hartlepool 

35 

8 

3 

6 21 17 

4 

6 

8 19 23 45 

Newport C 

33 

8 

3 

4 28 18 

3 

8 

7 14 24 44 

Cheltnham 

34 

4 

8 

5 23 25 

6 

5 

6 16 20 43 

Morecambe 

34 

6 

7 

5 24 22 

5 

3 

8 14 26 43 

Bristol R 

34 

9 

5 

3 24 14 

1 

7 

9 9 20 42 

Dagenham 

34 

7 

5 

5 22 16 

3 

7 

7 19 27 42 

AFC W'don 

35 

7 

4 

7 20 20 

4 

5 

8 14 20 42 

Mansfield 

35 

5 

5 

7 22 26 

5 

7 

6 14 22 42 

Wycombe 

34 

5 

5 

8 16 21 

5 

6 

5 22 20 41 

POMPEY 

35 

7 

4 

7 19 19 

2 10 

5 18 29 41 

Bury 

33 

5 

9 

3 18 15 

4 

4 

8 20 23 40 

Exeter 

35 

4 

5 

8 15 22 

6 

5 

7 26 25 40 

Acc Stanley 

34 

4 

7 

6 23 23 

6 

3 

8 16 22 40 

Northmptn 

34 

5 

5 

6 17 21 

3 

5 10 11 23 34 

Torquay 

34 

2 

8 

7 14 23 

5 

1 

11 17 29 30 

Scottish Cup Sixth Round 

Aberdeen 



1 

Dumbarton.. 

.0 

Rooney 53 
HT 0-0 







Att 10,600 

Raith. 



1 

St Johnstn 

.3 

Cardie 21 







McDonald 4 







Hasselbaink 49 








Anderson 79 

HT 1-1 







Att 3,767 

Scottish Premiership 


Hibernian... 

Forster 43 
Nelson 76 
Heffernan 79 
HT 1-2 

Kilmarnock 

Wilson 27 og 
Boyd 49,51 
Gardyne 72 
HT 1-1 


3 Motherwell.3 

Sutton 12,90 
Ainsworth 29 

Att 8,277 

4 Hearts.2 

Carrick 30 
Nicholson 69 

Att 3,510 


HOME AWAY 



P 

W 

D 

L F A 

W 

D 

L F A Pt 

Celtic 

28 12 

2 

0 32 6 12 

1 

1 36 8 75 

Aberdeen 

28 

9 

1 

4 16 9 

8 

2 

4 24 17 54 

Motherwell 

28 

9 

1 

3 27 21 

7 

2 

6 19 22 51 

Dundee Utd 

27 

8 

2 

3 29 13 

4 

6 

4 20 19 44 

Inverness CT 

26 

6 

2 

4 19 11 

7 

3 

414 15 44 

St Johnstn 

27 

8 

2 

4 27 11 

2 

3 

8 7 20 35 

Hibernian 

28 

4 

6 

6 18 23 

4 

3 

5 10 12 33 

Kilmarnock 

29 

6 

3 

6 22 23 

2 

3 

9 15 26 30 

St Mirren 

28 

4 

6 

4 16 16 

3 

0 11 11 28 27 

Partick 

28 

1 

7 

6 12 23 

4 

4 

6 17 22 26 

Ross Cnty 

28 

6 

1 

8 20 25 

1 

4 

8 13 25 26 

Hearts 

29 

3 

2 

8 8 22 

2 

4 10 17 32 6 


’'Hearts deducted 15 points for entering administration 


Scottish Championship 


Cowdenbth.2 Alloa.2 

Falkirk.1 Livingston.1 

Morton.P Dumbarton.P 

Queen Sth.1 Hamilton.1 


Scottish League One 


Arbroath.2 East Fife.1 

Ayr Utd.5 Stranraer.0 

Dunfrmline.0 Stenhsmuir.0 

Forfar.1 Brechin.1 


Scottish League Two 


Berwick.5 Montrose.0 

E Stirling.1 Stirling A.0 

Elgin.2 Peterhead.3 

Queen Park.1 Clyde.3 


The Skrill Premier 


Alfreton Town. .. 1 

Barnet.0 

Braintree Town.. 1 

Forest Grn.3 

Hyde.1 

Macclesfld.1 

Nuneaton.2 

SALISBURY.0 

Tamworth.1 

Woking.2 

Wrexham.0 


Lincoln City 
Gateshead... 

Hereford. 

Cambridge.. 
FC Halifax ... 

Grimsby. 

Welling U. 

Luton. 

Aldershot... 

Southport... 

Kiddrmnstr.. 


1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Grey panels indicate High-scoring games 
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Local non-league results 


SKRILL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 

Premier: Alfreton Town 1 Lincoln City 1, Barnet 
0 Gateshead 1, Braintree Town 1 Hereford 1, 
Forest Green 3 Cambridge Utd 2, Hyde 1 FC 
Halifax 5, Macclesfield 1 Grimsby 1, Nuneaton 
2 Welling 0, Salisbury 0 Luton 0, Tamworth 1 
Aldershot 0, Woking 2 Southport 0, Wrexham 0 
Kidderminster 0. 

South: Chelmsford 3 Bromley 1, Concord 
Rangers 3 Eastleigh 2, Dorchester 1 Boreham 
Wood 4, Dover 1 Basingstoke 1, Eastbourne 
Borough 0 Havant & Waterlooville 1, Ebbsfleet 
1 Hayes & Yeading 0, Farnborough 1 Sutton 2, 
Maidenhead 0 Bath City 1, Staines 0 Gosport 
Borough 3, Tonbridge Angels 1 Bishops 
Stortford 1, Weston-super-Mare 2 Whitehawk 
1. 

CALOR SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: AFC Totton 3 Cambridge 
City 2, Bedford 0 Chippenham 3, Bideford 0 
Arlesey 1, Biggleswade 0 Redditch 0, 

Burnham 2 Poole Town 0, Chesham 2 Corby 1, 
Hemel Hempstead 4 Weymouth 1, Hitchin 5 
Banbury 0, Hungerford 0 Frame 0, 

Stourbridge 0 St Albans 1, Truro 2 St Neots 3. 
Division One South & West: Bishops Cleeve 3 
Mangotsfield 0, Bridgwater 0 Merthyr Town 2, 
Cinderford 1 Swindon Supermarine 3, 
Cirencester 2 Stratford 0, Didcot 0 Tiverton 1, 
Fleet Town 0 Taunton 1, Godaiming 0 Clevedon 
2, Paulton Rovers 4 Guildford City 0, 

Shortwood Utd 3 Thatcham 0, Wimborne 2 
North Leigh 1, Yate 2 Evesham 1. 

FA VASE 

Quarter-finals: Sholing 1 Wisbech Town 0, 
Dunston UTS 0 West Auckland 1. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Alresford 2 Romsey 0, 
Blackfield & Langley 0 Fawley AFC 2, 
Bournemouth Poppies 2 Brockenhurst 0, 
Downton 3 AFC Portchester 3, Fareham 2 
Moneyfields 3, Folland Sports 4 Christchurch 0, 
Horndean 2 Lymington Town 2, Newport loW 1 
Whitchurch Utd 1, Totton & Eling 0 Bemerton 
HH 1, Winchester City 1 Verwood 0. 

Division One: East Cowes Vies 1 Hythe & 
Dibden 4, Fleet Spurs 0 Cowes Sports 4, 
Laverstock & Ford 1 Amesbury 0, New Milton 7 
Hayling Utd 1, Petersfield 0 Tadley Calleva 0, 
Pewsey Vale 1 Team Solent 3, US Portsmouth 
1 Andover Town 2. 

PUMA ENGINEERING HANTS PREMIER 
LEAGUE 

PEHPL Cup, quarter-final: Baffins Milton 
Rovers 2 AFC Aldermaston 1. 

Premier Division: Bournemouth Sports 2 
Clanfield 0, Colden Common 1 Headley Utd 2, 
Fleetlands 1 QK Southampton 3, Hedge End 
Rangers 2 Liphook 2, Liss Athletic 0 
Otterbourne 4, Locks Heath 1 Winchester 
Castle 0, Overton 2 Paulsgrove 1. 

Division One: Durley 1 Lyndhurst 4, Hamble 
Club 5 Upham 0, Infinity pp Broughton, 
Michelmersh &Timsbury 0 Bush Hill 10. 
Combination: AFC Stoneham 2 Hamble Club 
5, Clanfield 8 Michelmersh & Timsbury 1, 
Liphook Utd 1 Overton Utd 1, Otterbourne 3 
Fleetlands 0, Paulsgrove 7 Liss Athletic 0, 
Winchester Castle 2 Hedge End Rangers 2. 
WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 
Wyvern Challenge Cup, quarter-final: Team 
Solent 6 Romsey Town 1. 

Premier Division: AFC Portchester 5 Bemerton 
HH 2. 

Division One East: Alton 1 Alresford 7, Locks 
Heath 2 Colden Common 1, Petersfield Town 3 
US Portsmouth 2, Tadley Calleva 2 Folland 
Sports 2. 

Division One West: Christchurch 4 Lymington 
Town 2, Hythe & Dibden 2 Fawley AFC 2, 
Ringwood 2 Laverstock & Ford 0, Verwood 5 
East Cowes Vies 1. 

DREW SMITH SOUTHAMPTON LEAGUE 
Senior League Cup, second round: Netley 
Central 0 Cadnam United 3. 

Junior League Cup, quarter-final: West 
Totton 0 Bishops Waltham Dynamo 2. 
Premier: Bishopstoke WMC 0 BTC Soton 2, 
Comrades 3 Nursling 1. 

Senior 1: BTC Soton Res 0 Solent Saints 2, 
QK Soton Res 1 AFC Grains 4. 
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